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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


From  November,  1913,  to  November,  1914. 

Chairman  : 

ALDERMAN  M.  BENSON,  M.D.,  J.P. 
Vice-Chairman  : 

COUNCILLOR  JOHN  I’ANSON  CARTWRIGHT. 

THE  MAYOR. 

THE  EX-MAYOR. 

ALDERMAN  W.  H.  ANGUS. 

J.  O’DONAHUE. 

COUNCILLOR  H.  BARTON. 

J.  COUNSELL. 

„  .  H.  FARR. 

„  R.  T.  FLETCHER. 

„  J.  P.  HEYES. 

„  W.  HIGHTON. 

„  A.  E.  MATHER. 

„  F.  REES,  M.D. 

E.  YATES. 


Committee  meets  on  the  3rd  Thursday  in  each  month,  at  3-30  p.m. 
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SANITARY  WORKS  COMMITTEE. 


From  November,  1913,  to  November,  1914. 
- * - 


Chairman  : 

COUNCILLOR  F.  REES. 


Vice-Chairman  : 

COUNCILLOR  J.  R.  HOLLAND. 
THE  MAYOR. 

THE  EX-MAYQR. 
ALDERMAN  W.  H..  ANGUS 
COUNCILLOR  T.  J.  ARKWRIGHT. 

„  j.  blackledge. 

„  C.  W.  HEALY. 

„  J.  P.  HEYES. 


J.  R.  KING. 

T.  MASON. 

J.  MITCHINSON. 
J.  ROSCOE. 

J.  WALKDEN. 

W.  WATMOUGH. 


Committee  meets  on  the  4th  Monday  in  each  month,  at  3-45  p.m. 
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SA  NA  TORI  A  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


From  November,  1913,  to  November,  1914. 


* 


Chairman  : 

COUNCILLOR  H.  BARTON. 
THE  MAYOR. 

THE  EX-MAYOR. 

ALDERMAN  M.  BENSON,  M.D.,  J.P. 
„  J.  O’DONAHUE,  J.P. 

„  W.  H.  ANGUS. 

COUNCILLOR  J.  P.  HEYES. 

„  W.  HIGHTON. 

„  A.  E.  MATHER. 

E.  YATES. 


Committee  meets  the  Wednesday  before  the  3rd  Thursday  in  each 

month,  at  11  a.m.,  at  the  Hospital. 
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INSANITARY  HOUSES  and  HOUSING 

COMMITTEE. 


From  November,  1913,  to  November,  1914. 

- # - 

Chairman  : 

COUNCILLOR  E.  YATES. 
Vice-Chairman  : 

COUNCILLOR  A.  A.  WATTS. 
THE  MAYOR. 

THE  EX-MAYOR. 
ALDERMAN  T.  ASHTON. 

COUNCILLOR  T.  J.  ARKWRIGHT. 

„  W.  BANKHEAD. 

„  A.  E.  BAUCHER. 

„  G.  ELLISON. 

„  J.  GORMAN. 

„  W.  HIGHTON. 

„  JAMES  JOLLEY. 

„  JOHN  LOWE. 

„  A.  RATHBONE. 

F.  REES. 


Committee  meets  on  the  2nd  Monday  in  each  month,  at  4  p.m. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT, 

1913. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Medical  Superintendent  of  Sanatoria, 

Superintendent  School  Medical  Officer, 
Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

FRED  E.  WYNNE,  B.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  &C. 

Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

G.  JESSED,  M.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H.,  &c. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 
A.  STALKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  &c.  : 

CHARLES  H.  FRANCE,  Certif.  Royal  San.  Inst.,  Assoc. 
Royal  San.  Inst.,  Member  San.  Insp.  Association. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

FRED  MARTLEW,  Certif.  Royal  San.  Inst.,  Certif.  Meat  Insp. 
FRED  G.  BISHOP. 

JOHN  ASHTON,  Certif.  Royal  San.  Inst. 

Assistants  : 

ERNEST  RICHARDSON. 

JAMES  RISLEY. 

Lady  Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  NORMAN,  Certif.  Royal  San.  Inst.,  Certif.  C.M.B. 

Miss  CROMPTON,  Assoc.  Royal  San.  Inst.  M.S.I.  Assoc. 

Tuberculosis  Nurse  : 

Miss  J.  FOSTER,  Certif.  C.M.B. 

Clerks  : 

ARTHUR  BYERS. 

THOMAS  BROWN. 

Disinfectors  : 

GEORGE  CROSTON. 

HENRY  PARKINSON. 

JOHN  ARROWSMITH. 

Master  of  Sanatorium  : 

MICHAEL  MOORE. 
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By  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  March  23rd,  1891, 
Article  18,  Section  14,  it  is  prescribed  that  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  shall  “  prepare  an  Annual  Report,  to  be  made  to 
“  the  end  of  December  in  each  year,  comprising  a  summary 
“  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread 
“  of  disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  his  district 
generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also 
“  contain  an  account  of  the  enquiries  which  he  has  made  as 
“  to  conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  his  district,  and 
“  of  the  proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part,  or  advised 
“  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  so  far  as  such  proceedings 
“  relate  to  those  conditions  ;  and  also  on  account  of  the  super- 
“  vision  exercised  by  him  or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary  purposes 
over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authorities  have 
“  power  to  regulate,  with  the  nature  and  results  of  any  pro- 
“  ceedings  which  may  have  been  so  required  and  taken  in  respect 
“  of  the  same  during  the  year.  It  shall  also  record  the  action 
“  taken  by  him  or  on  his  advice,  during  the  year,  in  regard 
“  to  offensive  trades,  and  to  factories  and  workshops.  The 
“  report  shall  also  contain  tabular  statements  (on  forms  to 
“  be  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  or  to  the  like 
“  effect)  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the  district, 
“  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities  ” 
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Public  Health  Office, 

Wigan,  March  31st,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Wigan. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Genteemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  County  Borough  during 
the  year  1913. 

The  Vital  Statistics  published  herewith  show  an  increase  in 
the  death-rate  as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  which  is 
almost  entirely  attributable  to  the  very  regrettable  increase  in  the 
Infantile  Mortality-rate  from  125  to  179.  This  increase  is  mainly 
due  to  the  renewed  prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  during  the  comparatively 
fine  summer,  and  is  shared  b}^  other  similar  districts.  We  have  to 
conclude  that  the  infantile-rate  of  125  in  1912  was  abnormally  low 
and  attributable  to  the  remarkable  weather  conditions  which  pre¬ 
vailed  during  the  summer  of  that  year.  We  have,  however,  good 
reasons  for  looking  forward  in  the  future  to  a  steady  reduction  in  this 
Infantile  Mortality  as  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  town  are 
improved,  and  the  work  of  our  increased  staff  of  Health  Visitors 
makes  itself  felt. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  your  late  Health  Visitor  (Mrs.  Hall) 
was  compelled  to  resign  owing  to  ill-health,  and  in  March  Miss 
Norman  was  appointed  in  her  place.  In  July  Miss  Crompton  was 
appointed,  and  I  was  enabled  to  divide  the  Borough  area  into  two 
districts,  roughly  a  northern  and  southern  district,  for  one  of  which 
each  of  these  ladies  was  made  responsible.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review  these  ladies  had  to  undertake  the  visiting  of  all  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified  to  me,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  I  was  able 
to  relieve  them  of  this  duty  owing  to  the  appointment  of  Miss  Foster 
as  Tuberculosis  Nurse.  The  result  is  that  the  administration  of  the 
Notification  of  Births'  Act,  the  supervision  of  Midwives,  and  the  other 
duties  of  the  Health  Visiting  Staff,  is  now  for  the  first  time  on  a 
satisfactory  basis  in  this  Borough,  although  there  is  still  sufficient 
work  for  an  increased  staff  in  this  department. 
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The  year  has  also  been  notable  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  the  commencement  of  the  extensions  at 
the  Pemberton  Sanatorium,  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Jessel  as  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer,  and  of  Dr.  Alice  Stalker  as  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  and  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

You  have  also  during  the  year  appointed  Dr.  C.  W.  Gee  as 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

From  the  Public  Health  point  of  view  the  most  important 
features  of  the  year  have  been  a  very  severe  outbreak  of  Measles 
during  the  first  quarter,  a  severe  and  remarkably  persistent  epidemic 
of  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  a  limited  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  in  Pem¬ 
berton  during  the  last  quarter,  and  a  very  remarkable  immunity 
from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  whole  period  under  review.  Particulars 
of  the  incidence  of  these  diseases  will  be  found  in  Part  II.  of  this 
Report. 

The  Finance  of  the  department  has  been  satisfactory,  as  there 
was  a  considerable  saving  on  the  estimates  for  both  the  financial 
years  ending  on  the  31st  March,  1913,  and  the  31st  March,  1914. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  further  steady  progress  in  the 
work  of  dealing  with  Insanitary  Houses,  while  the  proposals  for 
carrying  out  a  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  and  for  the  conversion  of 
privy  midden  and  pail  closets  to  the  water-carriage  system  have 
taken  definite  shape.  The  completion  of  this  latter  work  is  the 
condition  most  essential  to  any  material  improvement  in  the  health 
of  our  population,  and  especially  to  the  reduction  of  our  Infantile 
Mortality. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Sanatorium  Sub- 
Committee  ;  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Housing  and 
Insanitary  Houses  Committee  and  the  Education  Committee  ;  and 
the  Mayor  and  other  Members  of  the  Corporation  for  their  continued 
support  and  confidence. 

I  have  again  especially  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  continued 
interest  and  ever-ready  advice  in  the  working  of  my  department. 
My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Director  of  Education,  the  Borough 
Engineer,  the  Borough  Analyst,  and  your  Veterinary  Officer  for 
their  cordial  help  and  co-operation. 
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My  colleagues  Dr.  Jessel,  Dr.  Gee,  and  Dr.  Alice  Stalker  have 
all  worked  with  me  in  the  best  spirit  of  co-operation  and  have 
rendered  most  valuable  service  to  the  town. 

Your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  France,  and  his  staff,  have 
done  another  admirable  year's  work  in  coping  successfully  with  the 
ever-increasing  burden  which  is  placed  upon  their  department, 
which  with  our  limited  staff  has  involved  a  great  deal  of  overtime 
and  extra  work.  During  the  year  Mr.  France  completed  his  twenty- 
first  year  of  service  under  the  Corporation  and  was  deservedly 
thanked  by  the  Committee  for  his  services  during  that  period. 

Your  Health  Visitors,  Miss  Norman  and  Miss  Crompton,  have 
brought  to  their  work  an  admirable  enthusiasm  and  initiative  and 
have  already  accomplished  most  excellent  work  in  the  education  of 
mothers  and  the  saving  of  infant  lives. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRED  E.  WYNNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PART  I. 


INTRODUCTION 

AND 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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Genera i  Considerations. 

The  County  Borough  of  Wigan,  including  Pemberton,  covers 
an  area  of  5,082  acres,  and  had  a  population  at  the  1911  census  of 
89,171.  The  estimated  population  on  the  1st  of  July,  1913,  was 
91,573,  on  which  figure  the  statistics  in  this  report  have  been  based. 
This  population  is  essentially  an  industrial  one,  and  is  concentrated 
in  densely  populated  areas  in  Wigan  and  Pemberton.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  area  of  the  Borough  is  rural  and  agricultural,  but  the 
proportion  of  the  population  living  under  these  conditions  is  in¬ 
considerable.  The  presence  of  this  agricultural  community  is  none 
the  less  of  great  importance  from  the  public  health  point  of  view, 
inasmuch  as  it  supplies  a  large  proportion  of  the  milk  consumed  in 
the  town  ;  and  the  existence  of  farming  operations  in  close  proximity 
to  densely  populated  areas  is  always  fraught  with  a  certain  degree 
of  danger. 

The  Borough  area  forms  a  considerable  part  of  the  Valley 
of  the  Douglas.  This  stream  enters  the  Borough  close  to  its  most 
northern  point,  and  practically  traverses  the  old  Borough  from 
north  to  south,  when  it  turns  to  the  west  and  then  bends  northwards 
forming  a  loop.  During  its  course  through  the  Borough  the  stream 
falls  considerably,  the  bench  marks  showing  that  its  bed  at  entry  is 
at  a  level  of  150  feet  above  sea  level,  and  near  its  exit  75  feet.  It  acts 
as  a  feeder  to  the  Deeds  and  Biverpool  canal — another  waterway 
traversing  the  Borough,  roughly,  from  east  to  west.  The  Douglas 
is  already  polluted  on  entering  the  Borough,  and  further  sources 
of  pollution  within  our  area  still  persist.  The  periodical  cleansing 
of  its  bed  is  a  constant  source  of  expenditure  to  the  Sanitary  Works 
Committee  ;  and  complaints  of  nuisance  have  in  the  past  been 
dealt  with  by  the  application  of  large  quantities  of  chloride  of  lime — 
an  expenditure  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  justify  by  results. 
Practically  throughout  its  course  the  Borough  rises  steeply  from 
the  banks  of  the  stream  ;  the  maximum  elevation  being  214  feet 
at  Whelley,  and  254  feet  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Borough. 
The  lowest  level  is  in  St.  Andrew’s  Ward,  near  the  Deeds  and  Diver- 
pool  canal,  where  the  land  is  liable  to  floods. 
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Geologically,  the  whole  of  the  Borough  rests  on  the  Lower 
Coal-measures  or  Gannister  Beds,  which  are  here  very  superficial, 
and  in  fact  outcrop  in  several  parts  of  the  district.  The  sub-soil  is 
mainly  clay,  which  in  places  has  a  depth  of  nearly  20  feet  ;  but 
there  is  an  important  layer  of  sand  covering  a  large  part  of  the  centre 
of  the  town,  and  extending  northwards  in  the  direction  of  Standish. 
In  other  parts  of  the  Borough  sand  is  found  in  “  pockets.”  Much 
of  the  western  portion  of  the  Borough,  beyond  the  Park,  lies  on  a 
fairly  extensive  gravel  bed. 

Great  alterations  in  the  levels  have  taken  place  as  a  result  of 
subsidence  due  to  the  colliery  workings,  and  this  is  detrimental  to 
the  public  welfare  by  causing  accumulations  of  water  in  parts  of 
the  Borough  and  interfering  seriously  with  the  level  of  the  sewers. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Arley,  Wor¬ 
thington,  Adlington,  and  Whitley  reservoirs,  and  a  service  reservoir 
having  a  total  capacity  of  255  million  gallons.  There  is  also  a  well 
at  Wrightington  which  provides  an  occasional  supply  of  water  of 
very  fine  quality  derived  from  the  sandstone  overlying  the  coal- 
measures. 

The  Pemberton  water  supply  is  stored  in  three  service  reser¬ 
voirs  at  Orrell,  and  an  underground  reservoir  near  Bispham  Hall, 
Billinge.  These  reservoirs  are  largely  replenished  by  pumping 
from  Nicholson’s  well,  which  supplies  a  large  quantity  of  very  pure 
water.  An  adjuvant  supply  was  derived  by  pumping  from  the 
Bispham  Hall  Colliery,  but  this  was  recently  found  by  the  Borough 
Analyst  and  myself  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  has  been  diverted  to 
compensation  purposes. 

In  addition  to  these  supplies,  the  Corporation  takes  annually 
about  182  million  gallons  of  Thirlmere  water  from  the  Manchester 
Corporation. 

The  daily  consumption  of  water  amounts  on  an  average  to  about 
1,610,000  gallons.  The  gathering  ground  from  which  the  greater 
part  of  this  water  is  derived  is  mainly  agricultural  land,  but  careful 
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precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  organic  pollution  as  far  as  possible, 
and  the  system  of  filtration  is  adequate.  Samples  of  water  taken 
from  various  parts  of  the  Borough  are  analysed  every  month,  and 
the  results  on  the  whole  are  uniformly  satisfactory.  Particulars 
will  be  found  in  the  Borough  Analyst’s  report  appended. 


IVlilk  Supply. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  milk  supply  is  derived  from 
cows  kept  on  farms  within  the  Borough. 

A  larger  amount  is  imported,  chiefly  from  Lancashire,  Cheshire, 
and  North  Wales  ;  though  a  certain  amount  comes  from  as  far  as 
the  neighbourhood  of  Carlisle. 

There  are  44  registered  cowsheds  in  the  Borough,  which  are 
under  constant  inspection.  Under  the  supervision  of  your  Veterinary 
Officer,  Mr.  Woods,  these  have  been,  with  very  few  exceptions,  re¬ 
constructed  and  brought  into  conformity  with  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies 
and  Milkshops  Orders.  Mr.  Woods  has  effected  a  remarkable 
improvement  by  the  exercise  of  constant  pressure  on  the  owners  ; 
and  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced  now  compares 
very  favourably  with  those  prevailing  in  other  districts. 

Samples  of  the  milk  are  regularly  taken  and  analysed  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  particulars  of  the  results  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Sewage  Disposal— Removal  of  Nightsoil ,  &cf 

The  whole  of  the  Borough,  with  the  exception  of  the  purely 
rural  areas,  is  sewered  and  drained. 

The  sewage  is  conducted  by  a  main  outfall  sewer,  which  runs 
in  the  valley  of  the  River  Douglas,  to  the  Sewage  Works  and  Farm 
at  Hoscar  Moss.  It  is  then  treated  by  the  addition  of  sulphate  of 
iron  and  lime  and  conducted  to  long  precipitation  tanks,  the  effluent 
from  which  is  distributed  for  land  filtration  on  the  farm.  The 
nature  of  the  soil,  however,  has  proved  unsuitable  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  final  effluent  has  been  continuously  unsatisfactory. 
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The  whole  of  this  question  has  been  carefully  considered  by 
the  Committees  concerned,  and  is  the  subject  of  an  exhaustive  report 
by  Mr.  Midgley  Taylor,  published  in  the  minutes  of  the  Sanitary 
Works  Committee  for  the  17th  September,  1912,  to  which  the  readers 
of  this  report  are  referred.  It  is  expected  that  the  re-modelling  of 
the  Works  suggested  by  Mr.  Midgley  Taylor  will  be  commenced  at 
an  early  date.  It  should  be  noted  that  Mr.  Midgley  Taylor’s  estimate 
of  the  filtration  area  required  is  based  on  the  normal  increase  of 
population,  but  allowance  should  be  made  for  an  early  increase  in 
the  normal  flow  which  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  the  water- 
carriage  system  becomes  more  widely  adopted. 

There  are  still  1,644  privy  middens  in  the  Borough  ;  all  of 
which  with  the  exception  of  8  are  in  Pemberton.  There  are  7,419 
pail  closets  and  6,972  water  closets  in  the  Borough.  The  remarks 
made  on  this  subject  in  my  last  Annual  Report  are  still  applicable, 
but  as  mentioned  below,  the  Committee  concerned  are  now  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  scheme  for  the  conversion,  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible, 
of  the  conservancy  system  to  the  water-carriage  system,  which 
remains  the  most  urgent  sanitary  need  of  the  district. 

The  methods  of  disposal  of  nightsoil  and  refuse  at  the  Miry  Lane 
Depot  necessarily  continue  in  the  old  unsatisfactory  condition,  but 
improvement  here  is  of  course  contingent  on  the  conversion  of  the 
privy  middens  and  pail  closets. 

Progress  in  the  improvement  of  our  deplorable  housing  con¬ 
ditions  has  been  steady,  though  necessarily  slow,  as  owing  to  the 
dearth  of  houses  the  Committee  has  been  prevented  from  carrying 
out  the  demolition  of  many  insanitary  houses  until  the  completion 
of  the  Municipal  Housing  Scheme.  The  work  done  in  this  connection 
is  fully  detailed  below,  and  details  of  sanitary  administration  generally 
will  be  found  in  Part  III.  of  this  report. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1913. 


Population  estimated  July  1st . 

Marriages  are  not  ascertained  for  the  County 

Borough. 

,,  Annual  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
ditto. 

Births  Males  . 1330  Total  . 

Females  . 1214 

Annual  rate  of  births  per  1,000  of  population 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales . 

Illegitimate  births  102,  or  1-09  per  1,000 

of  population  a  percentage  of  . 

Deaths  Males  .  891  Total  . 

Females  .  796 

Recorded  death-rate . 

Standardized  death-rate  . 

Ditto  in  England  and  Wales  . 

Death-rate  in  96  great  towns  . 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths . 

Total  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases . 

Annual  rate  of  mortality  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

Total  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  . 

Annual  rate  of  mortality  from  Diarrhoea . 

Infantile  rate  (deaths  per  1,900  births)  . 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales . 

Ditto  for  96  great  towns  . 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  day  old,  number 
,,  ,,  ,,  1  year  (legitimate)  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  1  year  (illegitimate)... 


1913.  1912. 

91,573  90,504 


2,544 

2,588 

27-78 

28-59 

23-9 

23-8 

4-00 

4-32 

1,687 

1,441 

18-42 

15-92 

20-53 

17-74 

13-4 

13-3 

14-7 

13-8 

857 

1,147 

279 

124 

3-04 

1-36 

111 

39 

1  21 

•42 

179 

125 

109 

95 

116 

101 

40 

55 

420 

305 

36 

19 

Acreage. — With  an  acreage  of  5,082,  and  a  population  estimated 
at  91,573,  we  have  18-01  persons  per  acre. 
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Population. — The  population  estimated  at  the  middle  of  the 
year  (June  30th,  1913)  is  91,573,  and  this  may  be  taken  as  fairly 
correct,  in  accordance  with  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  on  July 
1st. 

Births , — The  number  of  births  registered  during  1913  is  2,544 
(males  1,330,  females  1,214),  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
being  27-78.  The  birth-rate,  compared  with  1912  is  -81  lower. 
The  illegitimate  births  number  102,  or  4-00  per  cent. 

The  Mortality  Rate.- — The  deaths  for  1913  number  1,687  (males 
891,  females  796),  being  an  excess  of  95  males  over  females.  The 
recorded  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  annum  is  18-42;  in 
1912,  15-92;  thus  on  a  population  of  91,573  we  have  an  increase 
in  deaths  of  246  as  compared  with  1912.  There  is  therefore  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  death-rate  of  2-50  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  for  each  quarter  is  as  follows  :  — 


1913. 

All  Causes. 

Zymotics. 

1st  Quarter  . 

24-61 

5-19 

2nd  Quarter  . 

17-15 

1-31 

3rd  Quarter  . 

17-84 

3-84 

4th  Quarter  . 

14-22 

1-83 

The  Zymotic-rate,  3-04,  shows  an  increase  of  1-72  for  1913; 
in  the  previous  year  it  was  1  -36. 


The  Vita!  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales 

during  1913 . 

ENGLAND  &  WALES. 


1913. 

1912. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  living . 

23-9 

23-8 

13-3 

Death-rate  per  1,000  living  . 

13-4 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births . 

109 

95 

TABLE  I. 


Weekly  Return  oe  Births  and  Deaths  for  1913. 


1913 

Week  Ending. 

Deaths 
from  all 
Causes. 

Annual 
Rate 
per  1000. 

Deaths 

from 

Zymotics 

Zymotic 

Rate 

Births 

Annual 
Rate 
per  1000. 

J  anu  ary 

4 . 

34 

19-46 

10 

5-72 

48 

27-47 

11 . 

41 

23-47 

10 

5-72 

51 

29-19 

18 . 

38 

21-75 

7 

4-00 

41 

23-46 

25 . 

37 

21-17 

9 

5-15 

55 

31  -48 

Fehrnarv  1 . 

33 

18-87 

12 

6-86 

45 

25-74 

8 . 

44 

25-17 

7 

4-00 

64 

36-61 

15 . 

45 

25-74 

12 

6-86 

41 

23-45 

22 . 

49 

28-03 

15 

8-58 

47 

26-88 

March 

1 . 

41 

23*45 

10 

5-72 

42 

24-02 

8 . 

39 

22-31 

8 

4-57 

51 

29-17 

15 . 

49 

28-03 

10 

5-72 

45 

25-74 

22 . 

32 

18-30 

5 

2-86 

49 

28-03 

29 . 

36 

25-58 

3 

1  -71 

55 

31  -44 

April 

5 . 

32 

18-29 

4 

2-28 

50 

28-58 

12 . 

34 

19-43 

5 

2-85 

50 

28-58 

19 . 

37 

21  -14 

7 

4-00 

51 

29-14 

26 . 

25 

14-28 

2 

1-14 

51 

29-14 

May 

3 . 

28 

15-99 

1 

•57 

52 

29-69 

10 . 

25 

14-27 

1 

•57 

49 

27-98 

17 . 

27 

15-41 

2 

1-14 

49 

27-98 

24 . 

31 

17-69 

56 

31-96 

31 . 

44 

25-11 

48 

27-39 

June 

7 . 

15 

8-55 

1 

•57 

44 

25-09 

14 . 

25 

14-26 

4 

2-28 

52 

29-66 

21 . 

19 

10-83 

2 

1-14 

39 

22-24 

28 . 

20 

11-40 

1 

•57 

51 

29-07 

July 

5 . 

24 

13-67 

51 

29-05 

12 . 

14 

7-97 

44 

25-07 

19 . 

22 

12-52 

2 

1-13 

54 

30-70 

26 . 

21 

11-95 

1 

•56 

59 

33-59 

August 

2 . 

22 

12-52 

1 

•56 

47 

26-70 

9 . 

33 

18-78 

7 

3-98 

52 

29-59 

16 . 

36 

20-47 

8 

4-55 

49 

27-87 

23 . 

24 

13-65 

10 

5-68 

42 

23-89 

30 . 

34 

19-34 

12 

6-82 

51 

29-01 

Sept’ber 

6 . 

43 

24-45 

15 

8-53 

43 

24-45 

13 . 

36 

20-46 

13 

7-39 

56 

31-83 

20 . 

32 

18-19 

10 

5-68 

48 

27-28 

27 . 

34 

19-32 

9 

5-11 

59 

33  -54 

October 

4 . 

26 

14-77 

4 

2-27 

44 

25-00 

11 . 

35 

19-88 

7 

3-97 

55 

31-25 

18 . 

24 

13-62 

4 

2-27 

46 

26-12 

25 . 

28 

15-90 

7 

3-97 

55 

31  -23 

Nov’ber 

1 . 

13 

7-37 

4 

2-27 

41 

23-26 

8 . 

22 

12-48 

4 

2-27 

47 

26-67 

15 . 

21 

11-91 

5 

2-83 

41 

23-26 

22 . 

22 

12-47 

44 

24-95 

29 . 

20 

11-34 

1 

•56 

46 

26  -09 

Dec’ber 

6 . 

20 

11-33 

1 

•56 

44 

24-94 

13 . 

26 

14-73 

2 

1-13 

55 

31-17 

20 . 

24 

13-59 

1 

•56 

45 

25  -49 

27. . 

17 

9-63 

2 

1-13 

35 

19-83 
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Deaths 
from  other 
forms  of 
Tubercul’s. 
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death-rate. 
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Death-rate  for  Wigan  during  the  Last  Ten  Years. 


1904  .  21*49  \ 

1905  . 18*07 

1906  .  17*61  / 

1907  .  18*03  ( 

1908  .  16*97l  Average  for 

>  10  years, 

1909  .  18*28  f  17*76. 

1910  .  14*55  I 

1911  . 18*27  1 

1912  .  15*92  I 

1913  .  18*42  J 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  is  456,  or  179  per  1,000  births,  and  of  children  over  one 
year  and  under  five  years  308,  or  3*36  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

These  figures  compare  with  324  deaths  under  one  year,  a  rate 
of  125  per  1,000  in  1912. 

An  analysis  of  these  456  deaths  shows  that  they  may  be  grouped 
under  the  following  headings  : — 

1.  Premature  Birth,  Congenital  Debility,  Malnut¬ 


rition,  and  Congenital  Malformations  .  170 

2.  Diarrhoea .  86 

3.  Bronchitis  .  37 

4.  Pneumonia  .  63 

5.  Measles  .  26 

6.  Whooping  Cough  .  6 

7.  Other  causes  .  68 
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Generally  speaking,  we  may  regard  the  number  of  deaths  frond 
the  causes  included  in  the  first  group  as  an  index  of  unsatisfactory 
pre-natal  conditions.  Although  this  group  of  causes  is  responsible 
for  more  deaths  than  any  other  single  cause  in  the  list,  the  number 
is  not  high  as  compared  with  that  in  other  industrial  centres.  This 
is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  a  comparatively  low  per¬ 
centage  of  employed  married  women.  The  principal  factors  in 
maintaining  this  number  appear  to  be  ignorance,  intemperance,  and 
want  of  a  proper  sense  of  parental  responsibility  among  certain 
classes  of  the  population.  There  is  also  a  certain  amount  of  evidence 
to  show  that  the  practice  of  taking  drugs  to  procure  abortion  is  very 
common.  While  these  drugs  very  rarely  produce  the  desired  effect, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  by  injuriously  affecting  the  health  of 
the  mother  they  prejudice  the  life  of  the  child. 

The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  are  directly  proportional  to  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  the  degree  of  ignorance  and  want  of  care 
in  feeding  infants  that  naturally  prevail  where  the  housing  and  other 
conditions  are  bad.  The  appended  table  shows  that  the  infantile 
death-rate  from  this  cause  is  highest  in  North,  South  and  West 
Pemberton  Wards  and  Victoria  Ward.  The  former  are  almost 
entirely  privy- midden  wards  and  Victoria  Ward  besides  being  very 
congested  is  close  to  the  Miry  Dane  Depot,  and  has  been  shown  to 
suffer  unduly  from  flies  on  this  acount.  The  comparative  immunity 
from  this  disease  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Swinley,  and  All  Saints’  Wards 
provides  the  most  remarkable  evidence  of  the  direct  relationship 
that  exists  between  sanitary  conditions  and  health.  It  is  frequently 
argued  by  property  owners  that  obviously  insanitary  houses  are 
“  perfectly  healthy  ”  because  the  tenants  have  lived  many  years  in 
them  without  sickness.  The  fact  is  that  adult  human  beings  can 
survive  in  almost  any  environment,  but  the  people  who  attempt  to 
argue  thus  entirely  ignore  the  infant  lives  that  have  been  swept 
away  by  the  effects  of  ignorance  and  dirt. 


The  large  number  of  deaths  from  Measles  was  due  to  the 
epidemic  which  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Such 
epidemics  are  still  unfortunately  of  periodic  occurrence  in  all  towns, 
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and  the  disease  presents  peculiar  difficulties  in  the  way  of  adminis¬ 
tration.  It  is  most  unfortunate  that  this  deadly  disease  is  still  very 
commonly  regarded  as  a  trivial  ailment. 


The  very  large  number  of  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
is  apparently  inevitable.  It  is  of  course  due  largely  to  climatic 
conditions,  but  also  to  want  of  ventilation  in  the  homes,  and  ignorance 
in  the  matter  of  suitable  clothing,  and  the  practice  of  exposing  young 
infants  to  the  foul  air  of  crowded  places  of  entertainment.  These 
latter  factors  can  only  be  counteracted  by  the  practical  teaching  of 
Hygiene  in  the  schools  and  the  educative  work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 


The  following  tables  show  the  Infantile  Deaths  in  the  various 
Wards,  and  the  aggregate  infantile  death-rates  in  Wards  for  the 
years  1911,  1912,  and  1913  ;  the  infantile  deaths  and  aggregate 
death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  in  Wards  during  the  same  three  years  ; 
the  deaths  and  death-rates  from  Atrophy,  Debility,  etc.,  in  Wards  ; 
and  the  deaths  and  death-rates  in  Wards  from  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  : — 


INFANTILE  DEATHS  FOR  1911,  1912  &  1913. 


Deaths 

1911. 

under  t 
1912. 

welve  mo 

1913. 

nths 

Total. 

No.  1. — St.  George  Ward  . 

25 

24 

38 

87 

No.  2. — Lindsay  Ward  . 

28 

14 

19 

61 

No.  3. — St.  Catharine  Ward  . 

54 

26 

45 

125 

No.  4. — St.  Patrick  Ward  . 

51 

51 

50 

152 

No.  5. — St.  Thomas  Ward  . 

37 

23 

42 

102 

No.  6. — Poolstock  Ward  . 

25 

28 

24 

77 

No.  7. — Victoria  Ward  . 

48 

27 

39 

114 

No.  8. — St.  Andrew  Ward  . 

28 

20 

45 

93 

No.  9. — Swinley  Ward . 

16 

13 

14 

43 

No.  10. — All  Saints’  Ward  . 

9 

11 

8 

28 

No.  11. — West  Pemberton  Ward . 

30 

19 

30 

79 

No.  12. — North  Pemberton  Ward  . 

50 

30 

51 

131 

No.  13. — Central  Pemberton  Ward  . 

25 

11 

18 

54 

No.  14. — South  Pemberton  Ward  . 

44 

27 

33 

104 

Totals . 

470 

324 

456 

1,250 

INFANTILE  DEATH-RATES  IN  WARDS  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 

(Calculated  on  Notified  Births). 


Ward. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

3  years, 
1911-1913. 

No.  1. — St.  George  . » . 

200-0 

214-2 

275-3 

232-0 

No.  2. — Lindsay . 

207-4 

117-6 

128-3 

151-7 

No.  3. — St.  Catharine  . 

228-8 

95-5 

197-3 

169-8 

No.  4. — St.  Patrick  . 

150-4 

168-8 

157-2 

158-4 

No.  5. — St.  Thomas  . 

255-1 

145-6 

333-3 

237-7 

No.  6. — Poolstock . 

200-0 

193-7 

126-9 

168-2 

No.  7. — Victoria  . 

333-3 

128-5 

217-8 

213-8 

No.  8. — St.  Andrew  . 

106-4 

78-6 

154-2 

112-1 

No.  9. — Swinley  . 

179-7 

141-3 

103-7 

136-0 

No.  10. —All  Saints’  . 

113-9 

110-0 

44-4 

77-9 

No.  11. — West  Pemberton  . 

245-9 

168-1 

254-2 

223-7 

No.  12. — North  Pemberton  . 

110-0 

138-8 

354-1 

219-0 

No.  13. — Central  Pemberton  . 

194-6 

69-1 

148-7 

132-3 

No.  14. — South  Pemberton . 

257-3 

134-3 

239-3 

200-7 

Total  . 

... 

... 

... 

171-89 

]' 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA. 


Ward. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Total. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

No. 

1.— St.  George  . 

7 

4 

11 

29-3 

No. 

2.- — Lmdsay  . 

8 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

22-3 

No. 

3. — -St.  Catharine  . 

15 

5 

6 

26 

48  *5 

No. 

4. — St.  Patrick  . 

19 

7 

12 

38 

39-6 

No. 

.5. — St.  Thomas  . 

8 

3 

9 

20 

46-6 

No. 

6. — Poolstock  . 

9 

•  •  • 

4 

13 

28-4 

No. 

7. — Victoria  . 

18 

3 

9 

30 

56-2 

No. 

8. — St  Andrew  . 

7 

•  •  • 

5 

12 

14-4 

No. 

9. — Swinley  . 

3 

•  .  • 

3 

6 

18-9 

No. 

10. — All  Saints’  . 

2 

2 

1 

5 

13-9 

No. 

11. — West  Pemberton  . 

16 

5 

7 

28 

79-3 

No. 

12. — North  Pemberton  . 

16 

5 

14 

35 

58-5 

No. 

13. — Central  Pemberton  .... 

9 

1 

3 

13 

31-8 

No. 

14. — South  Pemberton . 

18 

3 

8 

29 

56*1 

Totals . 

155 

34 

86 

275 

37*9 

“  GROUP  of  5.” 


Ward. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Total 

Births. 

No. 

1.- 

—St.  George  . 

4 

11 

19 

34 

90-6 

375 

No. 

2.- 

—Lindsay . 

12 

7 

7 

26 

64*6 

402 

No. 

3.- 

— St.  Catharine  . 

13 

10 

18 

41 

55-7 

736 

No. 

4.- 

— St.  Patrick  . 

14 

22 

18 

54 

56  *3 

959 

No. 

5.- 

— St.  Thomas  . 

13 

10 

12 

35 

81-3 

429 

No. 

6.- 

— Poolstock  . 

9 

17 

12 

38 

83-1 

457 

No. 

7.- 

— Victoria . 

14 

15 

14 

43 

80-6 

533 

No. 

8.- 

— St.  Andrew  . 

8 

10 

12 

30 

36-1 

829 

No. 

9.- 

— Swinley  . 

3 

5 

8 

16 

50-6 

316 

No. 

10. 

— A1  Saints’  . . . 

2 

3 

5 

10 

27-8 

359 

No. 

11. 

— West  Pemberton  . 

3 

5 

7 

15 

42-4 

353 

No. 

12. 

— North  Pemberton . 

12 

14 

14 

40 

66  -8 

598 

No. 

13. 

— Central  Pemberton  .... 

7 

5 

8 

20 

49-0 

408 

No. 

14. 

— South  Pemberton  . 

13 

13 

16 

42 

81-0 

518 

Totals . 

127 

147 

170 

444 

61*0 

7,272 

I  l 


Group  of  5,  i.e.,  Infantile  Deaths  from  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Congenital 
Defects,  Premature  Birth,  Injury  at  Birth,  Wp.nt  of  Breast  Milk, 


Infantile  Mortality  from  (1)  Bronchitis,  (2)  Pneumonia,  during  1911,  1912  and  1913,  in  each  Ward  ;  also 
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The  following  Diagram  illustrates  the  fluctuations  in  the! 
Ordinary  and  Infantile  Death-rates  during  the  past  10  years. 

Senile  Mortality.— The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  of  60  years 
of  age  and  over  is  381,  or  4*16  per  1,000  of  population. 


No.  OF  DEATHS  IN  DIFFERENT  WARDS  IN  WIGAN,  1913. 


Ward. 

Census 

PopT’tion 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Totals. 

Rate. 

1 

4,905 

34 

34 

21 

23 

112 

22-83 

2 

5,295 

42 

19 

13 

11 

85 

a  8 -05 

3 

7,586 

62 

35 

33 

31 

161 

21-22 

4 

9,795 

59 

45 

42 

25 

171 

17- <5 

p* 

0 

4,382 

25 

20 

26 

28 

99 

22-36 

6 

5,4*3 

18 

17 

23 

13 

71 

13-11 

7 

4,836 

61 

27 

39 

27 

154 

31-84 

8 

12,378 

59 

47 

30 

31 

167 

13-49 

9 

7,384 

18 

18 

27 

23 

86 

11-64 

10 

3,536 

15 

9 

13 

10 

47 

13-29 

11 

4,188 

36 

23 

18 

17 

94 

22-44 

12 

7,379 

47 

28 

45 

25 

145 

19-65 

13 

5,962 

16 

24 

17 

13 

70 

12-29 

14 

6,113 

26 

16 

27 

21 

90 

14-72 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

35 

36 

33 

30 

134 

Total  . . . 

553 

399 

407 

328 

1,687 

18-42 

Statement  of  Deaths  of  Non-Residents  occurring  in  Wigan. 


Deaths  from  : — 

Accidents . 

...  16 

Under 

Years. 

1 . 

.  2 

Cancer . 

3 

1  and  under  5 . 

.  13 

Heart  Affections  . 

7 

5 

15 . 

.  9 

Other  Diseases  . 

...  32 

15 

25 . 

.  6 

Pneumonia  . 

9 

25 

35 . 

.  8 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  .... 

3 

35 

45 . 

.  13 

Enteric . 

2 

45 

55 . 

.  16 

Phthisis  . 

1 

55 

60 . 

.  8 

Nephritis  . 

3 

60 

65 . 

.  3 

Appendicitis . 

6 

Over 

65 . 

.  5 

Tubercular  Meningitis . 

1 

83 


83 


84 


CENSUS,  1911. 

Wards.  Population. 

St.  George’s  .  4,905 

Iyindsay  . 5,295 

St.  Catharine’s  .  7,586 

St.  Patrick’s  .  9,795 

St.  Thomas  .  4,382 

Poolstock .  5,413 

Victoria  .  4,836 

St.  Andrew’s  .  12,378 

Swinley  .  7,384 

All  Saints’  . 3,536 

West  Pemberton  .  4,188 

North  Pemberton  .  7,379 

Central  Pemberton  . .  5,962 

South  Pemberton .  6,113 


Total 


89,152 
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TABLE  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  tie  Year  1913.  _ Name  of  District  Wigan  County  Borough. 

■ - -  "  Total  Deaths 

Ne  :  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of  “  Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within  or  whether  of 

without  the  District.  residents 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  Mortality  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  namely, 
Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Typhus,  Enteric 
Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Diarhoea,  gives  us  a  rate  of 
3-04  per  1,000  of  the  population,  against  1-36  in  1912. 


The  deaths  numbered  279  as  against  124  in  1912. 


The  Zymotic  rate,  3-04,  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Deaths  per  1,000. 


j 

1913 

1912 

Small  Pnx  . 

Sparlftt,  Dfivor  . 

•01 

•01 

. 

1-34 

•33 

•24 

•32 

Tvnhiis  . 

TT.rvf.ATMP.  . 

•14 

•13 

T^ir'iViF.ViATM^l.  . 

•06 

•09 

DioTrliopa.  . 

1-21 

•42 

UnArnArn.l  . 

•03 

Tf’.rvsirwU  a,s  . 

•03 

•01 

42 


The  Zymotic  rate  during  each  of  the  four  quarters  was 


1913 

1912 

1st  Quarter  . . 

5-19 

•57 

1  -32 

2nd  ,,  . . . 

1  -31 

3rd  . 

3-84 

1  -59 

4th  . 

1-83 

1-84 

Table  of  Zymotic  Diseases. 


A.' 


Notified. 

Died. 

Case 

Mortality  %. 

Small  Pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

71 

1 

1-40 

Enteric  Fever . 

97 

13 

13-40 

Diphtheria  . . . 

34 

6 

17-64 

Measles  . 

•  .  • 

123 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough  . 

•  •  • 

22 

•  • 

Diarrhoea  . 

•  •  • 

111 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever . 

6 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

Erysipelas  . 

56 

3 

5-35 

Typhus  . 

1 

... 

... 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  tables  that  the  increase  in  the  Zymotic 
death-rate  is  entirely  attributable  to  the  prevalence  during  the  year 
of  Measles  and  Diarrhoea. 

There  was  an  increase  of  24  in  the  cases  of  Enteric  notified, 
but  only  one  more  death  than  in  1912. 

The  following  table  shows  comparatively  the  rates  per  1,000 
of  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in 
Wigan  : — 


Rat©  per  1,000  of 
Population,  1913. 


Disease. 

England 
and  Wales. 

Wigan. 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  . 

2-64 

2-26 

,,  (other  forms,  since  1st  February,  1913) . 

1-14 

•66 

Small  Pox  . 

Typhus  Fever  . 

•01 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

3-57 

•77 

Diphtheria . 

1  -39 

•37 

Enteric  Fever  . 

0-22 

1  -05 

Continued  Fever  . 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 

0-05 

•63 

•06 

•61 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  . 

•01 

Poliomylitis . 

•02 

Cholera  . 

Plague . 

220 

200 

I  8  0 

160 

140 

I  20 

J  00 

80 

60 

40 

20 


Diagram  Shewing  Oraphi catty  the 
comparative  responsibility  of  the  more 
important*  causes  of  Death. 
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Death-rates,  1913. 


Disease. 


No.  of  Deaths!  Date. 


Enteric  Fever  . 

Small  Pox  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Congh  . 

Diphtheria  and  Croup . 

Influenza  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis  . 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

Rheumatic  Fever  . • . 


13 

123 

1 

22 

6 

9 

3 

81 

25 

34 

53 

4 


•14 
•  •  • 
•34 
•01 
•24 
•06 
•09 
•03 
•88 
•27 
•37 
•58 
•04 


Orcra.m  o.  TTpia.rt  Disna.sn  . 

106 

1-15 

Bronchitis  . ! 

200 

2-18 

Pnfinmnnia  fall  forimsl  . 

212 

2-31 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratorv  Organs . 

15 

•16 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  . 

120 

1  *31 

Appendicitis  and  Tvphlitis  . 

7 

•07 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

8 

•08 

Alcoholism  . 

4 

•04 

Nephritis  and  Fright’s  Disease  . 

35 

•38 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturitian  . 

10 

•10 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation  (including 
Premature  Birth)  . . . 

170 

1-85 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding  Suicides) . 

62 

•67 

Suicide  . 

9 

•09 

Other  Defined  Diseases . 

311 

3-39 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

28 

•30 

Total  . 

1,687 

18-42 

Number  of  Notifications  compared  with  other  years  : — 


f. 


Disease. 

1901 

1902  1903 

1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909  1910  19111,1912  1913 

Small  Pox  . 

0 

4 

66 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Typhus  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Scarlet . 

264 

557 

362 

191 

325 

256 

175 

220 

730 

395 

176 

142 

71 

Enteric  . 

71 

76 

51 

56 

133 

138 

107 

103 

93 

128 

151 

73 

97 

Continued  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

49 

60 

38 

9 

49 

49 

66 

36 

34 

38 

66 

38 

34 

Puerperal  . 

8 

10 

5 

8 

16 

9 

8 

12 

8 

4 

7 

4 

6 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas . 

65 

65 

51 

47 

92 

86 

77 

71 

75 

70 

84 

47 

56 

Ophth.  Neon . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26 

16 

Acute  Poliomylitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Pul.  Tuberculosis... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

217 

207 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

61 

Total  . 

457 

772 

573 

313 

618 

538 

433 

442 

940 

635 

491 

553 

549 

j 


Analysis  of  Notifications. 


Disease. 

Jan. 

Feb.  Mar.' Apr.  May  Jun.  J’lyJ 

Aug.  |  Sept 

! 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totl. 

Small  Pox  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

3 

6 

5 

4 

4 

8 

8 

5 

4 

10 

13 

3 

71 

Typhus  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

3 

7 

1 

6 

8 

8 

4 

3 

7 

18 

12 

20 

97 

Continued  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria . 

2 

o 

jLJ 

4 

1 

3 

3 

4 

2 

2 

6 

3 

2 

34 

Puerperal . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

9 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6 

Ervsipelas . 

9 

3 

6 

5 

6 

2 

0 

3 

5 

4 

7 

6 

56 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophth.  Neon . 

3 

0 

3 

3 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

16 

Acute  Poliomylitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis . 

15 

26 

15 

18 

15 

15 

18 

15 

20 

16 

13 

21 

207 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases  . 

0 

25 

8 

6 

2 

6 

1 

2 

2 

4 

0 

5 

61 

Total  . 

35 

69 

42 

44 

39 

46 

37 

32 

40 

60 

49 

58 

549 

SMALL  POX. 

We  have  had  no  cases  of  Small  Pox  during  the  year. 

Vaccination  Returns,  1912-1913. 

The  following  Vaccination  Returns  have  been  supplied  to  me 
by  the  Vaccination  Officer,  Mr.  R.  Halliwell,  J.P.  : — 


January  to 

July  to 

The  whole  of 

June,  1912. 

Dec..  1912. 

' 

1912.* 

Births  Registered  . 

992 

855 

1847 

Successfully  Vaccinated  . 

571 

440 

1025 

Insusceptible  . 

2 

2 

4 

Exemptions,  Section  2,  1899 . 

293 

296 

589 

Died  Unvaccinated  . 

76 

70 

157 

Postponed  by  Certificates . 

10 

11 

9 

Left  Town  and  Reported  to  other 

Districts  . 

1 

2 

3 

Cannot  Trace  . 

1 

11 

37 

Refusals  and  Not  Accounted  for... 

40 

23 

25 

Total  Number  of  Successful  Vaccinations,  all 

Ages,  1915 . 

. 1868 

99 

,  1906 . 

. 1801 

99 

1907 . 

. 1754 

99 

1908 . 

. 1738 

99 

1909 . 

. 1371 

99 

1910 . 

. 1266 

99 

1911 . 

. 1118 

99 

„  1912 . 

. 1153 

»  „  1913 .  895 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  12  months  in  1902 .  368 

»  1903 .  399 

»»  1904 .  405 

»  1905 . 385 

»»  1906 .  328 

1907  .  325 

1908  .  332 

»  1909 .  350 

»»  1910 .  265 

»  1911 .  325 

»  1912 .  240 

.  »  .  1913 . . .  334 

*These  figures  are  given  as  supplied  by  the  Vaccination  Officer, 

Full  particulars  for  1913  are  not  vet  available. 


99 

99 


5CARLET  FEVER 

CHART Cases  notified  in  red  •  Deafhs  in  Black  • 


71  CASES 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


Number  of  Notifications .  71 

Number  of  Deaths .  1 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  Population  . .  -Oil 


The  number  of  Notifications  of  this  Disease  is,  for  1913,  71, 
against  142  in  1912.  One  death  occurred,  giving  a  rate  of  -Oil  as 
against  1  death  with  a  rate  of  -Oil  in  1912. 


i  January... 
February 

March  . 

April  . 

May  . 

J  line . 

July  . 

August . 

September 
October  .. 
November 
December 


Notifications. 


3 
6 
5 

4 

4 
8 
8 

5 
4 

10 

13 

3 


Total .  71 


Removed  to 
Sanatorium. 


Deaths. 


3 

6 

3 

2 

3 

4 

5 
5 
3 

7 

8 
1 


50 


1 


1 


The  percentage  of  removals  to  Sanatorium  has  been  70-42 
against  80-98  in  1912,  and  69-88  in  1911. 

There  were  no  return  cases  during  the  year. 

We  had  1  death  among  those  notified ;  this  occurred  in 
hospital  ;  giving  a  fatality  rate  of  2-00%  of  hospital-treated  cases, 
as  against  -87%  in  1912. 

The  progressive  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
Borough  since  1909,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  table,  is  very 
remarkable. 

The  number  of  notifications  in  1912,  namely  142,  was  the 
lowest  that  had  been  recorded  since  notification  had  been  in  force, 
and  during  1913  this  number  has  been  exactly  halved.  It  has 
accordingly  been  possible  to  keep  one  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  blocks 
at  the  Sanatorium  closed  throughout  the  year.  Our  comparative 
immunity  was  the  more  remarkable  as  there  were  severe  epidemics 
in  several  Fancashire  towns  during  the  year.  This  immunity  is 
not  without  its  danger,  as  a  generation  of  children  is  reaching  school 
age  who  will  be  almost  virgin  soil  for  infection,  and  the  utmost 
vigilance  will  be  required  in  connection  with  outbreaks  in  the  schools. 
There  have  been  no  “  return  ”  cases  during  the  year,  but  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  discharging  are  not  satisfactory,  and  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  the  Committee  has  decided  to  build  a  discharging  ward  as  an 
extension  to  the  Gee  block. 
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Borough  of  Wigan. 

Notification  of  Disease  adopted  March,  1889.  Hospital 

opened  1891. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


Year. 

Estim. 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Cases 

notifi’d. 

Under 

five 

Years. 

Deaths. 

Cases 

in 

hospital 

. 

Attacks 

per 

1,000. 

Deaths 

per 

1,000. 

Rem’v’ls 
per  cent, 
per 

annum. 

1889 

53916 

182 

76 

23 

15 

3-37 

•42 

8-24 

1890 

54440 

235 

163 

29 

83 

4-31 

•42 

35-31 

1891 

55084 

278 

198 

28 

150 

6-86 

•50 

39-68 

1892 

56040 

218 

117 

10 

79 

3-89 

•17 

36-69 

1893 

57483 

336 

211 

45 

183 

5-84 

•78 

54-4  9 

1894 

58529 

361 

215 

15 

200 

6-16 

•25 

55-4  0 

1895 

59469 

157  ' 

84 

5 

92 

2-64 

•08 

58-59 

1896 

60235 

151 

83 

8 

43 

2-50 

•13 

28-47 

1897 

61202 

191 

84 

10 

95 

3-12 

•16 

49-74 

1898 

61697 

420 

220 

22 

189 

6-80 

•35 

45-00 

1899 

62630 

245 

129 

19 

142 

3-91 

•30 

57-95 

1900 

63440 

485 

159 

21 

211 

7-63 

•33 

42-59 

1901 

60923 

264 

92 

16 

155 

4-00 

•26 

58-70 

1902 

61827 

557 

190 

33 

246 

9-00 

•53 

44-16 

1903 

62689 

362 

119 

26 

205 

5-77 

•41 

56  -63 

1904 

64249 

191 

88 

11 

130 

2-97 

•17 

68-06 

1905 

88306 

325 

131 

11 

207 

3-68 

•12 

63-69 

1906 

89342 

256 

96 

5 

126 

2-87 

•055 

49-21 

1907 

90765 

175 

70 

9 

93 

1-92 

•099 

53-14 

1908 

92114 

220 

69 

11 

138 

2-38 

•11 

62-72 

1909 

93263 

730 

207 

16 

331 

7*82 

•17 

45-34 

1910 

94654 

395 

110 

10 

201 

4-17 

•10 

50-88 

1911 

89631 

176 

53 

4 

123 

1-96 

•044 

69-88 

1912 

90504 

142 

39 

1 

115 

1-56 

•011 

80-98 

1913 

91573 

71 

18 

1 

50 

•77 

•011 

1  70-42 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OP  SCARLET  FEVER. 
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MEASLES. 

The  deaths  numbered  123,  or  a  rate  of  1-34  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


Deaths  in 
1913. 

Deaths  in 
1912. 

•Tfl.nnfl.rv  . 

31 

2 

February  . 

40 

March . 

32 

1 

April . 

13 

1 

3 

•Tune  . 

2 

August  . 

1 

1 

September  . 

1 

1 

October . 

4 

November  . 

3 

December  . 

17 

Total  . 

123 

30 

The  deaths  from  Measles  numbered  123,  a  very  regrettable 
figure  which,  as  already  pointed  out,  had  a  serious  influence  on  our 
Infant  Mortality  rate,  as  no  less  than  26  of  these  deaths  occurred 
in  children  under  one  year  of  age. 

Of  these  deaths  116  occurred  during  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year  ;  the  greatest  number  being  in  February  when  there  were 
40  deaths.  This  is  a  very  unfavourable  time  of  the  year  for  Measles 
to  become  prevalent,  as  the  respiratory  death-rate  is  always  high  at 
this  season,  and  in  the  majority  of  fatal  cases  of  Measles  the  patients 
die  of  complications  affecting  the  respiratory  organs,  especially 
Broncho-pneumonia. 

The  following  table  shows  the  schools  and  departments  which 
were  closed  on  account  of  Measles,  and  the  periods  for  which  they 
were  closed  : — 


Schools  Closed  by  Order  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 


School. 

Department. 

Period. 

Whelley  Branch  . 

Infants’  . 

January  9th — January  27th,  1913. 

National  &  B.C . 

Do . 

January  14th — February  3rd,  1913. 

St.  Catherine's . 

Do . 

January  14th — February  6th,  1913. 

St.  Patrick’s  . 

Jr.  Boys’  . 

Jr.  Girls’  . 

January  14th — January  31st,  1913. 

Do.  . 

January  14th — January  31st,  1913. 

St,  John’s  C.E . 

Infants’  . 

January  14th,  for  18  consecutive  days. 

Pemberton  Colliery  ... 

Do . 

Do.  Do. 

Poolstock . 

Do . 

February  3rd — February  24th,  1913. 

Worsley  Mesnes  . 

Do . 

February  3rd,  for  19  consecutive  days. 

Clayton  Street . 

Do . 

February  3rd — February  23rd,  1913. 

St.  Paul’s  . 

Do . 

February  10th,  for  14  consecutive  days. 

St.  Andrew’s  . 

Do . 

February  10th — February  24th,  1913, 

St.  George’s  . 

Do . 

February  17th — March  3rd,  1913. 

Wesleyan  . 

Do . 

March  4th — March  19th,  1913. 

DEATH  RETURNS  CHART  1. 

- ;  1913.  - 


Measles  (Red) 
Whooping  Cough  (Black) 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  is  22,  against  29 
in  1912,  and  35  in  1911.  The  number  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Deaths  in 

1913. 

Deaths  in 
1912. 

January  . 

4 

February  . 

5 

March . 

4 

2 

4 

6 

May  . 

4 

J  une  . 

9 

6 

1 

2 

August  . 

1 

September  . 

1 

October . 

1 

November  . 

1 

6 

December  . 

1 

Total  . 

22 

29 

The  deaths  were  less  in  1913  by  7.  It  is  a  very  dangerous 
disease  owing  to  the  lung  affections  which  supervene,  and  is  highly 
infectious,  but  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  mothers  of  its  seriousness. 


TYPHUS  FEVER. 

One  case  notified  and  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  as  Enteric 
Fever  proved  to  be  a  case  of  Typhus. 

The  case  occurred  in  a  collier  living  in  the  extreme  south  of  the 
Pemberton  district. 

The  patient  and  the  nurses  who  had  been  in  attendance  on  him 
were  at  once  isolated,  and  all  contacts  at  his  home  were  kept  under 
observation.  No  other  cases  occurred  and  the  patient  made  a  good 
recovery.  It  was  ascertained  that  within  the  period  of  incubation 
the  patient  had  visited  Liverpool,  where  two  cases  had  been  notified 
a  short  time  previously.  Enquiries  were  made  from  the  Medical 
Officer  there,  who  reported  that  it  was  not  likely  in  his  opinion  that 
the  infection  could  have  come  from  Liverpool,  as  all  cases  notified 
there  had  been  immediately  isolated.  The  patient  lived  in  a  house 
without  through  ventilation,  and  with  a  privy  midden,  but  the 
sanitary  circumstances  were  not  otherwise  bad  ;  the  house  being 
almost  in  the  country,  and  there  was  no  poverty. 
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'This  was  the  first  case  of  Typhus  notified  in  Wigan  for  18  years. 

The  other  cases  notified  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  year 
were  as  follows  : — 4  in  Liverpool,  2  in  Stepney,  and  1  each  in  Ber¬ 
mondsey,  Bethnal  Green,  Southwark,  Culmstock  Rural  District, 
Ely  Rural  District,  East  Ham,  Spalding,  Portsmouth,  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  and  Ebbw  Vale. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 


Number  of  Notifications .  97 

Number  of  Deaths .  13 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population .  *14 

Removed  to  Sanatorium  .  76 


We  have  for  1913,  97  notifications,  against  73  in  1912,  and 
151  in  1911.  A  few  of  the  cases  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  turned 
out  to  be  cases  of  other  febrile  diseases. 


The  number  of  deaths  was  13,  or  13-40  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
notified,  against  a  rate  of  16-43  per  cent,  in  1912,  and  19-20  per  cent, 
in  1911. 


Removed  to  Sanatorium. 


J  anuary  .  3 

February  .  6 

March .  1 

April .  5 

May  .  8 

June  .  7 

July .  4 

August  .  2 

September  .  3 

October .  13 

November  .  11 

December  .  13 


ai 


^  ’  $  •  -i 

We  had  32  specimens  of  blood  examined  at  the  Thompson- Yates 
Laboratory,  Liverpool,  with  the  following  result  : — Positive  reaction, 
21  ;  Negative  reaction,  9  ;  Indefinite  reaction,  2. 

The  fatality  rate  is  lower.  We  have  13  deaths  in  97  cases, 
a  rate  of  13-40  per  cent. 

I  here  give  the  weekly  number  of  Notifications  for  the  year  : — - 
Weekly  Notifications  for  1913. 


January 

18th  . 

.  2 

August 

9th 

9  9 

31st  . 

.  1 

9  9 

23rd 

February 

8th  . 

.  1 

September  6th 

99 

15th  . 

.  2 

99 

13th 

99 

22nd  . 

.  3 

9  9 

20th 

March 

1st  . 

.  1 

9  9 

27th 

99 

29th  . 

.  1 

October 

4th 

April 

5th  . 

.  1 

99 

lit? 

99 

12th  . 

.  2 

99 

18th 

99 

19th  . 

.  1 

99 

25  th 

>9 

26th  . 

.  2 

November  1st 

May 

10th  . 

.  2 

99 

8  th 

99 

17th  . 

.  1 

99 

15th 

99 

24th  . 

.  3 

99 

22nd 

99 

31st  . 

.  2 

99 

29th 

June 

7th  . 

.  4 

December 

6th 

99 

14th  . 

.  3 

99 

20th 

99 

28th  . 

.  1 

27th 

July 

5th  . 

.  2 

99 

31st 

99 

19th  . 

.  2 

Enteric  Lever. 


Notific 

1912 

ation. 

1913 

Deaths. 

1912  |  1913 

January  . 

4 

3 

1 

February  . 

3 

7 

1 

March  . 

2 

1 

April  . 

9 

6 

1 

May . 

2 

8 

June  . 

3 

8 

1 

2 

July  . 

5 

4 

2 

1 

August . 

8 

3 

1 

September . 

9 

7 

2 

October  . 

8 

18 

2 

1 

November  . 

7 

12 

2 

December  . 

13 

20 

4 

3 

Total  . . 

73 

97 

12 

1  13 

o2 


Incidence  of  Enteric  Fever  for  Eighteen  Years. 


Year. 

Notified  Cases. 

Deaths  from 
Enteric. 

Enteric  Fever 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1896 

101 

14 

•23 

1897 

63 

10 

•16 

1898 

92 

17 

•27 

1899 

174 

25 

•40 

1900 

104 

19 

•29 

1901 

71 

12 

•19 

1902 

76 

14 

•22 

1903 

51 

11 

•17 

1904 

56 

16 

•24 

1905 

133 

36 

•40 

1906 

138 

27 

•30 

1907 

107 

22 

•24 

1908 

103 

26 

•28 

1909 

93 

18 

•19 

1910 

128 

26 

•27 

1911 

151 

29 

•32 

1912 

73 

12 

•13 

1913 

97 

13 

•14 

Age  Incidence. 
Years. 


1—4 

5—9 

10—14 

15—19 

20—24 

25—29 

30  and  over 

2 

12 

10 

11 

11 

14 

37 

u 

Total  Cases,  97. 


The  age  incidence  shows  the  greatest  number  of  cases  has 
occurred  in  persons  over  30  years,  and  the  next  larger  in  cases  from 


25-29. 


Houses  in  which  cases  have  occurred  with  : — 


Privy 

Pails. 

Waste  Water 

Water 

Midden. 

Closets. 

Closets. 

43 

31 

5 

17 

One  case  occurred  in  Public  Institution. 
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Number  of  privy  middens  in  Wigan  .  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pemberton .  1638 

,,  ,,  ashpits  ,,  75 

,,  „  cesspools  ,,  3 

,,  „  „  Wigan  .  1 

,,  ,,  ashpits  „  .  38 

,,  wagons  ,,  .  Nil 


Street  List  of  Deaths  from  Enteric  Fever. 


Wigan. 

Altham’s  Yard  . 

Pemberton. 

.  1 

Green’s  Yard,  Douglas  Street.. 

.  1 

Byrom  Street . 

.  1 

Marsden  Street  . 

.  1 

Hopwood  Street  . 

.  1 

Short  Street  . 

.  1 

Poolstock . 

.  1 

Silver  Street . 

.  1 

Queen  Street . 

. . .  1 

Tunstall  Lane  . 

.  1 

Rodney  Street  . 

.  1 

Union  Street  . . . 

.  1 

Woodhouse  Lane  . 

.  1 

8 

5 

■  - 

Enteric  Fever. 

Cases  in  Houses  with  Insanitary  Conditions  and  Surroundings  .  12 


Cases  in  Houses  with  other  Defects  .  9 

Cases  in  Houses  where  No  Defects  were  found  .  75 

Cases  in  Public  Institutions . . .  1 
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Iyist  of  Streets  in  Wigan  where  cases  of  Bnteric  Fever  have 
occurred  :  — 


Addison  Street  .... 

Alfred  Street . 

Altham’s  Yard  .... 

Ball  Street  . 

Beresford  Street  . . 
Bridge  man  Terrace 
Buckley  Houses  . . 

Byron  Street . 

Coop  Street  . 

Delph  Street  . 

Dicconson  Street  .. 
Fowdon  Street  .... 
Greenough  Street  . 
Higham  Street  . . . . 

Hodges  Street . 

Hope  Street  . 

Hopwood  Street  . . 

Kearsley  Street  _ 

Longshoot  . 

Lime  Street . 

Miry  Lane 


1  Neville  Street  .  1 

1  Park  Road  .  1 

1  Penson  Street  .  1 

1  Queen  Street .  2 

1  Rodney  Street  .  1 

1  School  Lane  .  1 

2  Sovereign  Road  .  1 

2  Stanley  Street  .  1 

1  Stopforth  Street  .  1 

1  Swann  Street  .  1 

1  Teck  Street  .  1 

1  Union  Street  .  1 

1  Upper  Dicconson  Street  .  1 

1  Upper  Morris  Street  .  1 

1  Vauxhall  Road  .  1 

1  Warrington  Lane  .  3 

2  Westminster  Street .  1 

1  Wigan  Lane  .  1 

1  Woodhouse  Lane  .  2 

1  York  Street .  4 

1  Sanatorium  , . 1 
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Eist  of  Streets  in  Pemberton  where  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have 
occurred  : — 


Albert  Street  .  1 

Alexandra  Street  .  4 

Argyll  Street .  1 

Arundel  Street  .  1 

Brook  Lane .  1 

Chapel  Street .  2 

Charnock’s  Yard  .  2 

City  Road  .  1 

Douglas  Terrace  .  4 

Gore  Street  .  2 

Green’s  Yard,  Douglas  Street .  2 

Hopwood  Street  .  1 

Marsden  Street  .  1 


New  Street  .  2 

Northumberland  Street  .  3 

Normanby  Street  .  1 

Old  Fold  .  1 

Ormskirk  Road  .  2 

Scot  Lane  .  1 

Short  Street  .  1 

Silver  Street .  1 

Soho  Street  .  1 

T  unstall  Lane  .  1 

Wenlock  Street  .  3 

Willow  Street  .  1 

Warrington  Road  .  4 


The  number  of  cases  shows  an  increase  of  24  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  but  is  well  below  the  average  of  the  past  18  years. 
It  gives  a  rate  of  1  -08,  which  is  the  highest  rate  for  any  County 
Borough  in  England  and  Wales.  The  next  highest  rates  being 
Canterbury  *61,  Devonport  *55,  Kingston-upon-Hull  *54,  and 
Portsmouth  -53. 


As  the  table  of  Weekly  Notifications  shows,  the  bulk  of  the  cases 
occurred  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  of  these  the  majority 
occurred  in  Pemberton.  I  append  a  copy  of  my  special  report  to  the 
Committee  on  this  subject.  No  cases  were  traced  to  the  milk  or 
water  supply. 


January  13th,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  incidence  of  Enteric  Fever 
in  Pemberton  and  Wigan  during  the  last  quarter,  as  it  emphasises 
the  urgency  of  the  proposed  conversion  of  the  privy  middens  in 
Pemberton. 

During  the  three  months  ending  December  31st,  1913,  fifty 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified. 

Of  these,  16  occurred  in  the  old  Borough  and  34  in  Pemberton. 
In  proportion  to  the  respective  populations  of  the  two  districts  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  Pemberton  to  that  in  Wigan  is  as  6  to  l 
for  this  period. 
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Of  the  16  cases  notified  in  the  old  Borough,  one  was  a  resident 
of  an  adjoining  district  who  had  sickened  before  coming  to  Wigan. 
Ten  cases  occurred  in  houses  with  pail  closets  and  six  in  houses  with 
water  closets. 

Of  the  34  cases  notified  in  the  Pemberton  district,  33  occurred 
in  houses  with  privy  middens,  and  one  in  a  house  with  a  water  closet. 
I  have  made  a  special  inspection  of  the  premises  in  Pemberton  where 
these  cases  occurred,  and  find  that  in  almost  every  case  the  privy 
midden  is  emptied  on  an  unpaved  surface,  thus  polluting  the  soil 
which  is  carried  into  the  houses  of  the  people  on  their  feet,  and  by 
flies  and  other  agencies. 

As  long  as  these  conditions  persist  our  efforts  to  control  this 
disease,  as  well  as  Diarrhoea  and  other  infective  conditions,  will  be 
futile. 


The  practice  of  scattering  disinfectant  powder  over  the  area 
fouled  by  emptying  a  privy  is  a  mere  fetich  serving  only  to  replace 
one  smell  by  another,  and  to  promote  carelessness  by  creating  a 
false  sense  of  security  among  ignorant  persons. 

Of  the  50  cases  notified,  23  were  adult  males,  and  of  these  17 
were  colliers,  and  two  were  surfacemen  employed  at  a  colliery.  Four¬ 
teen  of  these  colliers,  and  both  the  surfacemen,  lived  in  the  Pemerbton 
area  ;  and  11  worked  at  the  same  colliery. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  collieries,  which  are  not  under  the 
control  of  this  Authority,  are  such  as  to  favour  the  spread  of  this 
disease,  and  in  a  few  cases  there  was  a  possibility  of  infection  through 
the  consumption  of  mussels.  We  have  thus  two  probable  sources 
of  origin  of  the  disease,  and  once  introduced  into  such  an  area  as 
Pemberton  its  spread  is  inevitable. 

I  am. 

Yours  truly, 

Fred  E.  Wynne,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
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DIARRHOEA. 


Number  of  Deaths .  Ill  In  1912 .  39 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population...  1 -21  „  .  *42 


We  have  a  fatality-rate  of  1*21  in  1913  against  a  rate  of  -42 
in  1912. 


Age  Incidence,  1912. 


Month. 

Deaths. 

0-1  Year. 

1-5  Years. 

Over  5  Yrs. 

January  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

February  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

March  . 

... 

... 

... 

April . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

May  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

June  . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

July  . . . 

1 

... 

1 

... 

August  . 

42 

29 

12 

1 

September  . 

42 

27 

15 

... 

October  . 

20 

15 

4 

1 

November . 

4 

2 

2 

... 

December  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

111 

74 

35 

2 

The  comparatively  warm  summer  was  responsible  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  as  compared 
with  1912,  though  the  figures  of  1911  were  fortunately  not  reached. 
A  remarkable  feature  of  this  epidemic  was  its  persistence,  as  deaths 
from  this  cause  continued  to  occur  right  up  to  the  end  of  December. 

As  already  pointed  out  in  my  remarks  on  Infantile  Mortality, 
the  prevalence  and  deadliness  of  Diarrhoea  accurately  reflects  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  various  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  all 
our  precautions  against  it  will  be  unavailing  until  we  have  completed 
the  establishment  of  the  water-carriage  system  throughout  the 

Borough  and  improved  the  conditions  under  which  ashes  and  refuse 
are  stored. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Number  of  Notifications .  34 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  Croup  .  6 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population .  -06 


We  have  had  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  namely 
34  against  38  in  1912,  and  the  mortality  is  -06  per  1,000  of  population, 
against  -09  in  1912.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
notified,  and  the  number  of  deaths  : — 


1913. 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

January  . . . 

2 

February  . 

2 

March  . . . 

4 

April  . . . . . 

1 

May  . 

3 

i 

June  . 

3 

July  . < . 

4 

August  . 

2 

September  . 

2 

October  . 

6 

November  . . . . . 

3 

3 

2 

December . . . . . 

9 

Total  . 

1 

A! 

CO  | 

1 

1 

6 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  examinations  bacteriologically 
made  at  the  Thompson- Yates  laboratory  : — 

Number  of  swabs,  6. 

No  Diphtheria  Bacilli  present  in  4. 

No  growth,  2. 


Diphtheria  Cases,  1913. 


Cases  in  houses — Sanitary  Defects  .  5 

,,  ,,  No  Defects  .  29 


ERYSIPELAS. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  .  56 

Number  of  Deaths .  3 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population  . .  -03 
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We  have  a  larger  number  of  Notifications  than  in  1912,  and  we 
have  3  deaths. 

Cases  in  Houses  with  Insanitary  Surroundings  2 


Defects .  7 

No  Defects  . 47 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  .  6 

Number  of  Deaths .  0 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population .  0 


We  have  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified.  None 
of  the  cases  appear  to  have  been  communicated,  and  everything  was 
done  to  prevent  communication  of  the  disease  to  others. 


SANATORIUM. 

The  arrangements  made  in  the  nursing  department  have  been 
satisfactory,  and  the  accommodation  ample. 


PEMBERTON  HOSPITAL— Admissions, 
Discharges,  &c„  of  Cases  of  Phthisis. 


In  on  January  1st,  1913 .  5 

Admitted,  1913 .  56 

Discharged,  1913  .  57 

Died,  1913 .  2 

In  on  January  1st,  1914 .  2 


Of  the  56  patients  discharged  from  the  Pemberton  Sanatorium 
during  the  year,  35  were  males  and  21  females  ;  46  were  insured 
persons  and  10  non-insured.  Three  were  children  under  16  years  of 
age.  All  were  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ;  two  cases  were 
complicated  by  Tuberculosis  of  the  cervical  glands,  and  one  by 
Tuberculosis  of  the  hip  joint. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  treatment  in  the  In¬ 
stitution  as  far  as  it  has  been  possible  to  ascertain  this  to  date 


I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

Total. 

Disease  ap- 

Improved  but 

Disease 

parently  arrested. 

not  fit  for 

progressing. 

Died  in 

Returned 

ordinary 

No  prospect  of 

Institution. 

to  work. 

work. 

improvement. 

25 

13 

16 

2 

56 

Of  the  16  patients  who  left  without  improvement,  12  have 
since  died.  All  of  these  were  advanced  cases  in  which  there  was  no 
hope  of  obtaining  improvement,  but  a  very  useful  work  is  done  by 
the  temporary  isolation  of  such  individuals  during  the  most  infectious 
period  of  the  disease.  The  cases  included  under  heading  III.  had 
all  increased  in  weight  and  improved  in  their  physical  condition 
generally,  but  the  disease  remained  active  in  their  lungs,  and  there 
is  unfortunately  no  reason  to  doubt  that  such  persons  will  relapse 
on  returning  to  their  home  conditions.  Notwithstanding  this, 
considerable  good  is  done  by  training  such  persons  in  personal 
hygiene,  and  so  rendering  them  less  dangerous  to  those  with  whom 
they  are  brought  in  contact. 


The  25  cases  included  under  heading  I.,  were  all  early  cases, 
but  had  definite  signs  of  Tuberculosis.  In  nine  cases  the  presence  of 
the  bacillus  was  demonstrated  in  the  sputum.  In  all  these  cases 
the  patients  were  restored  to  their  normal  health,  and  their  symptoms 
and  physical  signs  so  reduced  as  to  indicate  a  real  arrest  of  the 
disease.  No  cases  have  been  included  in  this  group  wdio  have  not 
continued  at  full  work  up  to  the  date  of  writing.  The  percentage  of 
cases  of  what  I  may  call  “  apparent  arrest  of  the  disease  ”  is  therefore 
43  -9,  which  must  be  regarded  as  a  very  encouraging  result  seeing  that 
the  patients  were  not  selected  cases,  but  were  admitted  in  all  stages 
of  the  disease.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Institution  would  have 
been  higher,  only  that  it  seemed  advisable  for  several  reasons  to  allow 
hopeless  cases  to  return  home  shortly  before  the  inevitable  end. 
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vSix  patients  left  the  Institution  before  their  period  of  treatment 
had  expired,  and  contrary  to  my  advice  ;  and  one  man  was  dis¬ 
charged  for  misconduct. 


The  treatment  given  includes  fresh  air  and  ample  diet,  with 
suitably  graduated  exercise  for  such  patients  as  are  fit  for  it.  Patients 
capable  of  light  work  are  expected  to  assist  in  the  housework, 
gardening,  etc.  Continuous  inhalation  of  volatile  antiseptics  has 
been  practised  in  every  case,  and  all  but  the  most  advanced  cases 
have  been  given  injections  of  Tuberculin.  Up  to  the  present  there 
has  been  practically  no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  rules  of  the  Institution 
and  great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  for  having  successfully 
maintained  discipline  without  sacrificing  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  patients. 


Full  particulars  of  the  working  of  the  Dispensary  and  of 
Domiciliary  treatment  will  be  found  in  Dr.  Jessel's  report, 


The  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  compulsorily,  is  as 
follows  : — 


Notifications. 

Removed  to 
Sanatorium. 

Died  in 
Sanatorium. 

Small  Pox  . 

Typhus  . 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

71 

52  2* 

1 

Enteric  . 

97 

84  8* 

13  2* 

Diphtheria . 

34 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

6 

Cholera  .  . 

Membraneous  Croup . 

Erysipelas . 

56 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

16 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

207 

Other  Tuberculosis  . 

61 

Others  . 

2 

Total  . 

549 

140 

14 

I  _ 

*Cases  from  Outside  Districts  inclusive, 


in  the  Wigan  Sanatorium  on  December  31st,  1913,  there  were 
12  patients,  namely,  Scarlet  Fever  3,  Enteric  Fever  9. 


Wigan  Sanatorium. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet. 

Enteric. 

Others. 

Total. 

In-patients,  Jan.  1,  1913... 

•  •  ♦ 

12 

14 

26 

Admitted  in  1913 . 

•  •  • 

52 

84 

4 

140 

Discharged  ,,  . 

•  .  • 

60 

76 

4 

140 

Died  ,,  . 

... 

1 

13 

... 

14 

In-patients,  Jan.  1,  1914... 

... 

3 

9 

•  •  • 

12 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Wigan  Sanatorium  was  14  ;  1 
died  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  13  from  Enteric,  as  against  1  death 
from  Scarlet  and  12  from  Enteric  Fever  in  1912. 

During  the  year  there  were  140  patients  discharged,  and  14 
died  (Wigan),  and  57  patients  discharged  and  2  died  (Pemberton)  ; 
making  a  total  of  213. 


Sanatorium  Staff. 


Master. 

House  Keeper. 

5  Nurses. 

5  Probationers. 

1  Eaundress. 

2  Assistant  Laundresses. 


2  Ward  Maids. 

1  Housemaid- Waitress. 
1  Kitchenmaid. 

1  Scullery  Maid. 

1  Porter  and  Gardener. 
1  Assistant  Gardener. 


Matron. 


Pemberton  Sanatorium. 
1  Nurse. 


1  Caretaker. 


WIGAN  SANATORIUM.— Table  of  Admissions  and  Discharges  for  1913 
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Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  8  Enteric,  were  removed  from  outside  Districts  to  the  Sanatorium, 

and  are  included  in  the  Table. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES. 


TUBERCULOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  81,  against  98  in  1912, 
and  68  in  1911.  The  number  of  deaths  from  other  Tubereular 
affections  is  59,  against  61  in  1912,  and  67  in  1911. 

The  rates  are  as  follows  : — 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis .  -88  per  1,000  of  population. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  .  -64  ,, 

If  taken  together  as  Tuberculous  affections  we  have  140  deaths, 
or  a  rate  of  1-52  per  1,000  of  population. 


Pulmonary  Phthisis  and  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  Wards  :  — 


St.  George  Ward .  11 

Lindsay  .  5 

St.  Catharine  Ward  .  14 

St.  Patrick  Ward  .  18 

St.  Thomas  Ward  .  8 

Poolstock  Ward  .  4 

Victoria  Ward  .  15 

St.  Andrew  Ward  .  10 

Swinley  Ward .  7 

All  Saints’  Ward .  9 

West  Pemberton  Ward .  10 

North  Pemberton  Ward  .  13 

Central  Pemberton  Ward  .  10 

South  Pemberton  Ward  .  6 


140 
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DEATHS  AND  RATES  FROM  PHTHISIS  FOR 


PAST  YEARS, 

Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000 

1 896 

.  66  . 

.  1-09 

1  897 

.  69  . 

.  1-14 

1898  . 

.  59  . 

.  -93 

1899  .  59  .  -94 


-LS7UV  . 

1901  . 

....  73  . 

.  1-18 

1902 

....  53  . 

.  -89 

1903  . 

....  74  . 

.  1-1 

1904  .  70  .  1-08 


1906  . 

.  108  . 

.  1-20 

1907  . 

.  84  . 

.  -92 

1908  . 

.  75  . 

.  -81 

1909  . 

.  68  . 

.  -72 

1910  . 

.  66  . 

.  -69 

1911  . 

.  68  . 

.  -75 

1912  . 

.  98  . 

.  1-07 

1913  . 

.  81  . 

.  -88 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  is  207,  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  2-26  per  1,000  of 
population  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  2*64  in  England  and  Wales 
generally. 

As  the  above  table  shows,  the  number  of  deaths  while  less  than 
that  of  last  year  is  in  excess  of  the  number  in  any  year  since  1907, 
but  as  pointed  out  in  my  last  Annual  Report  the  increased  attention 
given  to  this  disease,  and  especially  the  fact  that  it  is  now  notifiable, 
has  led  to  its  more  frequent  mention  as  the  cause  of  death. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  figures  for  1912 
and  1913  : — 

No.  of  Fatality -rate  Death-rate 

Notifications.  Deaths.  per  cent.  per  1,000. 


1912  .  217  98  45-16  1-07 

1913  .  207  81  39-13  -88 


During  the  year  all  cases  notified  have  been  visited  and  in¬ 
structed,  and  paper  handkerchiefs  have  been  distributed.  This 
work  is  now  carried  out  through  the  staff  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary,  as  detailed  in  Dr.  Jessel's  report. 
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(Signature)  FRED.  E.  WYNNE,  M.B., 

February  17th,  1914.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  of  the  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

The  year  1913  will  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  Public 
Health  administration  of  Wigan  owing  to  the  establishment  of  a 
fully-equipped  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  or  Centre  in  Rodney  Street, 
under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Corporation  and  the  County  Council. 
The  building  was  formally  opened  on  November  27th,  1913,  by 
Alderman  Dr.  Sephton,  J.P.  (Chairman  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Committee),  when  His  Worship  the  Mayor  presided  over  a  large 
and  representative  gathering. 

The  Dispensary  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  opened  and  will 
compare  favourably  with  any  in  the  country.  On  the  ground  floor 
are  separate  waiting  rooms  for  males  and  females,  and  a  fully-equpiped 
laboratory  and  office.  Upstairs  are  two  dressing  rooms  and  a  large 
consulting  room. 

The  staff  consists  of  myself,  a  Medical  Assistant,  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Nurse,  together  with  a  Clerk  and  a  female  Attendant, 
who  cleans  the  premises.  By  the  terms  of  my  appointment  two-fifths 
of  my  time  are  devoted  to  the  Borough.  Tuesdays  and  Pridays  in 
each  week  are  set  apart  for  this  purpose.  The  Assistant  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  who  is  also  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  attends  once  a 
week.  The  Borough  Nurse  assists  in  the  examination  of  patients 
at  the  Dispensary,  and  visits  the  homes  of  every  case  notified  as 
often  as  is  required.  She  also  has  certain  duties  at  Pemberton 
Hospital.  The  expense  of  the  Clerk  and  Attendant  is  borne  equally 
by  the  Corporation  and  the  County  Council. 

It  is  desirable  that  some  account  be  given  of  the  aims  and 
ideals,  which  actuate  the  working  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the 
inethods  employed.  In  the  Interim  Report  of  the  Departmental 
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Committee  on  Tuberculosis  issued  in  1912  it  was  laid  down  that 
the  functions  of  the  Dispensary  unit  should  be  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Receiving-house  and  centre  for  diagnosis. 

(2)  Clearing-house  and  centre  for  observation. 

(3)  Centre  for  treatment. 

(4)  Centre  for  examination  of  “  Contacts.” 

(5)  Centre  for  “  After  Care.” 

(6)  Information  bureau  and  educational  centre. 

(1)  Diagnosis. 

The  advantages  which  the  Dispensary  affords  are  available 
for  uninsured  as  well  as  insured  persons,  and  are  being  freely  utilised. 
The  confidence  of  the  local  medical  profession  was  secured  from  the 
outset,  and  the  practitioners  have  not  been  slow  in  availing  them¬ 
selves  of  the  advantages  offered.  Apart  from  actual  applicants  for 
sanatorium  benefit,  patients  are  either  seen  at  home  in  consultation 
with  their  own  doctor,  or  attend  with  a  letter  or  card  at  the  Dis¬ 
pensary.  Patients  are  not  examined  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  their  own  doctor.  This  applies  also  to  the  Poor-law 
cases.  It  is  important  that  there  should  be  no  semblance  of 
competition  with  private  practitioners,  if  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  latter  is  to  be  secured.  The  aim  of  the  Dispensary  is  to  serve 
as  a  Centre  for  expert  diagnosis. 

As  far  as  practicable  the  sputum  of  every  case  is  examined  at 
least  once,  and  practitioners  can  obtain  sterilised  vials  on  application. 

(2)  Crearing-house  and  Observation  Centre. 

In  the  case  of  applicants  for  sanatorium  benefit  recommenda¬ 
tions  as  to  the  form  of  treatment  desirable  are  made  to  the  Insurance 
Committee.  Doubtful  cases  are  re-examined  and  kept  under 
observation.  The  Corporation  has  now  made  provision  for  uninsured 
persons  at  Bowdon  Sanatorium  (1  bed)  and  Pemberton  Hospital 
(io  beds).  All  cases  perforce  receive  domiciliary  treatment  during 
some  period  of  their  illness,  but  it  was  laid  down  in  the  report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  that  home  treatment  may  successfully 
follow  a  period  of  sanatorium  training  in  a  large  number  of  cases. 
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(3)  Treatment. 

This  is  at  present  mainly  in  the  nature  of  supervision.  The 
Tocal  Government  Board  Order  of  1912  with  respect  to  domiciliary 
treatment  has  been  put  into  operation,  and  reports  as  to  the  cases 
under  their  care  are  received  from  Panel  Doctors  at  least  once  in 
three  months.  Moreover,  patients  are  re-examined  at  frequent 
intervals  at  the  Dispensary,  and  are  kept  under  observation  both  by 
myself  and  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse.  It  is  recognised  that  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Phthisis  is  a  matter  of  hygiene  rather  than  of  therapeutics. 
Tuberculin  has  been  used  sparingly  in  view  of  the  present  state  of 
expert  medical  opinion. 

(4)  “  Contacts.” 

All  contacts  are  invited  to  present  themselves  for  examination, 
but  in  the  case  of  adults  it  has  frequently  been  found  impossible  to 
persuade  them  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  Some  are 
frankly  unwilling  ;  others  profess  to  be  unable  to  leave  their  work. 
Practically  the  whole  of  the  child  contacts  are,  however,  examined 
by  the  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer.  This  arrangement  is  especially 
advantageous,  since  Dr.  Stalker  as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
is  able  to  keep  suspicious  cases  under  close  observation,  or  to  refer 
them  to  me.  Thus  there  is  close  co-operation  between  the  two 
departments. 

(5)  “  After  Care.” 

Patients  who  appear  to  be  cured  and  are  at  work  are  kept 
under  observation  in  order  to  prevent  relapse. 

A  “  Care  ”  Committee  has  been  formed  to  provide  material 
necessities  (food,  clothing,  etc.)  for  suitable  cases  before  and  after 
admission  to  sanatoria.  Bedsteads  and  bedding  are  also  provided 
on  loan  for  such  cases  as  would  otherwise  sleep  with  others.  This  is 
considered  advisable  from  the  public  health  standpoint,  as  well  as 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  patients’  welfare. 

A  band  of  trained  voluntary  helpers  also  visits  the  homes  of 
patients,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  find  suitable  employment  for 
such  as  are  fit  for  work. 

(6)  Information  and  Education. 

A  careful  record  is  kept  of  each  case  with  a  view  to  acquiring 
full  information  for  statistical  purposes.  The  form  of  record  used 
is  included  in  the  appendix  to  this  report. 
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The  current  literature  dealing  with  Tuberculosis  is  studied 
and  filed  for  reference. 

An  excellent  set  of  lantern  slides  (many  in  colours)  has  been 
acquired,  and  popular  lectures  on  the  “  Prevention  of  Consumption  ” 
have  been  given  to  large  and  appreciative  audiences.  It  is  realised 
that  the  education  of  the  public  is  of  the  first  importance,  as  without 
their  co-operation  much  of  the  present  expenditure  of  public  funds 
must  be  largely  wasted. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  such  statistics  as  are  available 
from  the  opening  of  the  Dispensary  to  the  end  of  the  year  1913. 
For  the  purposes  of  comparison  corresponding  figures  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1914  are  also  included. 

A  copy  of  the  Record  Card  in  use,  and  a  leaflet  entitled  : 
“  Advice  to  Consumptives/'  are  also  appended. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Committee  for  the  generous 
provision  they  have  made  for  the  proper  carrying  on  of  the  work 
and  for  their  constant  encouragement. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr. 
Wynne)  and  the  Town  Clerk  for  much  valued  advice  in  what  is 
essentially  pioneer  work. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
I  have  received  from  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  France), 
from  my  Assistant  (Dr.  Stalker),  Nurse  Foster,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  Dispensary  Staff. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

George  Jessee, 

M.A.,  M.B.,  Bch.  (Oxon),  D.P.H.  (Viet.), 

Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

Rodney  Street,  Wigan. 


7i 


>» 

◄ 

co 

fc 

H 

(R 

CO 


co 

M 

CO 

© 

Hi 

P 

o 

Ph 

H 

m 

P 

H 


<51 

O 


Rl 

o 

ft 

o 

P 

o 

ft 

o 

PQ 

I* 

H 

e 

o 

o 


. 

ft  P 

^  o 


05 


H 


g  ^5 
§  £ 
*1 
§>•? 
II 

©  i^H 


© 

-H> 

H,  ft 
©  T3 

ft  g 
c?  p 

OQ 

S3 


W 

o 

M 

PR 

pR 

O 


CO 
I— I 
CO 

c 

(-1 

p 

Q 

PR 

PQ 

P 

H 

pR 

o 


H 

PQ 

O 

PR 

PQ 

PQ 


c3 

P 

o 

H 


eo 

P  ft 
05  ^ 
^  f-i 

-  ft 

Hi  CO 

©  p 

S  p 

©  o 

ft 


TJ 

© 

u 

P 

CO 

ft 


rft 

© 

ft 


CO 

H 

u 

& 

<1 

ft 

6 

H 

H 

H 


© 

M 

© 

02 

P 

ft 

© 
•  rH 

-H> 

© 

PR 


£ 
>5 


ft 

<3 

CO 

ft 

w 

ft 

co 

M 

P 


P 

O 


ft  .a 

CO  P-1  p 
©  ©  © 

S-g  S 

°EH^ 
2  bcH 

°  S  p 

8  © 

©  <u  © 

©  g  O 
P  "  P 
©  © 
T!  gT) 

P  §  P 

^  • rH 

4^>  -+S  ■+■*> 
P  ©  -H> 

^PC 

P  P  P 

O  O  O 


co 

P 

M 


O 

Hi 


© 

bt; 

Pm 

© 

rP 

© 

CO 


HI 

O 

CO 


Pm 

© 

P 
P 
© 

HP 
©  CO 

.S  p 
§.2 
§  -g 

K  p 
© 


-p 
eft 
© 
••  p 
H  © 

gw 

w  a 

w  p 
EH  *C 
<1  o 

-p 

fl  5 

g  § 

fi  CO 


Pm 

O 

P 


§ 

H 


o 

£ 


o  o  o 


o 

£ 


m 

si 
6 


© 


Q  h©  ©  © 


m 

u 

S  SWrft 

3«jo 

PR 


05 


Sfr«3 


CO 

H 

O 

<1 

EH 

6 

O 

O 


co 


§ 
m 

©  2 

Ph  g 

PH 

-p  -p 
©  © 

Hp  T3 
©  © 
P  P 

•  rH  •  rH 

s  s 

©  c3 

©  © 

•  • 

o  o 


CO 

Pm 

O 

-p 

© 

o 

p 

PH 

o 

-p 

co 

© 

P 

eft 

© 

Hi 

-P 

© 

to 

P 

O 

•  rH 

-P 

© 

-p 

r— t 

P 

02 

P 

o 

O 

PH 

o 


o 


(M  05  05  oa  l>  p 

CD  CD  r—t  P 

Total 

113 

•  •  • 

48 

Total 

208 

Total 

24 

o>  ;  ;  oi  : p 

05  •  • 

Non-tuber’r 

109 

Old  Cases 

102 

Negative 

"18 

05  05  05  05  *0>  p  CO 

CO  r*H 

Tubercular 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

New  Cases 

106 

Positive 

6 

®l>  ;  ;  p  p  05 

05  •  •  p 

Totals 

21 

1 

20 

Total 

5 

05  ;  ;  :  p  :  05 

•  •  •  » 

Kon-tuber’r 

17 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Negative 
"  3 

o  i>  :  :  o  p  ; 

05  •  •  p 

Tubercular 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Positive 

2 

t 

© 

co 

H 

P 

£ 

CQ 

•  rH 

CQ 

o 

'p 

© 

Pm 

© 

ft 

P 

H 

ft 

02 

-P 

•  rH 

CQ 

•  rH 
> 
PH 

O 

o 

1Z5 


02 

P 

o 

•  rH 

-p 

c3 

P 


08 

X 

P 

a 

p 

p 

p 

& 

CO 

p 

o 

6 

CD 


ADVICE  TO  CONSUMPTIVES. 


(a.)  To  Assist  Your  Own  Cure. 

1.  — BE  Patient  and  obey  your  Doctor’s  instructions.  Consumption 

is  a  slow  disease,  and  takes  time  to  cure. 

2.  — Eet  ErESH  Air  be  your  watchword.  Keep  the  windows  and 

doors  of  your  living  and  sleeping  rooms  widely  opened.  Do 
not  sit  close  to  the  fire  ;  if  you  feel  the  cold,  put  on  extra 
clothing. 

3.  — Dusty  Rooms  are  always  harmful.  Remove  useless  articles 

of  furniture,  curtains,  ornaments,  &c.  A  Damp  Cloth  should 
be  used  for  cleansing,  instead  of  the  ordinary  broom  and  duster. 

4.  — Peenty  of  Nourishing  and  Easily  Digested  Food  is  necessary. 

Mirk  is  especially  valuable,  and  three  pints  of  milk  should  be 
taken  daily,  together  with  plenty  of  butter,  margarine,  dripping, 
&c. 

5.  — Rest  for  at  least  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  and  after  meals. 

6.  — Eearn  to  Take  Your  Own  Temperature  night  and  morning, 

and  notice  whether  you  get  at  all  feverish.  Whenever  your 
temperature  is  over  99°  stay  quietly  in  bed  until  it  is  normal 
again. 

(b.)  To  Avoid  Giving  the  Disease  to  Others. 

1.  — The  Sputum  or  “  Spit  ”  is  especially  dangerous  as  it  often 

contains  the  living  germ  of  the  disease.  Be  Carefue  not  to 
spit  just  anywhere.  Spit  only  into  pieces  of  newspaper  or  paper 
handkerchiefs,  and  burn  these  as  soon  as  convenient. 

2. - — Kissing  should  be  avoided.  Use  your  own  plate,  cup,  &c. 

These  articles  should  be  boiled  before  being  washed  with  the 
household  crockery,  or  else  washed  separately. 

3.  — Steep  in  a  Separate  Bed  in  a  room  by  yourself.  The  disease 

may  be  conveyed  to  a  healthy  person  through  sleeping  with  a 
consumptive  e.g.,  a  wife  sleeping  with  a  consumptive  husband. 

George  Jessee, 

Comity  and  Borough  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Tubercueosis  Dispensary, 

Wigan,  January,  1914. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WIGAN.  TUBURCUIOSIS  CASE  RECORD. 
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Physical  Examination  :  i  HISTORY  OF  TREATMENT  AND  FROGRESS. 
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Treatment  Recommended 
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RHEUMATISM 

Rheumatism  caused  4  deaths,  against  7  deaths  in  1912,  and  13 
in  1911. 


DISEASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS 

Respiratory  Diseases,  such  as  Pneumonia  (all  forms),  Bronchitis 
and  other  diseases,  caused  427  deaths,  against  373  in  1912.  Pneu¬ 
monia  caused  212  against  194  ;  and  Bronchitis  and  other  diseases 
caused  215  against  179. 


INQUESTS  &  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS 

The  number  of  Inquests  for  1913  is  127,  against  136  for  1912, 
and  146  for  1911,  and  the  following  verdicts  have  been  recorded  : — - 


1.  Natural  Causes .  38 

2.  Accidents — burnt .  9 

„  scalded  .  3 

,,  colliery  .  15 

,,  vehicle  or  car  .  2 

„  drowned .  9 

,,  falls  .  8 

,,  railway .  2 

,,  kicked  by  horse  .  1 

,,  fall  downstairs .  4 

,,  others  .  7 

3.  Suicides — drowned  .  2 

„  poison  .  4 

4.  Others  .  23 


127 


We  had  1  uncertified  death  in  1913,  against  none  in  1912,  and 

2  in  1911. 
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PART  III. 


General  Sanitary  Work. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901 
SHOP  HOURS  ACTS,  1892  TO  1905 
SHOPS  ACT,  1912 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1901,  CLOSING  ORDER 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDER,  1885  AND  1886 

RAINFALL 

BLACK  SMOKE  NUISANCE 
PROPERTY  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION 
UNPAYED  YARDS  AND  PASSAGES 
BOROUGH  SURVEYOR’S  DEPARTMENT 
LADY  HEALTH  VISITORS’  REPORT 
MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902 
NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907 
EDUCATION  ACT,  1902  1901 
PUBLIC  ANALYST  REPORT 


r 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  workshops  have  been  regularly  and  systematically  visited 
by  your  Inspectors  ;  and  also  the  factories,  on  receipt  of  report  from 
H.M.  Inspectors.  The  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  visited  and 
any  nuisances  arising  have  been  promptly  dealt  with.  The  regu¬ 
lations  as  to  limewashing,  cleanliness,  &c.,  have  been  enforced.  The 
underground  bakehouses  have  been  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition. 


1. — Inspection. 


Premises. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

No.  of  written 
Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . . . 

81 

28 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  . 

570 

16 

Workplaces . 

Total  . 

651 

44 

2. — Detects  Found. 


Particulars. 

No.  of  defects 
found. 

No.  of  defects 
remedied. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

Want  of  Ventilation  . 

Overcrowding . 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors . 

Other  Nuisances  . 

1  14 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

k. 

y  j 

14  ;  j 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

■  f  7 

h  Sanitary  F*  insufficient . . . 

2 

'~r  2 

p  Accommo-  FI  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

93 

R  (  72 

y  dation  W”  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

4 

rr  4 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  . 

•  •  • 

nr  i 

r.  r  ...  :j 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 

43 

rr  41 

Other  offences  . 

2 

V,:  \  •  2 

Total  . 

167 

143 

80 


3. — Home  Work. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 

Send 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Notices 

served 

on 

occupiers 
as  to 
keeping 
or 

sending 

lists. 

(8) 

ing  twice  in  the 
year. 

Sending  once  in  the 
year. 

Lists. 

(2) 

Outworkers. 

Lists. 

(5) 

Outworkers. 

Con¬ 

tractors 

(3) 

Work¬ 

men 

(4) 

Con¬ 

tractors 

(6) 

Work¬ 

men 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 

(1)  Making,  &c . 

(2)  Cleaning,  &c.  ... 

24 

14 

140 

•  •  • 

8 

•  •  • 

3 

11 

18 

•  •  • 

j 


4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Workshops . . . 

405 

Bakehouses . 

145 

Domestic  Workshops  (not  Outworkers)  . . . 

32 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  . 

582 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)... 
Notified  bv  H.M.  Inspector . 

13 

36 

Report  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  . 

29 

Other  . 

19 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year . 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year . 

6 

‘j 
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'TRADES  FOR  WHICH  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  ARE 


USED. 


Dressmaking  . 

.  67 

Coopers  . 

Boot  Repairing  . 

.  46 

Joiners  . 

Clogging . 

.  39 

Cycle  Repairer . 

Tailoring  * . 

.  49 

Tripe  Dresser  . 

Millinery . . . 

Marine  Store  Dealers  . 

Clothing  . 

.  29 

c  Coffin  Maker  . 

Saddlers  . 

.  7 

Soap  Boilers . 

Jewellers . 

.  6 

Ginger  Beer  Works . 

Plumbers  . 

.  17 

Clay  Pipe  Maker  . 

Painters  . 

.  13 

Hard  Confectionery  . 

Shoeing  Smiths  . 

.  6 

Mantle  Making  . 

General  Smiths . 

.  3 

Bottler  . 

Wheelwrights . 

. .  6 

Rope  Walker  . 

Cabinet  Makers  . 

.  3 

Coach  Builders  . 

Ice  Cream  Makers  .... 

.  3 

Tin-plate  Workers  . 

Scale  Repairers  . 

.  2 

Tarpaulin  Sheet 

Faundries  . 

.  2 

Manufacturers . . 

Knitting  . 

. .  4 

Carvers  . 

Picture  Framers  . 

. .  6 

Enamelling  . 

Fire  Fighter  . 

.  1 

Watch.  Repairers  . 

Wreathes  . 

.  2 

Piano  Repairer  . 

Electrical  Works . 

.  1 

Upholsterer  . 

Total  . 405 

NUMBER  OF  WORKSHOPS  ON  REGISTER. 

1913  1912  Decrease. 

405  414  9 

NUMBER  OF  DOMESTIC  WORKSHOPS  ON  REGISTER. 

1913  1912  Increase. 

* 

32  27  5 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 


Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector .  36 

Section  5 — Sanitary  defects  .  34 

Complied  with  .  18 

In  hand  .  16 

Section  14 — Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire .  2 

In  hand  .  1 

Complied  with  .  1 


05  TO  TO  05  TO  05  <— i  05  «““l  05  CO  05  H  05  O  r— I  05  r— H  CO  rH  r— I 
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NUMBER  OF  BAKEHOUSES  ON  REGISTER. 

1913  1912 

145  145 


Nine  are  certified  underground  bakehouses,  and  are  as  follows 
22,  Earl  Street.  36,  Wigan  Fane  ( not  in  use). 

32,  Market  Street.  108,  Wallgate. 

58,  Market  Street.  12,  Wallgate.  (not  in  use). 

10,  Standishgate  Woodcock  Street  (not  being 

34,  Wigan  Fane.  used  as  bakehouse). 


OUTWORKERS’  FISTS  (Section  107). 


No.  of  Visits  to  Outworkers’  Premises  .  21 

,,  Nuisances  arising  .  0 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1892-1905 

SHOP  ACT,  1912. 

The  work  done  under  this  Act  is  given  fully  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report.  The  infringements  were  complied 
with  upon  warning  from  the  Inspectors. 

Infringements. 


Want  of  Abstract .  8 

,,  Notice  .  158 

,,  Form  .  35 


201 


No.  of  Observations  (day)  .  326 

„  (night)  .  10 


SHOP  HOURS’  ACT,  1904  (CFOSING  ORDER). 
(Hairdressers  and  Barbers.) 

The  work  done  under  this  Order  is  given  in  your  Inspector’s 


report. 

No.  of  Infringements  .  38 

,,  Visits  (day)  .  398 

,,  ,,  (night)  .  456 

,,  Fetters  sent  out  .  7 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  &  MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  26  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough,  all  of  which 
are  registered  under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Clauses  Act.  With 
very  few  exceptions  these  slaughter-houses  are  unsatisfactory  and 
in  default  under  the  Bye-laws.  They  are  generally  in  close  proximity 
to  dwellings,  but  unfortunately  cannot  be  closed  on  this  account. 
Many  of  them  are  ill-paved,  improperly  drained,  and  insufficiently 
lit.  The  Bye-law  as  to  the  provision  of  suitable  receptacles  for 
offal  is  not  often  observed.  The  middens  in  connection  with  the 
slaughter-house  constitute  a  serious  nuisance,  and  as  breeding-places 
for  flies  constitute  a  real  danger  to  health. 

The  attention  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Butchers’  Association 
has  been  called  to  this  state  of  affairs,  and  it  is  due  to  that  body  to 
state  that  they  have  met  the  Committee  in  a  very  fair  spirit,  and 
already  work  is  in  hand  in  many  cases  which  will  bring  these  places 
into  conformity  with  the  Bye-laws. 

This  work,  however,  has  been  somewhat  delayed  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  Council  has  decided  to  establish  a  Municipal  Abattoir. 
It  is  desirable  that  this  should  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  possible, 
since  in  the  present  state  of  uncertainty  it  is  difficult  to  induce  owners 
to  spend  money  on  their  slaughter-houses. 

The  fact  that  the  business  of  slaughtering  is  distributed  among 
so  many  slaughter-houses  in  different,  parts  of  the  Borough  renders 
the  work  of  meat  inspection  difficult.  Cases  of  Tubercular  or  other 
disease  are  reported  to  this  office  by  the  butchers,  and  are  then 
examined  by  an  Inspector,  and  in  doubtful  cases  referred  to  the 
Medical  Officer.  In  addition  to  this,  the  slaughter-houses  are 
constantly  visited  by  the  Inspectors.  During  the  year  no  cases  of 
diseased  or  otherwise  unwholesome  meat  which  had  not  been  re¬ 
ported  have  been  discovered. 

Particulars  of  meat  and  other  food  stuffs  surrendered  and 
destroyed  will  be  found  in  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning,  occurring  in  the  same  family,  were 
reported  on  August  13th.  The  patients  were  husband  and  wife,  and 
both  had  partaken  of  portions  of  a  bullock’s  heart  purchased  on  the 
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previous  day.  The  wife  appears  to  have  been  suspicious  as  to  the 
condition  of  this  heart  and  left  it  to  soak  in  salt  and  water  during 
the  night.  Both  patients  suffered  from  vomiting,  purging,  and 
collapse ;  but  both  recovered, 

Inspection  of  the  house  showed  that  there  was  only  one  living- 
room  and  one  sitting-room.  There  was  no  through  ventilation,  and 
the  slopstone  was  placed  in  the  living-room.  There  was  no  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  storage  of  food. 

Inspection  of  the  premises  from  which  this  heart  was  bought 
revealed  nothing  to  account  for  its  condition.  It  was  one  of  a 
consignment  of  six  purchased  in  Liverpool  on  the  day  prior  to  the 
sale.  No  ill-effects  could  be  traced  to  the  consumption  of  the  other 
five. 


Portions  of  this  bullock’s  heart  and  samples  of  vomit,  faeces 
and  blood  from  both  patients  were  forwarded  to  the  Bacteriological 
Laboratories,  Liverpool  University. 

An  exhaustive  report  on  his  investigations  into  this  material 
was  received  from  Professor  Beattie,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
summary  : — 

1.  Large  numbers  of  bacteria,  intestinal  and  putrefactive 
were  present. 

2.  No  true  food-poisoning  organisms  were  found. 

3.  The  patients’  blood  did  not  react  to  known  strains  of  the 
various  food-poisoning  organisms  or  of  Bacillus  Coli.  That  of  the 
male  patient  gave  a  positive  reaction  with  Bacillus  Paratyphosus  ; 
but  this  reaction  is  often  present  in  the  blood  of  apparently  normal 
individuals. 

u  This  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  limited  to  two  people,  was 
not  due  to  the  true  food-poisoning  bacteria,  and  the  illness  was 
probably  due  to  the  general  and  grossly  contaminated  state  of  the 
meat.” 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  &  MILKSHOPS  ORDER 

1885  and  1886. 

The  milk  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 
The  improved  condition  of  the  comsheds  has  already  been  referred 
to  in  Part  I.  of  this  report.  There  remains  now  only  three  or  four 
which  require  structural  alterations.  Unfortunately  full  advantage 
is  not  always  taken  of  these  improvements  by  the  tenants,  and  in 
many  cases  the  condition  of  the  cows  leaves  much  to  be  desired  ; 
while  the  precautions  taken  by  milkers  and  others  handling  the  milk 
are  insufficient. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  Mr.  Woods,  your  Veterinary 
Inspector : — 

Gentlemen, 

In  my  Report  for  the  year  1912  I  drew  attention  to,  and  gave 
a  short  resume  of,  a  new  Order  which  came  into  force  on  May  1st, 
1913,  known  as  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913,  which  for  the  first 
time  gave  to  Local  Authorities  the  power,  which  they  were  instructed 
to  exercise,  of  dealing  by  slaughter  and  compensation  with  those 
bovine  animals  affected  with  the  most  dangerous  forms  of  open 
Tuberculosis,  i.e.,  Tuberculosis  with  emaciation  or  Tuberculosis  of 
the  udder.  vSince  the  Act  came  into  force  I  have  had  to  deal  with 
twelve  cases  amongst  milch  cows  in  the  Borough  ;  six  only  of  these 
cases  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Act,  the  other  six  being 
slaughtered  by  the  owners  without  having  recourse  to  the 
compensation  granted  by  the  Act.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the 
compensation  is  not  satisfactory  in  amount,  indeed  it  cannot  be 
considered  compensation  to  give  an  owner  less  under  the  Act  than 
he  can  obtain  without  it.  This  question  of  compensation  will  be 
better  understood  if  I  give  particulars  of  the  six  animals  compensated 
under  the  Act.  One  cow  was  emaciated  and  also  giving  Tuberculous 
milk,  three  were  emaciated  but  not  giving  Tuberculous  milk,  and 
two  were  giving  Tuberculous  milk  but  were  not  emaciated.  The 
total  compensation  for  the  whole  of  these  animals  amounted  to  £25, 
and  the  amount  received  as  salvage  £13  7s.  8d.,  so  that  the  net 
compensation  payable  by  the  Corporation  amounts  to  £11  12s.  4d., 
one-half  of  which  is  recoverable  from  the  Government.  In  one  case 
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the  compensation  was  30/-  and  the  salvage  £1  4s.  4d.,  so  that  the 
net  cost  to  the  Corporation  was  one-half  of  5/8,  and  in  another  case 
6d.  more.  It  must  be  evident,  therefore,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
this  to  induce  owners  to  take  advantage  of  the  Act,  under  which 
they  are  put  to  a  certain  amount  of  inconvenience  in  isolating  the 
animal,  and  afterwards  compelled  to  disinfect  their  premises  at  their 
own  expense. 

The  question  of  the  working  of  this  Order  has  been  discussed 
by  the  various  Farmers’  Associations  throughout  England,  and  in 
January  last  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  met  the 
farmers  in  conference  at  a  largely  attended  meeting  at  Crewe,  when 
the  Secretary  of  the  Cheshire  Farmers’  Association  moved  the 
following  resolution  :  “  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  conference  the 
“  Tuberculosis  Order  is  complicated  in  its  provisions,  expensive  in 
“  its  administration,  unsatisfactory  in  its  scheme  of  compensation, 
“  and  is  urgently  in  need  of  amendment.” 

The  two  principal  objections  were  the  double  valuation  of  one 
cow  and  the  small  amount  of  compensation  if  the  cow  proved 
diseased. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  his  reply  admitted 
that  the  Act  required  amendment,  and  while  advising  the  farmers 
not  to  try  to  evade  the  Act  promised  to  abolish  the  double  valuation. 

With  regard  to  compensation  he  half  promised  that  something 
would  be  done,  and  pointed  out  that  whereas  the  Government  had 
estimated  the  amount  required  for  compensation  from  them  at 
£60,000  for  twelve  months,  they  had  only  been  called  upon  to  pay 
for  the  nine  months  which  had  passed  something  under  £5,000. 

Evidently  it  is  intended  to  improve  the  Order  with  the  view  of 
securing  the  more  willing  assistance  of  owners  of  cattle  in  carrying 
out  its  provisions. 

The  remainder  of  the  work  of  inspection  has  been  routine 
work  as  usual,  upon  which  I  have  no  special  observations  to  make. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

Wm.  Woods. 
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RAINFALL,  1913. 

At  Worthington. 


Month. 


J  anuary  . 
February  . 
March  .... 

April  . 

May  . 

J  une  . 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  ... 
November 
December. 


Rainfall  in  inches 


No.  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell,  being  ’01  of 


and  Tenths. 


an  inch  or  more. 


3- 97 
1-22 
3*83 

4- 73 
2-83 
2-43 
1-88 
2-41 

1- 91 

2- 42 

3- 89 
2-25 


19 
12 
23 

20 
19 
14 
14 
10 
13 
17 
28 
17 


Total. 


33-77 


206 


The  mean  average  rainfall  for  the  past  56  years,  37-29  inches. 


RAINFALL,  1913. 

At  Bispham. 


January  . 
February  . 
March  . . . . 

April  . 

May  . 

J  une  . 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  ... 
November 
December. 


Month. 


Rainfall  in  inches 


No.  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell,  being  -01  of 


and  Tenths. 


an  inch  or  more. 


3-61 

1- 17 

3- 37 

4- 44 

3- 18 

2- 71 

1- 99 

2- 63 

1- 97 

2- 32 

4- 31 
2-62 


19 

12 

25 
18 
21 

15 
13 
10 
12 

16 

26 
17 


Total 


34-32 


204 


Average  consumption  per  head  per  day,  Wigan  and  Pemberton, 
(estimated  population,  92,126)  was  17-92  gallons, 
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BLACK  SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

This  continues  to  be  very  bad.  Owners  of  factories  have  been 
warned  in  a  number  of  cases,  but  further  proceedings  were  not  taken 
as  it  was  understood  that  experiments  were  being  made  with  a  view 
to  remedying  the  nuisance.  None  of  these,  however,  appear  to  have 
been  successful,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  more  drastic  action 
in  the  immediate  future.  The  nuisance  was  increased  for  a  time 
during  and  after  the  coal  strike  owing  to  the  burning  of  inferior 
lasses  of  fuel.  A  special  Sub-Committee  has  now  been  appointed 
to  deal  with  this  matter. 


HOUSING- 

The  housing  conditions  in  many  parts  of  the  Borough  are  still 
profoundly  unsatisfactory,  but  the  work  of  regular  inspection  and 
condemnation  of  property,  followed  by  the  carrying  out  of  improve¬ 
ments  or  demolition,  which  was  inaugurated  last  year,  has  been 
steadily  persevered  with. 

The  Housing  and  Insanitary  Houses  Committees  have  been 
combined  in  a  single  Committee  which  meets  monthly. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  number  reported  to  the 
Committee  during  the  year,  and  the  result  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Committee,  and  the  work  carried  out  under  their  instructions  : — 


No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  made  in  1912 

were  still  operative  on  January  1st,  1913 .  185 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  in  1912  and  not  complied  with 

on  January  1st,  1913  .  12 

No.  ot  houses  inspected  during  1913  .  97 

No.  of  houses  reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  1913...  97 

No.  of  houses  above  rendered  sanitary  by  owners .  4 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  during  1913  .  83 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  during  1913  .  94 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  during  1913  .  Nil 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  compliance  with  Demolition  Orders 

Orders  during  1913  .  \ 
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No.  of  houses  demolished  without  a  Demolition  Order  during 

1913  .  22 

No.  of  houses  made  habitable  after  Demolition  Order  during 

1913  .  5 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  remained 

operative  on  December  31st,  1913  .  6 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  remained 

operative  on  December  31st,  1913  . 163 

The  No.  of  houses  made  habitable  during  the  year  is .  95 

The  No.  of  back-to-back  houses  converted  into  single  houses  is  54 


The  houses  reported  on  and  dealt  with  were  situated  as  follows  : 

125,  127,  127a,  129,  131,  133,  135,  137,  139,  141,  143, 
145,  Hardybutts. 

1  and  2,  Hardy's  Yard,  Hardybutts. 

1,  2,  3  and  4,  Peer's  Yard,  Bridge  Street. 

1,  Titherland's  Yard,  Bridge  Street. 

1,  Datham’s  Yard,  Bridge  Street. 

29,  Bridge  Street. 

10,  12,  14  and  16,  Turner’s  Yard,  Goose  Green,  Pemberton. 
1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  23  and  25,  Ashton  Street. 
20,  22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  34,  36  and  38,  Fleet  Street, 
Pemberton. 

Old  Wheat  Sheaf  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  Pemberton. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13,  Gibraltar  Street, 
Pemberton. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10,  Poke  Street,  Pemberton. 

2,  3,  4  and  5,  off  Fleet  Street,  Pemberton. 

2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13,  New  Dodge. 

12,  14,  16,  18,  20,  22  and  24,  Pitt  Street. 

1  and  2,  Tea’s  Yard,  Pitt  Street. 

The  principal  defects  dealt  with  and  remedied  were  as  follows  : 

The  paving  and  draining  of  yards,  repairing  of  closets  and 
ashpits,  substitution  of  water  closets  for  pails  and  privy  middens, 
cleaning  and  re-decorating  interiors,  provision  of  adequate  light 
and  ventilation,  provision  of  slopstones,  drainage  and  water  supply, 
repairs  to  roofs,  spouting,  and  brickwork,  and  conversion  of  back-to- 
back  into  ^through  houses, 
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The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  is  46. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  pointed  out  that  the  net  increase 
in  housing  accommodation  during  the  year  provided  for  only  115 
persons,  whereas  the  estimated  increase  in  population  was  873. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  has  been  an  actual  decrease 
in  housing  accommodation  inasmuch  as  23  houses  have  been  de¬ 
molished  and  54  back-to-back  houses  have  been  converted  into 
through  houses  ;  a  loss  of  50  houses  altogether.  As  against  this  the 
number  of  new  houses  erected  is  only  46.  When  in  conjunction 
with  these  figures  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  much  of  the  existing 
property  is  already  overcrowded,  the  urgency  of  the  early  completion 
of  a  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  will  be  evident.  This  fact  has  been 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  scheme  of  re-housing 
the  people  will  be  obtained  at  an  early  date. 

The  great  difficulty  confronting  the  Committee  in  this  connection 
is  the  fact  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  provide  houses  at  an  economic 
rent  within  the  means  of  some  of  the  people  at  present  occupying 
the  worst  class  of  property  at  rentals  of  from  2/6  to  3/-.  The  pro¬ 
vision  of  decent  housing  accommodation  for  the  limited  class  who 
are  genuinely  unable  to  afford  more  than  these  minimum  rents  is 
a  problem  which  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  solved. 

It  would  have  been  possible  during  the  year  to  inspect  and 
report  on  a  larger  number  of  houses,  but  under  the  circumstances 
explained  above,  our  attention  was  mainly  directed  to  houses  which 
were  capable  of  being  rendered  sanitary,  and  the  number  of  these 
reported  necessarily  depended  on  the  rate  at  which  it  was  possible 
to  get  the  work  carried  out  by  the  owners. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  reported 
to  the  Committee,  the  number  of  Closing  Orders  made,  and  the 
number  of  houses  demolished  in  each  year  since  the  passing  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909  : — 

1909  1910  1911  1912  1913 


Houses  reported  .  8  32  42  281  97 

Closing  Orders  .  5  14  13  245  83 

Houses  demolished  .  5  13  _  14.  23 
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UNPAVED  YARDS  &  PASSAGES,  &c. 

The  following  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year,  for  un¬ 
paved  yards  and  passages  : — 

1  to  3,  Johnson  Street. 

6  to  12,  Peigh  Street. 

14,  Stanley  Street. 

2  to  6,  Stanley  Street. 

31,  Platt  Pane. 

2  to  4,  Golborne  Street. 

37  to  43,  Platt  Pane. 

Worsley’s  Yard,  Rupert  Street. 

92  to  100,  Warrington  Pane. 

2  to  8,  Pymm  Street. 

36  to  42,  Caunce  Street. 

44  to  50,  Caunce  Street. 

20  to  26,  Caunce  Street. 

28,  Caunce  Street. 

45  to  51,  Stanley  Street. 

46  to  50,  Stanley  Street. 

52  to  56,  Stanley  Street. 

17  to  31,  Stanley  Street. 

40  to  50,  Pinney  Street. 

3  to  5,  Stanley  Square. 

6  to  10,  Stanley  Square. 

41  to  51,  Golborne  Street. 

The  following  have  also  been  dealt  with  for  defective  surface 
of  yards  and  passages  : — 

1  to  3,  Pinney  Street. 

14  to  32,  Spring  Street. 

16  and  18,  Kenyon  Road. 
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7,  15,  17  and  25,  Power  St.  Stephen  Street. 

125  to  143,  Platt  Pane. 

71  to  73,  Caunce  Street. 

81  to  85,  pinney  Street. 

20,  Bankes  Street. 

9  to  19,  Burlington  Street. 

23,  Burlington  Street. 

19,  Gidlow  Pane. 

80,  Pool  Street. 

9,  Brook  Street. 

27,  Upper  Dicconson  Street. 

Wolfendale’s  Yard,  School  Pane. 

78,  Pool  Street. 

1  to  3,  Waddington’s  Buildings,  Clayton  Street. 
6,  Clayton  Street. 

6,  Corporation  Street. 

15,  Walmer  Street. 

37,  Upper  Morris  Street- 
23  to  47,  Bridge  Street. 

I  to  3,  Wall’s  Yard,  Pea  Street. 

4  and  6,  Pea  Street. 

51,  Princess  Street. 

II  to  23,  Bradford  Place. 

4  to  9,  Moore’s  Buildings. 

5  to  13,  Walmer  Street. 

7  and  9,  York  Street  East. 

23  to  43,  Walmer  Street. 

15  to  23,  Pongshoot. 

23a  and  25a,  Pongshoot. 

53  to  57,  pinney  Street. 

29  to  39,  Golborne  Street, 
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BOROUGH  SURVEYORS  DEPARTMENT. 


The  Borough  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  — 


House  refuse  collected  in  Borough  from  January  1st  to 

December  31st,  1913  . 

Pails  excreta  removed  in  1913  . 

Midden  and  Ashpit  refuse  removed  in  1913  . 


Number  of  Pail  Closets  in  Borough  .  7,419 

Number  of  Pails  collected  in  1913  . 416,431 

Cost  (including  washing  and  distribution)  . 

Cost  of  Collecting  Ashes  during  1913  . 


Cost  of  Collecting  Midden  and  Ashpit  Refuse  during  1913. ... 


Number  of  privy  middens  in  Borough  .  1,644 

,,  ,,  emptied,  1913 .  15,361 

,,  new  houses  erected  in  1913  .  46 

,,  Water  Closets  in  Borough  to  December 

31st,  1913 .  6,972 


T.  C.  Q. 

20,179  9  0 

6,752  6  2 

10,627  4  0 


£2,206  0  0 
£2,657  2  5 

£1,245  10  10 


MIDDENS,  ASHPITS  AND  CESSPOOLS. 


I 


Abolished. 

Re-constructed. 

Year. 

Middens. 

Ashpits. 

Cesspools. 

Middens. 

Ashpits. 

Cesspools. 

1904  . 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

1 905  . 

7 

•  •  • 

5 

1906  . 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

1907  . 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

1908  . 

6 

*  •  • 

1 

3 

1909  . 

5 

1 

15 

3 

1910  . 

1 

«  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

1911  . 

11 

•  •  • 

32 

3 

1912  . 

7 

•  •  • 

16 

3 

1913  . 

9 

1 

7 

1 

Total  . . . 

57 

2 

1 

88 

10 

•  •  • 

145  demolished  or  re-constructed. 


12 


Middens 
Ashpits  . 
Cesspools 


1 
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MIDDENS  OR  PAIL  CLOSETS  CONVERTED  INTO  WATER 
CLOSETS  IN  EACH  OF  ABOVE  YEARS. 

1904  .  8 

1905  .  28 

1906  .  23 

1907  .  26 

1908  .  21 

1909  .  60 

1910  .  5 

1911  .  86 

1912  .  44 

1913  .  47 


Tot4l  .  348 


Information  regarding  “  Middens,  Ashpits  and  Cesspools  ” 
kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  E.  Knowles,  Nightsoil  Superintendent. 


95 


Lady  Health  Visitors’  Report. 

- >-o— - 

During  the  year  1913  we  have  paid  5,866  visits,  the  particulars 


of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Visits  to  Midwives  .  278 

2.  Infectious  Disease  (Phthisis)  .  969 

3.  Infantile  Mortality  .  291 

4.  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Enteritis  .  105 

5.  Notification  of  Births  .  4,149 

6.  Visits  to  Special  Cases  .  74 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

Fifty-seven  women  were  registered  as  practising  within  the 
Borough  this  year.  We  have  visited  them  regularly  at  their  houses 
and  examined  their  bags  and  appliances. 

Fifteen  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  5  cases  of 
Puerperal  Sepsis  have  occurred  in  their  several  practices.  In  each 
of  these  we  visited  directly  the  case  was  notified,  and  personally 
superintended  the  disinfection  of  the  midwife.  In  all  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  we  also  showed  the  mother  of  the  baby 
the  correct  way  to  carry  out  the  Doctor’s  treatment.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  we  had  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  this  year.  In 
1912,  4  cases  were  notified,  and  three  out  of  the  four  died. 


Records  of  sending  for  medical  help .  463 

Notification  of  death  of  mother  or  child .  8 

Stillbirth  notifications  .  55 

Detailed  list  of  above  : — 

Stillbirth  notifications  .  55 

Abnormality  .  15 

Delayed  labour .  54 

Baby  ill  .  9 

Ruptured  perineum  .  40 

Malpresentation  .  5 

S  woken  neck .  1 

Deformity  . 1 
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Weakness  of  patient  .  14 

Retained  membranes  .  4 

Adherent  placenta  * . 19 

Medical  aid  for  stillbirth  . * .  6 

Contracted  pelvis  .  13 

Difficult  labour .  26 

Sore  eyes  .  77 

Prolapsed  funis  .  3 

Puffiness  of  face  and  hands  — .  2 

Inflamed  breast  (baby)  .  1 

Premature  birth  .  50 

Death  of  child  . 8 

Uterine  inertia  .  13 

Ulcerated  uterus  .  1 

Transverse  presentation  .  19 

Footling  ,,  5 

Funis  ,,  2 

Breech  ,,  6 

Face  ,,  3 

Occipito  posterior  .  11 

Brow  presentation  .  1 

Dangerous  feebleness  .  14 

Antepartum  haemorrhage  .  7 

Sores  of  genitals .  1 

Retention  of  urine  .  3 

Swelling  of  vulva  .  1 

Hydramnios  .  1 

Skin  eruptions  .  2 

Concealed  accidental  haemorrhage  .  1 

After  pains .  1 

Varicose  veins  .  1 

Talipes  . 2 

Deformity  (spine)  .  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  1 

Post  partum  haemorrhage  .  9 

Rigor .  1 

Rise  of  temperature  . 10 

Hare  lip  and  cleft  palate  .  2 
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Convulsions  .  3 

Placenta  praevia  .  1 

Obstructed  labour  .  7 

Abortion  . 2 

Eclampsia  .  3 

Abdominal  pain  .  2 

Maintained  temperature  and  rapid  pulse...  2 

Miscarriage .  3 

Baby’s  ear .  1 

Asphyxia  .  1 

Umbilicus  .  1 

Collapse  .  2 

Old  rupture  of  perinseum  .  1 

Painful  breasts  .  3 

Tonic  contraction  .  1 

Hand  and  foot  .  2 

Injury  during  birth  .  1 

Heart  trouble  .  1 


28%  of  the  midwives  have  shown  ignorance  of  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board.  In  each  case  we  have  visited  the  midwife,' 
read  the  rules,  and  explained  fully  how  they  should  be  carried  out. 
Five  cases  of  serious  breach  of  the  rules  we  have  reported  direct  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

FIST  OF  BREACH  OF  RUEES  OF  THE  CENTRAE 
MIDWIVES’  BOARD  DURING  1913. 


Offence.  Cases. 

Person  of  midwife  dirty  .  2 

Register  not  properly  kept  .  7 

Failure  to  send  notification  of  medical  aid .  1 

Eining  of  bag  dirty  .  2 

No  antiseptics  in  bag .  6 

Medical  aid  not  obtained  for  rise  of  temperature  and  rapid  pulse 

continued  24  hours .  2 

Pulse  and  temperature  not  taken  or  recorded  daily .  1 

Attending  second  confinement  after  notification  of  Puerperal 
Sepsis  without  disinfection  . 1 
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Offence.  C  ases 

No  thermometer  in  bag .  2 

Washable  dress  not  worn  at  confinement  .  2 

Pulse  and  temperature  not  taken  or  recorded  during  the  puerperium  5 

No  antiseptics  or  soap  in  bag  . .  1 

Dirty  dressing  on  baby’s  umbilicus  .  1 

Medical  aid  not  obtained  for  puffiness  of  the  hands  and  face .  1 

Medical  aid  not  obtained  for  persistent  discharge .  1 

Medical  aid  not  obtained  for  transverse  presentation .  1 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  dangerously  feeble  baby .  1 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  abnormality  of  child .  1 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  baby’s  discharging  eyes .  2 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  baby  suffering  from  Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . .  2 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  dangerous  varicose  veins .  1 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  serious  skin  eruptions .  1 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  Phlebitis .  1 

No  medical  aid  obtained  for  post  partum  haemorrhage .  1 

Attending  6  months  pregnancy  without  obtaining  medical  aid...  1 

Patient  and  baby  not  washed  daily .  1 

No  notification  of  stillbirth  received  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  stillborn  baby  .  1 

Neglect  of  patient  during  the  puerperium  .  1 

Daily  visits  not  made  during  the  puerperium .  1 

Dirty  house  .  1 

Dirty  house  (midwife’s)  .  2 

Dirty  enema  syringe  .  1 

Bag  containing  no  lining .  1 

No  requisites  in  bag .  1 

Attending  confinement  without  bag  .  1 

VISITS  TO  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
(TUBERCUEOSIS  REGULATIONS) . 

During  1913  we  have  visited  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
in  the  Borough,  re-visiting  each  one  and  making  arrangements  for 
disinfection  of  the  houses  on  the  death  or  removal  of  the  patient, 
brom  the  time  of  the  operating  of  the  Dispensary  we  have  each  given 
up  one  day  entirely  to  dispensary  work. 
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INFANTIEE  MORTALITY. 

Measles  .  26 

Whooping  Cough  .  6 

Diphtheria  and  Croup .  1 

Erysipelas  .  1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis .  5 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases .  10 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) .  2 

Convulsions  .  10 

Earyngitis  .  1 

Bronchitis  .  37 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  65 

Diarrhoea  .  74 

Enteritis  .  12 

Gastritis .  2 

Congenital  Malformations  .  24 

Premature  Birth  .  75 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  .  71 

Other  causes  .  36 


456 

In  connection  with  the  visits  paid  to  the  houses  where  deaths 
have  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year,  we  have  reported  the 
following  defects  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Houses  with  no  through  ventilation  .  12 

Dirty  houses  .  2 

Defective  slopstone  pipe .  1 

Yard  flagging  defective  .  2 

Want  of  pail-hole  door  .  1 

Defective  ashpit  .  1 

Foul  midden  .  1 

Accumulation  of  filth  in  yard  .  1 

Defective  closet .  1 

Defective  gullies .  4 

Ashpit  not  properly  cleansed  .  1 

Foul  smell  from  waste  pipe  .  1 
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Walls  of  bedroom  damp  .  1 

Defective  roof .  1 

Choked  drain .  1 

Foul  and  defective  privy  .  1 

Verminous  bedding  .  2 

Deaths  occurring  in  back-to-back  houses  or  houses  without 

through  ventilation  .  19 

Deaths  occurring  in  houses  with  privy  middens  .  101 

,,  pail  closets  .  200 

,,  water  closets  .  55 


METHOD  OF  FEEDING. 

Of  306  infantile  deaths  investigated, 

144  were  entirely  breast-fed. 

12  partly  breast-fed. 

71  fed  on  Nestle’s  milk. 

52  ,,  cow’s  milk. 

6  ,,  Horliek’s  malted  milk. 

8  ,,  Neaves’  food. 

3  ,,  Allenbury’s  food. 

2  ,,  Glaxo. 

1  Scott’s. 

1  ,,  Savory  and  Moores. 

3  ,,  Cow  and  Gate. 

1  ,,  Mellin’s  food. 

2  ,,  Dr.  Cross’  food. 

Of  the  artificially-fed  babies  dying  of  Zymotic  Enteritis  : — 

3  had  been  fed  with  glass-tube  bottles. 

19  ,,  indiarubber-tube  bottles. 

49  ,,  boat-shaped  bottles. 

1  had  been  spoon-fed. 

particuears  of  infant  deaths  from  marasmus. 

Case.  Age.  Remarks. 

1  15  days.  Premature  birth  and  also  ruptured. 

2  3  weeks.  Baby  had  Jaundice  followed  by  Diarrhoea  (back- 

to-back  house). 
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Case.  Age. 

3  3  months. 


5  6 

6  2 
7  &  8  2 


y  y 


y  y 


9  4 

10  3 

11  10 


y  y 


y  y 


12  4 


) ) 


13  2 

14  1 

15  4 


yy 

y  y 

yy 


16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


18  days. 

6  months. 


8 

7 


>y 

y  y 


23  6 


yy 


24  6 


y  y 


Remarks. 

Hare  lip  and  cleft  palate. 

Ignorant  and  careless  mother  (no  through 
ventilation). 

Had  previously  suffered  from  Whooping  Cough. 

Mother  consumptive. 

(Twins.)  Premature  birth.  Phthisis  in  father’s 
familv. 

(Twin.)  Premature  birth. 

(Twin.)  All  care  taken.  Other  twin  living. 

In  Wigan  14  days  previously  only,  mother  would 
give  no  information. 

Baby  born  at  Crook ;  mother  had  discharge 
throughout  pregnancy.  * 

Premature  birth.  Every  care  taken. 

Mother  consumptive. 

Mother  has  had  three  stillborn  children  ;  one  died 
with  snuffles,  probably  Syphilitic. 

Mother  consumptive. 

Premature  birth. 

Baby  put  out  to  nurse  (neglected). 

Premature  birth. 

Mother  drinks  ;  insufficient  care  taken. 

Premature  birth. 

Born  at  Billinge  Union.  Certified  by  Doctor  as 
Syphilis. 

One  of  twins.  Other  twin  died  a  month  previously. 
Every  care  taken. 

Baby  born  at  Leigh.  Mother  has  lost  two  babies 
previously  with  consumptive  bowels.  Sister 
died  of  consumption. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS’  ACT. 

In  connection  with  this  Act  we  have  visited  all  births  notified 
by  midwives  within  the  time  of  their  attendance  on  the  mother  and 
child.  In  68  cases  we  have  advised  that  medical  aid  should  be 
obtained,  and  in  each  instance  a  medical  man  was  called  in. 
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We  have  kept  all  illegitimate  children  under  special  supervision, 
visiting  them  regularly.  Re-visiting  in  general  has  been  somewhat 
irregular  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  work. 

Fifty-six  mothers  have  brought  their  babies  to  the  office  for 
advice  as  to  feeding,  etc.  ;  30  of  these  were  referred  to  their  medical 
man,  the  rest  only  requiring  a  little  simple  information  owing  to 
errors  of  diet. 

Nine  per  cent,  of  the  babies  are  breast-fed  up  to  the  end  of  the 
first  month.  After  this  time  it  has  not  been  possible  this  year  to 
obtain  with  any  accuracy  the  number  of  breast-  and  artificially-fed 
babies. 

Quite  95%  of  the  babies  sleep  in  wooden  cradles,  apart  from 
their  mothers  ;  and  we  have  had  no  death  from  overlying  within  the 
year. 

The  mothers  are  intensely  ignorant  of  the  proper  methods  of 
washing,  feeding,  dressing  and  handling  their  babies.  In  94%  of 
first  births  the  baby  is  given  the  breast  every  time  it  cries,  and 
allowed  to  sit  bolt  upright  from  birth.  Dummy  teats  are  universal. 
The  mothers,  even  when  the  baby  objects,  doing  their  utmost  to 
make  it  take  to  it. 

Very  few  mothers  have  heard  of  the  value  of  woollen  clothing 
for  the  baby.  They  cling  to  the  cotton  shirts  and  binders  of  the 
former  generation,  and  even  when  a  flannel  binder  has  been  provided 

a  cotton  one  is  placed  next  the  skin  and  the  other  really  used  as  an 

« 

ornament  under  the  gown. 

Almost  all  the  babies  are  well  provided  with  clothes  whether 
the  other  children  go  short  or  not.  The  mothers  love  their  babies 
and  in  their  own  way  do  their  utmost  for  them,  with  the  result  that 
the  babies  unfortunately  too  often  become  animated  chemists’  shops 
owing  to  the  kindly-meant  but  unwise  advice  given  by  the  neighbours. 
There  is  far  too  much  reliance  placed  on  castor  oil,  and  home-made 
soothing  syrups,  mothers  thinking  that  these  drugs  not  only  com¬ 
pensate  for  wrong  feeding,  but  that  they  actually  take  the  place 
of  the  food  itself  ;  in  some  cases  the  unfortunate  baby  being  dosed 
with  castor  oil  every  day. 
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The  mothers  welcome  our  visits  and  are  only  too  pleased  for 
any  help  that  we  are  able  to  give  their  babies. 

One  great  difficulty  in  artificially-fed  babies  is  the  want  of 
proper  storage  for  food  in  some  of  the  houses  in  the  insanitary  parts 
of  the  town,  it  really  being  impossible  to  find  a  cool  uncontaminated 
place  for  it  in  the  house.  Another  menace  to  infant  life  is  the  picture 
palace.  The  babies  are  taken  from  a  fortnight  of  age  even  in  the 
winter  evenings.  The  result  is  shown  by  the  great  increase  of 
infantile  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  allied  diseases.  We  lose  no 
opportunity  of  impressing  this  on  the  mothers  when  we  visit  them. 
Most  of  the  midwives  heartily  co-operate  with  us  in  our  work. 
Bringing  to  our  notice  any  wasting  babies  that  they  have  observed 
and  drawing  our  attention  to  any  matter  which  they  think  should 
be  brought  to  our  notice. 

One  case  of  infantile  neglect  has  been  reported  to  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
The  baby  since  then  has  been  regularly  visited,  and  is  now  a  thriving 
child  nearly  twelve  months  of  age. 

Owing  to  an  increased  staff  we  shall  be  able  for  the  future  to 
visit  and  re-visit  as  often  as  necessary  every  baby  born  in  the  Wigan 
Borough  up  to  the  age  of  twelve  months  with  we  hope  appreciable 
results  in  1914  and  onwards. 

Special  Visits. — Most  of  these  are  cases  in  which  the  various 
Doctors  have  asked  our  assistance  in  matters  relating  to  sanitation 
and  cleanliness  among  their  patients  ;  also  to  give  instruction  in 
infant  feeding,  etc.  In  two  cases  the  bedding  had  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  owing  to  its  filthy  and  verminous  con¬ 
dition. 

J.  Norman. 

B.  Crompton. 
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MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

During  the  year  57  women  were  registered  as  practising  within 
the  Borough.  They  have  been  visited  at  their  own  houses  by  Mrs. 
Hall,  the  late  Health  Visitor,  and  by  the  present  staff. 

During  the  year  there  were  6  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified 
and  no  deaths,  against  4  cases  and  3  deaths  in  1912.  In  all  cases  a 
Midwife  had  been  in  attendance  ;  in  each  case  she  was  suspended 
from  carrying  out  her  midwifery  duties. 

Caution  has  been  given  for  negligence  in  carrying  out  the  rules 
of  the  Midwives’  Board. 

Notifications  sent  in,  as  required  by  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board  : — 


1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

Records  of  Sending  for  Medical  Help... 

463 

297 

199 

80 

60 

42 

16 

13 

9 

Notification  of  Death  of  Mother  or 

Child  . 

8 

12 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

Notifications  of  Still-births  . 

55 

29 

32 

25 

34 

26 

18 

15 

5 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WIGAN. 


Midwives  on  Register,  year  ending  31st  December,  1913  : — 


Name. 

Ashton,  Ellen  . 

Archer,  Annie  M.  .. 
Arkwright,  Sarah  .. 

Baxter,  Mary  E . 

Bentham,  Elizabeth 

Bentham,  Ellen . 

Bolton,  Elizabeth  .. 

Booth,  Maria  . 

Cox,  Jane  . 

Cowley,  Elizabeth  .. 

Cunliffe,  Mary  . 

Daniels,  Ellen  . 

Dutton,  Harriet  ... 

Ellis,  J . 

Finch,  Eliza  . 

Finch,  Alice  . 

Fraser,  Susannah  .. 
Green,  Sarah . . 


Registered  No. 

3,740 
4,143 
....  73,410 

661 
6,722 
....  19,486 

....  26,027 

3,263 
933 
3,780 
....  19,073 

9,585 
....  10,507 

.  32,972 

3,760 

4,360 

.  26,727 

.  13,239 
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Name.  Registered  No. 

Grundy,  Maria  .  3,643 

Hanna,  M.  C . 32,247 

Hall,  Ann  J .  10,630 

Howarth,  Mary  E .  28,695 

Holland,  Annie  A .  28,685 

Hogg,  M .  36,116 

Jones,  Sarah  .  38,275 

Eayland,  Alice .  5,276 

Mann,  M.  A .  33,103 

McAllister,  Isabel .  23,614 

McCann,  Margaret  .  2,532 

Patrick,  Ann .  6,335 

Priest,  Catherine  .  17,057 

Perry,  Nancy .  17,052 

Quarmby,  Helena  M .  30,811 

Scott,  Jane  1 .  26,920 

Thomas,  M.  J .  33,242 

Topping,  S.  E .  30,896 

Wilson,  Dorothy  .  558 

Worthington,  Elizabeth .  4,367 

Walsh,  Alice  .  4,346 

Winstanley,  Ann .  3,574 

Howarth  nee  Wilkinson,  Mary  J.  G .  28,969 

Wilkinson,  Maria  .  38,488 

Residing  outside  but  practising  in  Wigan  : — 

Berry,  S . 11,980 

Davies,  Mary  A .  2,780 

Dod,  Evelina  .  16,737 

Ellison,  Mrs .  3,196 

Green,  Elizabeth  . 1,911 

Green,  Jane  .  7,669 

Hall,  Mrs .  2,813 

Horne,  J .  5,473 

Knowles,  Fanny .  2,328 

Moss,  Elizabeth .  15,722 

Moss,  Margaret .  4,398 

Ramsdale,  A.  .  * .  3,219 

Rudd,  Ann .  2,773 

Trow,  Mary  Ann . . . 21,067 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 

This  Act  has  been  adopted  and  has  now  been  in  operation 
since  the  6th  of  June,  1910.  Subjoined  are  the  Infantile  Death-rates 
for  1913  and  1912  : — 

INFANTILE  DEATH-RATES,  1913. 


Month. 

Deaths, 

all 

Causes. 

Births. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Diarrhoea 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

January  . 

33 

195 

169 

February  . 

43 

197 

218 

March . 

70 

242 

289 

April . 

36 

202 

178 

36 

254 

141 

June  . 

17 

186 

91 

1 

5 

Julv . 

18 

208 

86 

1 

4 

August  . 

50 

241 

207 

42 

174 

September  . 

56 

206 

271 

42 

203 

October . 

38 

200 

190 

20 

100 

November  . 

32 

219 

146 

4 

18 

December  . 

25 

179 

139 

1 

5 

Transferable  . 

2 

15 

456 

2,544 

179 

111 

43 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  for  12  months,  179. 
Average  for  the  last  10  years  (1904-1913),  162. 


INFANTILE  DEATH-RATES.  1912. 


Month. 

Deaths  , 
all 

Causes . 

Births. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Diarrhoea 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

J anuary  . 

16 

206 

77 

•  •  • 

February  . 

24 

234 

102 

1 

4 

March . 

34 

287 

118 

1 

3 

April . 

23 

201 

114 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

May  . 

26 

209 

124 

5 

23 

June  . 

34 

247 

137 

3 

12 

July . 

31 

186 

166 

5 

26 

August  . 

38 

221 

171 

9 

40 

September  . 

26 

175 

148 

6 

34 

October  . 

21 

198 

106 

November  . 

20 

221 

90 

1 

4 

December  . 

30 

179 

167 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Transferable . 

1 

24 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

324 

2,588 

125 

31 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  for  12  months,  125. 
Average  for  the  last  10  years  (1903-1912),  162. 


EDUCATION  ACT,  1902  &  1904. 

The  report  on  the  work  done  under  these  Acts  is  given  in  the 
School  Medical  Officer’s  report. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Analyist,  1913. 


May,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  briefly  summarise  herewith  the  work  of 
the  Analytical  Department  of  the  Corporation  for  the  year  1913. 

The  record  of  work  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
shows  Wigan  to  be  immune  from  adulteration  in  respect  of  all  articles 
of  food,  etc.,  submitted,  with  the  exception  of  the  milk  supply. 

A  close  watch  has  been  kept  upon  the  water  supply  month  by 
month,  and,  although  variations  in  regard  to  organic  purity,  parti¬ 
cularly,  do  and  will  occur,  there  is  no  evidence  of  anything  but  a 
wholesome  and  all-round  satisfactory  supply. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


3.  Ernest  Meeting. 
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WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SAFE  OF  FOOD  AND 

DRUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913,  I  have  analysed 
192  samples,  consisting  of  126  milks,  15  butters,  11  coffees,  10  whiskies, 
6  each  of  margarine,  malt  vinegar,  and  spirits  of  turpentine  ;  4  rums, 
2  each  of  ground  ginger,  mustard,  pepper  and  brandy. 


The  only  adulteration  which  has  taken  place  is  that  of  milk. 
This  food,  being  a  commodity  that  admits  of  sophistication  with  the 
least  amount  of  trouble,  and  not  calling  for  any  special  apparatus 
to  be  used,  probably  accounts  for  its  holding  the  premier  position. 
Another  reason,  too,  is  that  the  demand  for  it  is  very  liable  to  fluctuate 
according  to  the  period  of  the  week. 


The  12  samples  reported  against  gave  the  following  amount  of 
adulteration,  based  upon  standard  milk  :  — 


1 — 30%  deficient  in  fat. 


2—16-6% 

do. 

1—12-0% 

do. 

2—10-0% 

do. 

3—  6-6% 

do. 

1-  5% 

do. 

and  3-5%  extraneous  water. 


1- —  7%  extraneous  water. 
1-  4-7% 


do. 


The  percentage  adulteration  on  all  milk  samples  is  9-5%,  but 
on  the  total  number  of  samples  submitted  is  only  6-2%,  which  is 
rather  less  than  in  1912.  Preservatives,  e.g.,  formaldehyde,  boron 
and  its  compounds,  were  tested  for  throughout,  with  negative  results. 


One  of  the  pepper  samples  was  of  very  low-grade  quality.  It 
contained  more  than  the  average  amount  of  mineral  matter  and  husk, 
but  in  other  respects  it  was  genuine. 


All  the  butters  were  normal  in  respect  of  water,  curd,,  etc.,  and 
only  one,  which  was  described  as  “  Irish/'  contained  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  of  boron  preservative. 


The  remainder  of  the  samples  do  not  call  for  any  special  com¬ 
ment.  They  were  all  quite  genuine, 
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FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS,  ACTS. 


Twenty-nine  samples  were 

submitted  informally  and  examined  : 

Bran  . 

6 

4  satisfactory  ;  2  unsatisfactory. 

Indian  corn  .... 

5 

5 

;  y 

Barley  . 

4 

2 

2 

Beans  . 

4 

4 

y ; 

Oats  . 

4 

4 

y  y 

Linseed  . 

3 

3 

y  y 

Indian  meal  .... 

2 

2 

y  y 

Cooked  Uveco... 

1 

1 

y  > 

Total  . 

29 

25  satisfactory  ;  4  unsatisfactory. 

RAG  FLOCK  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

One  sample  was  submitted  informally  and  was  found  to  contain 
double  the  amount  of  “  chlorine  in  chlorides  ”  prescribed  by  the 
regulations.  As  the  sample  was  only  small  in  amount,  an  exhaustive 
examination  could  not  be  carried  out. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Monthly  samples  of  the  public  supply  have  been  taken  from 
various  houses  in  the  Borough  and  analysed.  Taking  the  figures 
month  by  month,  the  Wigan  water  supply  varies  only  slightly  in 
composition. 

The  samples  analysed  in  January,  1913,  gave  a  rather  high 
albuminoid  ammonia  figure,  viz.  :  24  parts  per  million.  Upon 

further  examining  the  sample  I  satisfied  myself  that  this  unusual 
figure  was  not  in  any  way  due  to  sewage  or  similar  contamination. 
The  lowest  amount  of  albuminoid  ammonia  recorded  was  -055  per 
million  in  March,  and  the  average  for  the  year  was  “135. 

The  degrees  of  hardness  have  varied  between  the  following 
limits  : — 

Before  boiling  [i.e.,  total  hardness)  4-75°  to  13*25°. 

After  boiling  [i.e.,  permanent  hardness)  3*0°  to  8*25°. 

GAS  TESTS. 

A  determination  of  the  illuminating  power  of  the  Corporation 
gas  supply  was  made  in  the  earlier  and  later  months  of  the  year  ; 
the  highest  result  being  in  January  (18*38)  and  the  lowest  in  October 
(18*07). 

The  average  throughout  was  18*22  sperm  candles. 

S;  Ernkst  Mkujng. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR* 

1913. 

Health  Department, 

King  Street  West,  April,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  perusal  my  Second 
Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Staff  of  the  Department 
during  the  year  1913. 

The  onerous  duties  of  the  Staff — though  increasing  yearly- — 
have  been  carried  out  with  such  tact  as  to  cause  very  little  friction. 

A  survey  of  the  work  done  under  the  different  headings  shows 
this  to  be  the  case,  and  that  the  time  of  the  Department  has  been 
fully  occupied. 


Conversions  have  been  carried  out  in  the  following  properties — 
from  privies  and  pails  to  water  closets  : — 


Johnson  Street,  Pemberton  . 

Factory  Street,  Pemberton  . 

Sydney  Street,  Pemberton  . 

Warrington  Road,  Pemberton . 

56,  58,  Great  George  Street  . 

35,  35a,  Eyon  Street  . 

25,  27,  29,  Milton  Street  . 

Atherton’s  Yard,  Hallgate  . 

1-11,  Penson’s  Yard,  Standishgate  . 

1  &  3,  Shaw’s  Yard,  Hallgate  . 

2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  Crofters’  Arms  Yard 

5,  7,  9,  11,  Princess  Street . 

63,  Darlington  Street  . 

1  and  3,  Clarence  Street  1 
3  and  5,  Orchard  Street  ' 

Airey’s  Brewery  . 

Pepper  Mill  . 

77-83,  Darlington  Street  . 


6  privies  to  11  water  closets. 


8  „ 

to  10 

y  y 

y  y 

1  privy 

y  y 

4 

yy 

y  y 

1  „ 

yy 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

1  pail 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

yy 

1  „ 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

2  pails 

y  y 

3 

y  y 

y  y 

1  pail 

y  y 

1 

y  y 

closet. 

4  pails 

y  y 

5 

y  y 

closets. 

2  „ 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

2  „ 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

2  „ 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

1  pail 

y  y 

1 

y  y 

closet. 

2  pails 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

closets. 

*  1  pail 

y  y 

1 

y  y 

closet. 

5  pails 

y  y 

6 

y  y 

closets. 

4  „ 

yy 

5 

yy 

> } 
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2,  Western  Mill  . 

Works,  Swift  Street,  Newtown  | 
18a-48,  Soho  Street,  Newtown  3 
1-31,  Sarginson  Street,  Newtown 
3  and  5,  Harrison  Street,  Pemberton 
1,  3,  5,  7,  Douglas  Street  7 
1  and  2,  Hodge’s  Yard  3 
3  and  5,  Library  Street  . 


24tubecl’tsto24  ,,  ,, 

1  privy  ,,  2  „ 

8  privies  ,,16  ,,  ,, 

1  water  closet  provided. 

3  ,,  closets  ,, 

.  1  extra  water  closet  provided. 


A  large  number  of  complaints  have  been  received  during  the 
year  with  reference  to  alleged  nuisances,  and  on  inspection  it  was 
found  that  in  many  cases  the  cause  of  complaint  had  arisen  through 
neighbourly  strife,  and  one  had  to  be  very  careful  in  instituting 
enquiries  ;  some  of  the  complaints  were  genuine,  but  the  majority 
were  frivolous  and  absolutely  such  that  cannot  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts.  The  visiting  of  the  same  cause  unnecessary 
work  upon  the  Staff. 


The  tenants  in  a  number  of  cases  disregard  all  sense  of  duty 
as  a  householder,  and  it  is  regretable  that  we  have  not  the  power  to 
deal  more  strictly  and  promptly  with  such  persons  under  any  Public 
Health  Laws.  Till  the  tenants  fully  recognise  their  duty  as  house¬ 
holders  the  longer  will  be  the  delay  in  realising  the  full  benefits  that 
can  accrue  from  the  carrying  out  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  have  to  tender  you  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  help  and  consideration  extended  to  the  Department. 
To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I  tender  my  thanks  for  his  ever- 
ready  help.  To  the  Inspectors  and  the  rest  of  the  Staff  I  have 
nothing  but  praise,  and  sincerely  hope  that  their  efforts  in  carrying 
out  the  arduous  duties  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  you. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Charges  H.  France, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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THE  FOEEOWING  IS  A  SUMMARY  OF  THE  VISITS  PAID 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

No.  of  Houses  and  premises  inspected  re  Nuisances  and  com¬ 
plaints  .  1,853 

,,  Re-visits  re  Nuisances .  3,104 

,,  Miscellaneous  Visits .  969 

,,  Visits  to  premises  re  Testing  Drainage  .  68 

,,  ,,  Housing  and  Town  Planning 

Act  .  179 

,,  Re-visits  to  premises  re  Housing  and  Town  Planning 

Act  .  756 

,,  Visits  to  Infectious  Disease  Cases  . 1,453 

,,  ,,  re  Iyimewashing,  &c.,  after  Infectious  Disease  153 

,,  ,,  to  Slaughter-houses  .  1,475 

,,  ,,  to  Offensive  Trade  Premises  .  117 

,,  ,,  to  Markets  .  305 

,,  ,,  to  Butchers’  and  other  Food  Shops  .  366 

,,  ,,  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  .  86 

,,  ,,  to  Houses  Eet-in-Eodgings  (day)  .  390 

,,  ,,  to  Common  Eodging  Houses  (day)  .  2,623 

„  „  „  (night)  .  22 

,,  ,,  to  Shops  (day)  .  2,654 

„  „  „  (night)  .  16 

,,  ,,  ,,  re  Closing  Order  (day)  .  398 

,,  „  „  „  (night)  .  456 

,,  ,,  to  Factories  .  80 

,,  ,,  to  Workshops  .  570 

,,  Smoke  Observations  taken  .  21 

,,  Canal  Boats  inspected  .  95 

,,  Samples  procured  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  . ...  192 

,,  ,,  Fertilizers  and  Feeding 

Stuffs  Act  .  29 

NUISANCES. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  work  done  and  the  nuis¬ 
ances  dealt  with  : — 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  and  visited  re  Nuisances  and 

Complaints .  1,853 


Nuisances  discovered  .  1,423 

,,  abated  .  1,085 

Notices  issued  (preliminary)  .  548 

„  (formal) .  255 

Letters  issued  .  151 

Re-visits  to  Nuisances  .  3,104 

Other  visits  made  .  959 

Visits  to  premises  (testing  of  drainage)  .  68 

Nuisances  remaining  on  books,  December  31st,  1913 .  300 

DESCRIPTION  OF  NUISANCES  DEALT  WITH. 

Defective  drainage .  34 

Choked  drainage  .  160 

Defective  and  foul  gullies  .  10 

Gullies  requiring  grids  .  27 

Want  of  slopstones  and  pipes  .  6 

Sink  waste  pipes  connected  to  drains  .  1 

Slopstones  defective  .  6 

Soil  pipes  or  connections  defective .  10 

Defective  or  choked  water  closets  .  20 

Defective  or  choked  sink  waste  pipes . .  28 

Defective  ventilating  shafts  .  1 

Defective  water  supply  to  closets .  3 

Defective  condition  of  closets  (roof,  walls,  door,  seat  or  floor)..  193 

Want  of  doors  to  closets  .  21 

Want  of  doors  to  Ashhouse  .  9 

Defective  condition  of  Ashhouses  (roof,  walls,  door  or  floor)...  42 

Defective  or  choked  waste  water  closets .  20 

Want  of  ashtub  covers  .  33 

Want  of  ashtubs  .  21 

Foul  and  defective  privies  and  ashpits  .  5 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  .  7 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  to  houses  or  workshops .  18 

Insufficient  ventilation  to  closets,  to  factories  and  workshops...  5 

Defective  spouts  (eave  or  down)  .  170 

Bath  and  lavatory  waste  pipes  connected  to  drains  .  1 

>  >  ,,  defective  .  4 

Soil  pipes  inside  premises .  1 

Insufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  to  factories  or  work¬ 
shops  . 2 
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Defective  or  foul  urinals  .  2 

Want  of  spouting  to  premises  .  2 

Defective  roofs  .  80 

Defective  flagging  or  paving  (yards  and  passages)  .  73 

Unpaved  yards  and  passages  .  1 

Houses  overcrowded  or  keeping  of  lodgers  .  16 

Houses  and  premises  filthy .  17 

Houses  requiring  limewashing  .  9 

Houses  without  proper  and  sufficient  drainage  .  1 

Houses  without  proper  or  through  ventilation  .  8 

Houses  with  filthy  closets  .  4 

Houses  with  filthy  yards  and  entries .  17 

Houses  with  damp  or  defective  walls  .  14 

Houses  with  defective  floors . 10 

Workshops  requiring  limewashing  .  6 

Foul  closets .  6 

Want  of  middensteads .  1 

Defective  middensteads  . 8 

Accumulations  of  manure  . 17 

Accumulations  of  water  .  1 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  .  19 

Keeping  of  Animals .  36 

Smoke  nuisances  .  1 

Miscellaneous  .  114 

COMMON  DODGING  HOUSES. 

The  different  houses  on  the  register  have  been  given  the  atten¬ 
tion  necessary.  The  Bye-laws  have  been  strictly  enforced  ;  verbal 
warnings  for  slight  infringements  have  been  given,  and  these  have 
had  the  desired  effect. 

The  number  of  visits  is  much  greater  than  in  the  previous 
year  ;  and  the  number  of  persons  reported  as  occupying,  as  per  the 
returns  given  in,  has  increased  30,000  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Mr.  J.  Risley  has  carried  out  the  work  of  inspection  in  a  very 
admirable  manner. 

The  houses  will  compare  favourably  with  any  such  houses  of 
other  towns, 
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No.  of  Common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough . 

,,  Codgers  allowed  nightly  . 

,,  Visits  by  day  . 

„  »  night  . 

Codgers  reported  as  being  received  (per  returns) 
,,  Cetters  sent  out  . 


21 

949 

2,636 

22 

218,545 

4 


No.  on  Register. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
17 
24 
34 

36 

37 

38 


House. 

2  and  4,  John  Street. 

“  Brown  Cow/’  Queen  Street. 
23,  25,  Hardybutts. 

46,  Queen  Street. 

1,  3,  5,  Union  Street. 

16,  Hardybutts. 

87,  89,  91,  Millgate. 

1,  Hardybutts. 

14,  Scholes. 

“  The  Mint,”  Scholes. 

17,  Warrington  Cane. 

7,  Wiend. 

1,  Swift’s  Yard,  Millgate. 

7,  Hardybutts. 

32,  Hardybutts. 

3,  Hardybutts. 

28,  Wiend. 

27,  Hallgate. 

1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  Scholes. 

.7,  9,  Union  Street. 

36,  38,  Hardybutts. 


HOUSES  CET-IN-CODGINGS. 

The  work  of  inspection  of  these  houses  has  been  carefully 
carried  out  by  my  assistant,  Mr.  E.  Richardson,  and  the  Bye-laws 
enforced,  without  any  cause  for  complaint. 

The  number  of  registered  houses  is  increased  by  one. 


No.  of  Houses  on  register  . . .  19 

,,  Visits  (day)  .  390 

,,  Cetters  sent  out  .  1 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter-houses  and  Shops  where  food  is  prepared  for 
consumption  have  been  regularly  visited.  Every  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  slaughter-houses  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  Bye-laws, 
and  there  has  been  no  cause  to  take  any  legal  proceedings  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  same. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  report  refers  to  the  action 
taken  to  induce  the  owners  and  occupiers  to  bring  their  places  into 
more  sanitary  condition. 

The  butchers  on  the  whole  work  amicably  with  the  Department, 
and  offer  every  assistance  when  so  required.  The  number  of  beasts 
that  have  required  our  judgment  is  given  below.  In  each  case  where 
the  beast  has  been  passed,  portions  of  the  offal  have  been  surrendered 
and  destroyed.  In  those  condemned,  the  offal  was  accounted  for  in 
each  case.  The  Fish  Markets  have  been  regularly  visited  and  any 
unsound  food  has  been  promptly  dealt  with. 

Noting  the  amount  of  food  and  fish  refuse  destroyed,  I  think 
the  provision  of  appliances  to  make  the  resultant  product  of  some 
marketable  value  is  worth  the  consideration  of  your  Committee. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADE  PREMISES. 

Bye-laws  have  been  before  your  Committee  and  confirmed  by 
the  Council  for  the  better  regulation  of  these  places.  The  places 
have  been  constantly  inspected,  and  any  cause  for  complaints  imme¬ 
diately  remedied. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  &  MARKETS,  &c. 


No.  of  Slaughter-houses  in  Borough  .  26 

,,  Offensive  Trade  Premises  in  Borough .  7 

,,  Knackers  Yards  in  Borough  (licensed)  . 2 

,,  Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  .  1,475 

,,  ,,  Offensive  Trade  Premises  .  117 

,,  ,,  Markets .  305 

,,  „  Butchers’  and  other  Food  Shops  .  366 
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No.  of  Fetters  sent  out  .  40 

„  Certificates  issued  (condemned  food)  .  68 

„  Beasts  passed  .  327| 

,,  ,,  condemned  .  19J 


FOOD  CONDEMNED,  1913. 


J  anuary. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 


November. 


1  Beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  1  fore-quarter  of  a  beast 

(Tuberculosis),;  1  pig  (suffocation)  ;  7  bags  of  fish. 

2  Fore-quarters  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  2  boxes  of 

fish  ;  32  barrels  of  apples  ;  19  boxes  of  tomatoes. 

2  Fore-quarters  and  1  hind-quarter  of  a  beast  (Tuber¬ 
culosis)  ;  1  box  and  1  bag  of  fish  ;  1  salmon  ;  9 
boxes  of  tomatoes. 

1  Beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  2  hind-quarters  of  a  beast 

(Tuberculosis)  ;  37  rabbits  ;  51  boxes  of  fish. 

2  Hind-quarters  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  701bs.  of 

frozen  beef  ;  1  pig  (Tuberculosis)  ;  62  rabbits  ; 

2  boxes  of  fish  ;  18  salmon. 

1  Flank  portion  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  8  boxes  of 
fish  ;  8  pigeons. 

1  Fore-quarter  and  1  hind-quarter  of  a  beast  (Tuber¬ 

culosis)  ;  1  flank  portion  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ; 
1  pig  (Tuberculosis)  ;  1  barrel,  3  boxes  and  1  bag 
of  fish  ;  6  pots  of  shrimps  ;  58  crabs. 

5  Beasts  (Tuberculosis)  ;  20  rabbits  ;  3  boxes  of  fish. 

2  Beasts  (Tuberculosis)  ;  1  fore-quarter  and  1  hind- 

quarter  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  1  fore-quarter 
and  1  hind-quarter  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  171 
rabbits  ;  8  kegs  and  1  bag  of  fish. 

2  Beasts  (Tuberculosis)  ;  1  fore-quarter  and  1  hind- 

quarter  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  1  fore-quarter 
of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  2  fore-quarters  and  1 
hind-quarter  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  32  rabbits  ; 
9  boxes  of  fish  ;  60  baskets  of  plums  ;  2  hampers 
of  pears  ;  2  barrels  of  grapes. 

1  Beast  (Emaciation)  ;  1  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  1  hind- 
quarter  of  a  beast  (Tuberculosis)  ;  11  barrels  of 


pears. 

95  Rabbits  ;  1  box  of  fish  ;  1  [barrel  of  pears. 


December. 
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SUMMARY. 


13  Beasts. 

19  Salmon. 

12  Fore-quarters  of  beasts. 

58  Crabs. 

11  Hind-quarters  of  beasts. 

8  Pigeons. 

2  Flank  portions  of  beasts. 

22  Barrels  of  apples. 

701bs.  of  frozen  beef. 

12  Barrels  of  pears. 

3  Pigs. 

2  Hampers  of  pears. 

80  Boxes  of  fish. 

60  Baskets  of  plums. 

9  Kits  of  fish. 

2  Barrels  of  grapes. 

9  Bags  of  shell-fish. 

28  Boxes  of  tomatoes. 

1  Bag  of  trout. 

417  Rabbits. 

6  Pots  of  shrimps. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  quantities  of  unwholesome 
food  destroyed  at  the  Miry  Fane  Depot  during  the  year  : — 


T. 

c. 

Q- 

Fish  . 

.  5 

13 

3 

Beef . 

.  14 

0 

3 

Pork  . . . 

6 

0 

20 

0 

2 

addition  to  the  above, 

the  following  was  destroyed 

T. 

c. 

Q- 

Shell-fish . 

.  18 

4 

2 

Other  refuse . 

.  257 

0 

2 

275 

5 

0 

CANAF  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  &  1884. 

The  canal  has  been  visited  regularly  during  the  year  and  the 
boats  thereon  have  been  thoroughly  examined.  The  number  of 
inspections  have  been  slightly  less  this  year. 

The  number  of  occupants  and  the  sexes  on  the  boats  inspected, 
were  as  follows  : — Men,  201  ;  Women,  26  ;  Children,  5. 

A  census  was  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  the  boats  that 
have  been  registered  at  Wigan — as  to  how  many  were  still  in  use 
Or  otherwise.  The  result  of  the  enquiries  is  given  below, 
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On  January  29th  of  this  year,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats 
(Mr.  Iylewellyn)  visited  me  and  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the 
books,  and  expressed  himself  fully  satisfied  upon  the  work  that  had 
been  carried  out. 


No.  of  Boats  that  have  been  registered  at  Wigan  .  288 

,,  ,,  still  in  use  or  available  .  58 

„  ,,  not  in  use  .  187 

,,  ,,  that  cannot  be  traced  .  25 

,,  ,,  re-registered  with  other  authorities  .  18 

„  „  ,,  at  Wigan  . . . • . .  6 

,,  Applications  for  registration  and  re-registration  during 

the  year  . 2 

,,  Applications  granted  .  2 

,,  Boats  re-registered  .  - 

,,  Inspections  .  95 

,,  Notices  issued  . 8 

,,  ,,  complied  with .  5 

,,  Contraventions  of  regulations .  16 

,,  Betters  sent  out  . 43 

,,  Certificates  renewed  .  1 


Copy  of  Annual  Report  to  the  Bocal  Government  Board  as  to 
the  execution  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  during  1913. 

1.  Inspection  of  Boats. 

The  inspection  is  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
(Mr.  Charles  H.  France,  Health  Office,  Wigan).  Remuneration 
reckoned  in  salary. 

2.  Number  of  Boats  Inspected. 

95.  Condition  of  boats  and  occupants,  good. 

3.  Infringements  of  the  Acts  and  Regueations. 


(c)  Certificates  .  11 

(i)  Painting  of  boats .  4 

,,  number  of  boat  .  1 


4.  Begat,  Proceedings. 

None  taken. 

5.  Steps  taken  to  Secure  Compeiance  with  Acts  and 

Regueations. 

Notices  and  letters  issued  in  each  case. 

6.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

None. 


7.  Detention  oe  Boats  for  Ceeansing  and  Disinfection. 

None. 

8.  Totae  Number  of  Boats  on  Register. 


Total  registered .  288 

(a)  In  use  or  available  .  58 

(b)  Cannot  be  traced  .  25 

Not  in  use  .  187 

Re-registered .  18 


9.  Number  of  Boats  Registered  in  1913. 

2.  No  structural  alterations. 

( Signed )  Charges  H.  France, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  observations  have  been 
made  of  the  mill  chimneys  in  the  Borough,  and  attention  has  been 
paid  to  complaints  of  smoke  nuisances  from  other  workplaces  and 
dwellings.  In  5  cases  of  the  mill  chimneys  letters  were  sent  calling 
attention  to  the  time  limit  being  exceeded,  and  this  warning  has 
been  sufficient  to  cause  no  further  action  being  taken. 

With  the  exercise  of  a  little  care  on  every  person’s  part,  many 
of  the  complaints  would  be  unnecessary. 


No.  of  Smoke  observations .  21 

,,  Tetters  sent  out  .  5 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
the  year  have  been  slightly  more  owing  chiefly  to  the  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
cular  Diseases  notified.  Special  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
Tuberculosis  diseases,  each  case  being  visited  and  the  particulars 
entered  upon  a  card  specially  provided.  On  removal  to  any  institu¬ 
tion,  to  other  district,  or  death,  the  house  was  sprayed  and  disinfected, 
and  in  some  cases  the  bedding  destroyed.  Every  other  case  of 
infectious  disease  was  visited  and  re-visited,  and  inspection  of  the 
house  and  sanitary  arrangements  made.  Any  defects  were  promptly 
remedied.  Disinfection  and  lime  washing,  etc.,  of  the  premises 
followed. 

The  number  of  premises  and  articles  disinfected  are  slightly 
less  than  in  1912.  The  work  has  been  carried  out  thoroughly  and 
with  every  satisfaction  ;  “  Formalin  ”  being  used. 

Appended  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (PREVENTION)  ACT. 


No.  of  Houses  disinfected  .  341 

,,  Rooms  disinfected  .  530 

,,  Beds  disinfected  .  302 

,,  Mattresses  disinfected  .  217 

,,  Sheets  and  Quilts  disinfected .  1,018 

,,  Other  articles  disinfected  .  2,585 

No.  of  Premises  Cleansed  and  Eimewashed  after  Infectious 

Disease .  98 

,,  Visits  to  Houses  re  Rimewashing  and  Cleansing,  &c.  153 

,,  ,,  re  Infectious  Disease  .  1,453 

,,  Fetters  sent  out  re  Infectious  Disease  .  2 

,,  ,,  re  Rimewashing  .  22 


SAFE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS;  MARGARINE  ACTS; 
PUBFIC  HEARTH  (MIRK  &  CREAM)  REGURATIONS,  1912. 

The  work  carried  out  under  these  Acts  has  been  much  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  samples  are  less  by  9,  and  the 
number  found  adulterated  is  about  the  same — 12.  The  adulteration 
has  been  entirely  with  the  milk,  and  the  results  are  given  in  the 
following  pages.  Samples  have  been  taken  from  shops,  railway 
stations,  and  milk  carts,  and  adulteration  was  found  in  the  three 
instances.  Warnings  were  issued  in  the  shop  cases  ;  costs  were 
inflicted  in  the  case  from  the  railway  station  ;  and  in  the  others — the 
first  sample  was  from  the  milk  cart,  and  in  following  this  case  up  the 
farmer  was  implicated,  with  the  results  shewn  below. 

There  has  been  no  cause  to  take  action  for  any  preservative 
being  found  in  milk. 

* 

Only  7  informal  samples  have  been  taken  against  34  in  1912. 
All  the  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst.  All  the  samples 
of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  have  been  examined 
for  preservatives,  with  the  result  as  shown  above. 


PUBFIC  HEARTH  (MIRK  &  CREAM)  REGURATIONS,  1912. 

No  samples  of  cream  have  been  taken  under  the  above,  but  the 
provisions  as  to  the  notices  and  label  have  been  strictly  carried  out. 

Appended  is  the  list  of  samples  taken  with  results  of  analysis. 


No.  of  Samples  obtained  for  analysis  .  192 

,,  genuine  .  180 

>,  ,,  adulterated .  12 

»»  ,,  not  formal  ”  .  7 

,,  Fetters  sent  out  . . . .  42 
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Samples. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Not  Formal. 

Milk  . 

126 

114 

12 

5 

Butter  . 

15 

15 

•  •  • 

2 

Coffee  . . . 

11 

11 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Margarine  . 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

White  Pepper  . 

2 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

Ground  Ginger  — 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Mustard  . 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Whiskey  . 

10 

10 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Spirits  of  Turpen¬ 
tine  . 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

Rum  . 

4 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

Brandy  . 

2 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

4  otal  . . . . 

192 

180 

12 

7 

126 
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Offences  other  than  adulteration  : — 

Obstructing  Inspector  .  Nil. 

Attempting  to  bribe  Inspector .  ,, 

Refusing  to  serve  Inspector .  ,, 

No  name  on  milk  can  .  ,, 

Condensed,  separated  or  skimmed  milks  unlabelled .  ,, 

Breaches  of  the  Margarine  Act,  1887 .  ,, 

,,  Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  1907 . 

MARGARINE  &  MARGARINE  CHEESE. 

Under  the  above  14  persons  are  registered  as  “  Wholesale 
Dealers  ”  for  17  premises. 


EERTIUIZERS  &  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906. 

During  the  year  29  informal  samples  have  been  taken  ;  25 
samples  were  reported  satisfactory  and  4  as  unsatisfactory— in  these 
cases  satisfactory  explanations  were  given.  The  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  :  bran  2,  barley  2. 


Indian  meal  .  3 

Cooked  “  Uveco  ”  .  1 

Oats  .  4 

Barley  .  4 

Bran  .  6 

Maize  .  4 

Beans  . 4 

Einseed  .  3 


FACTORY  &  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  full  particulars  of  work  under  this  heading  are  dealt  with 
in  Part  III.  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  different  factories  and 
workshops  in  the  Borough,  and  any  infringements  of  the  Acts  have 
been  dealt  with. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  re-constructed  at  Eckers- 
ley’s  Mills,  Swan  Meadow,  from  the  tube  and  pail  closets  to  the 
pedestals  on  the  water-carriage  system  ;  and  the  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  in  some  of  the  mills  have  been  put  in  good  order.  This 
work  is  continuing,  and  I  hope  by  the  end  of  the  present  year  to  have 
visited  all  the  mills  in  the  Borough,  and  be  able  to  report  that  all  the 
escapes  are  put  in  proper  order.  I  have  received  during  the  year  a 
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number  of  complaints  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  upon  alleged 
infringements  of  the  Acts,  especially  regarding  the  system  of  sanitary 
conveniences  in  the  Borough  ;  though  agreeing  in  some  way  with 
him,  I  have  pointed  out  in  an  interview  with  him,  the  recognition  of 
the  present  system  and  the  points  arising  upon  his  notices.  I 
explained  that  the  question  of  the  conversion  of  the  pail  and  privy 
system  in  the  Borough  was  being  discussed,  and  I  hoped  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  conversions  would  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact. 
I  have  had  some  of  the  conversions  carried  out  by  agreement  with 
the  owners. 


No.  of  Workshops  on  register  .  405 

,,  Bakehouses  on  register  . . . .  145 

,,  Domestic  Workshops  .  32 

,,  Visits  to  Outworkers’  Premises  .  21 

,,  ,,  Factories .  81 

,,  ,,  Workshops  .  570 

,,  Fetters  sent  out  .  69 

,,  Defects  dealt  with  .  167 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

The  provisions  of  these  Acts  have  been  carried  out  very  care¬ 
fully  by  the  Department.  Though  this  work  is  only  a  portion  of  the 
duties  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  it  has  been  necessary  to  give 
extra  time  in  instruction  upon  its  provisions  to  the  tradespeople, 
and  to  see  that  the  same  were  carried  out. 

I  had  during  the  year  cause  to  summon  three  persons  under  the 
Acts  for  offences.  No  doubt  this  was  a  deterrent  to  other  would-be 
transgressors.  The  cases  are  given  under  “  Prosecutions.”  I  can 
safely  say  that  the  work  that  has  been  expended  upon  these  duties 
is  well  repaid  by  the  knowledge  that  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  are 
now  carried  out  with  as  little  friction  as  possible  to  the  Department. 
Some  of  the  mixed  shops  have  decided  to  close  for  one  half-day 
rather  than  have  my  Inspectors  detecting  any  breach  of  the  Acts 
where  shops  are  closed  for  sale  of  certain  goods  not  exempted. 

It  would  be  more  beneficial  generally  if  the  different  trades 
applied  to  the  Council  for  Orders  to  be  made  regulating  closing  time 
for  their  trades. 

It  would  soothe  the  friction  that  arises  consequent  upon  the 
different  days  of  closing,  and  also  the  times  at  night,  and  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  shop  workers. 
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The  report  of  offences  are  given  herewith  : — 


No.  of  Shops  on  register  .  2,262 

„  Visits  to  Shops  (day)  .  2,654 

„  „  (night)  .  16 

,,  re  Closing  Order  Barbers  and  Hair¬ 
dressers  (day)  .  398 

,,  re  Closing  Order  Barbers  and  Hair¬ 
dressers  (night)  .  456 

,,  Tetters  sent  out  re  infringements  .  50 

,,  Observations  (day)  .  326 

„  „  (night)  10 


SHOPS  ACT,  1912  &  1913. 


Report  of  Offences,  1913. 

Districts. 

• 

Total. 

Insp.  B. 

Insp.  M. 

Insp.  A. 

Cautioned  for  not  exhibiting  Closing  Notice. 
,,  not  having  Form  (assistants’ 

81 

64 

13 

158 

half-holiday)  . 

29 

1 

5 

35 

,,  having  no  Abstract  . 

,,  assistants  not  having  half- 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

8 

holiday . 

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

,,  intervals  for  meals . 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

,,  selling  on  closing  days . 

,,  not  closing  at  1  p.m.  on  half- 

17 

8 

7 

32 

holiday  . 

,,  employing  young  persons 

after  working  under  Fac- 

22 

10 

1 

33 

torv  &  Workshops  Act... 
,,  offence — Barbers  and  Hair- 

18 

... 

... 

18 

dressers’  Closing  Order... 

29 

4 

5 

38 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MITKSHOPS  ORDER. 


No.  of  Cowsheds  on  register .  44 

,,  Dairies  on  register  .  6 

,,  Milkshops  on  register  .  148 

,,  Visits  paid .  86 


The  number  of  premises  registered  I  think  may  be  taken  as 
fairly  correct,  but  owing  to  the  constant  change  of  registered  places 
that  occurs  each  year,  I  am  now  revising  the  register  and  bringing 
the  same  up-to-date. 

More  visits  have  been  paid  this  year  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMAES  ACTS. 

The  provision  of  these  Acts  so  far  as  relate  to  this  Department 
have  been  given  the  attention  required. 


Your  Department  was  alive  to  the  sources  of  supply  to  the 
trade  during  the  prohibited  periods  as  directed  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  any  outbreak  of  disease. 


AMERICAN  GOOSEBERRY  MIRDEW  (FRUIT)  ORDER, 

1912. 

The  Mafkets  were  regularly  visited  and  fruit  shops  were  super¬ 
vised. 


On  no  occasion  was  it  necessary  to  put  into  operation  the 
provisions  of  the  Order. 


RAG  FROCK  ACT,  1912. 

This  Act  came  into  force  in  1912.  The  duties  of  carrying  out 
its  provisions  were  relegated  to  this  Department.  No  formal  samples 
have  been  obtainable  during  the  year,  though  the  tradesmen  have 
been  visited  for  that  purpose. 

I  had  a  sample  given  to  me  by  a  tradesman  of  flock  that  had 
been  sent  for  the  purpose  of  making  up.  I  had  the  same  examined 
as  a  test  by  agreement  with  the  tradesman.  The  sample  obtainable 
was  only  a  small  portion  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  Act : — 


June  5th — 

Washed  Rag  Flock. 


Result. — 6 2-5  parts  per  100,000  of  the  flock 
expressed  as  chlorine.  Double  the  quan¬ 
tity  prescribed  by  the  Regulations. 

Sample,  13-5  grammes  instead  of  40  gram¬ 
mes  as  required  by  the  Act. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PEANNING  ACT,  1909. 

The  full  report  of  work  done  during  the  year  under  this  heading 
is  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The 
number  of  visits  paid  by  your  Inspectors  are  as  follows  : — 

Visits  to  Premises  re  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  179 
Re-visits  to  ,,  ,,  756 
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Beyond  the  work  of  inspection  of  the  houses  reported  to  the 
Insanitary  Houses  and  Housing  Committee,  house-to-house  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  following  has  been  carried  out  and  nuisance  notices  served 
for  any  defects  ;  some  of  the  houses  have  been  reported  to  the 
Committee  this  year  (1914)  : — 

322,  324,  326,  328,  Whelley. 

3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  Gaskell  Street. 

1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  Garden  Street. 

2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  Queen’s  Hotel  Yard,  Wallgate. 

1,  2,  3,  Wood’s  Yard,  Great  George  Street. 

24,  53,  55,  Great  George  Street. 

1  and  2,  Waddington’s  Yard,  Great  George  Street. 

4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  Buckley  Houses. 

1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  23,  25,  27,  Burlington 
Street. 

34,  36,  38,  Turner  Street. 

49,  51,  53,  55,  57,  59,  61,  63,  Fleet  Street. 

1  and  2,  Hartley  Fold,  Fleet  Street. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  Carr  Fane. 

78,  80,  82,  84,  86,  125,  127,  129,  131,  133,  135,  137,  139, 
141,  143,  Platt  Fane. 

9,  11,  13,  Northumberland  Street. 

3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  Stanley  Square. 

1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  Turner’s  Yard,  Goose 

Green. 

2,  4,  6,  Turner’s  Yard,  Goose  Green. 

71,  73,  75,  77,  79,  81,  83,  85,  87,  89,  91,  Platt  Fane. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  School  Terrace,  Pemberton. 

1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  St.  John  Street,  Pemberton. 

5,  6,  7,  Red  Fion  Place. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  Wood’s  Yard,  James  Street. 

2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  James  Street. 

1  and  3,  James  Street. 

1  and  2,  Barnes  Yard,  James  Street. 

10,  Red  Fion  Court. 


PROSECUTIONS,  1913. 

January  16th. — For  breach  of  Midwives  Act.  Practising  as  midwife 

without  being  certified.  Fined  5/-  and  costs. 

April  28th. — For  selling  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  1  pint 

of  new  milk  which  was  not  of  the  nature,  etc., 
demanded.  Pay  costs. 

July  17th. — For  failing  to  comply  with  notice  under  Public 

Health  Acts.  Order  granted,  14  days.  Pay 
costs. 

July  28th. — For  offence  under  the  Shops  Act,  1912.  Keeping 

shop  open  for  certain  trade  after  1  p.m.  on 
closing  day.  Pay  costs. 
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July 

July 

August 

August 

August 


August 

August 

August 

August 

August 

August 

October 


28th. — For  offence  under  the  Shops  Act,  1912.  Not 
exhibiting  notice  as  required — for  non-exempted 
goods  after  1  p.m.  on  closing  day.  Pay  costs. 

28th. — For  offence  under  the  Closing  Order  under  the 
Shops  Act  for  Barbers  and  Hairdressers.  Keeping 
open  after  stipulated  time  on  certain  date.  Pay 
costs. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
9.  Acquitted. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
9.  Acquitted. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
6.  For  selling  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser 
1  pint  of  new  milk  which  was  not  of  the  nature- 
etc.,  demanded.  Dismissed  on  payment  of 


costs. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
9.  Case  withdrawn. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
9.  Case  withdrawn. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
9.  Case  withdrawn. 

7th.— For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
9.  Dismissed. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
9.  Dismissed. 

7th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
6.  Selling  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  1  pint 
of  new  milk  which  was  not  of  the  nature,  etc., 
demanded.  Dismissed  on  payment  of  costs.  7 
20th. — For  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Section 
6.  Selling  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  1  pint 
of  new  milk  which  was  not  of  the  nature,  etc., 
demanded.  Pdned  1/-  and  costs. 
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May  21st,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wigan  Education  Committee . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  School  Medical  Inspection  carried  out  in  your  County  Borough  during 
1913.  I  regret  the  delay  in  issuing  this  report,  which  is  due  to  changes  in 
the  staff,  a  consequent  alteration  in  administrative  methods  in  several 
respects,  and  a  considerable  expansion  in  the  work  undertaken,  which  is 
reflected  in  the  necessarily  increased  length  of  the  report. 

During  the  year  under  review  we  have  lost  by  resignation  the  services 
of  your  late  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Cecil  Berry,  who  had 
been  responsible  for  this  work  since  its  inception  in  1908.  I  am  glad  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
carried  out  his  duties.  I  have  especially  to  thank  him  for  much  assistance 
in  the  experimental  work  which  we  carried  on  for  some  time  in  connection 
with  the  recording  of  the  temperatures  of  school  children.  The  work  of  the 
year  was  necessarily  interrupted  pending  the  appointment  of  your  present 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Alice  Stalker,  and  we  were  further 
handicapped  by  the  severe  epidemic  of  measles  which  occurred  during  the 
first  quarter,  and  necessitated  the  closure  of  a  number  of  schools,  as  detailed 
in  the  body  of  this  report. 

The  most  important  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  commencement 
of  a  School  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  certain  minor  ailments.  Up  to  the 
present  this  work  has  been  hampered  by  want  of  suitable  premises,  and 
when  the  new  premises  are  equipped  it  is  only  proposed  at  first  to  deal  with 
such  cases  as  can  be  treated  there  by  your  existing  staff.  Iam  glad  to  report 
that  the  scheme  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the  local  medical  practitioners, 
whose  co-operation  will  be  an  important  factor  in  its  success. 


It  will  be  possible  in  future  to  carry  out  the  work  of  “  following'  up  ” 

with  more  efficiency  than  in  the  past,  since  you  have  appointed  a  second 
School  Nurse.  *  ' 


5 


The  wide  experience  and  enthusiasm  of  your  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  have  been  of  the  utmost  value  in  re-organising  and  carrying  on  the 
extended  work  of  the  Department,  and  I  think  the  following  report,  for 
which  she  is  largely  responsible,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of 
her  work. 

On  behalf  of  the  Medical  Staff,  I  have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Committee,  and  of  the  School  Attendance  and  Medical 
Inspection  Sab-Committee,  for  their  continued  confidence  and  support  in 
our  work.  I  wish  also  to  thank  your  Director  of  Education,  Mr.  Mockler, 
for  his  unfailing  courtesy  and  help  in  the  work  of  the  Medical  Department. 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


FEED  E.  WYNNE, 
Superintendent  School  Medical  Officer. 
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Statistical  Summary. 


Total  Number  of  Schools  :  Provided 

•  • 

..  3 

Non-pro vided . . 

•  • 

..  24 

27 

Accommodation 

•  • 

16,613 

Number  on  Books 

•  • 

15,173 

Average  Attendance 

•  • 

13,774 

Percentage  of  Attendance 

•  » 

90*7 

Number  of  Half-timers 

•  • 

55 

Total  assessable  value  for  Education  Purposes . . 

£347,127 

10s.  Od. 

Elementary  Education  Rate 

•  • 

Is.  Id. 

Yield  of  Id.  rate  (for  Aid  Grant  Purposes) 

£1,350 

13s.  8d. 

Grants  from  Board  of  Education 

.  £28,731  3s.  3d. 

Number  of.  Children  in  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind  Schools  . .  12 

„  „  Institutes  for  Mentally  Defective 

Children  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

,,  „  Industrial  and  Training  Schools  , .  30 
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List  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  of  the  Borough,  with 
the  Number  of  Children  on  the  Books,  the  Average 
Attendance  and  Accommodation, 

1912-13, 


School. 

Accommo¬ 

dation. 

No.  on 
Boohs. 

Average 

Attend¬ 

ance. 

Per¬ 

centage. 

Senior  Departments  : — 

St.  Andrew’s  (Mixed) 

St.  Catharine’s  (Boys’) 

St.  Catharine’s  (Girls’) 

407 

449 

407 

90-6 

284 

300 

274 

91-3 

301 

310 

287 

92-5 

Whelley  Branch  (Mixed) 

284 

306 

283 

92-4 

St.  Cuthbert’s  (Mixed) 

200 

221 

198 

89-5 

St.  George’s  (Mixed) 

534 

542 

484 

89*9 

Marylebone  (Mixed)  . . 

98 

91 

77 

84-6 

Worsley  Mesnes  (Mixed) 

St.  John’s  C.E.  (Mixed) 

St.  John’s  B.C.  (Boys’)  . . 

190 

174 

158 

90-8 

320 

335 

299 

89-2 

319 

153 

141 

92-1 

St.  John’s  R.C.  (Girls’)  . , 

St.  Joseph’s  (Boys’) 

St.  Joseph’s  (Girls’) 

288 

183 

166 

90*7 

342 

332 

308 

92-7 

352 

306 

275 

89-8 

Kitt  Green  (Mixed) 

156 

162 

150 

92-5 

St.  Mark’s  (Boys’) 

St.  Mark’s  (Girls’) 

St.  Mary’s  (Boys’)  . . 

322 

291 

272 

93-4 

300 

296 

277 

93-5 

90  ^ 

L*  fj  4t 

194 

173 

89-1 

St.  Mary’s  (Girls’) 

St.  Michael’s  (Mixed) 

29b 

188 

165 

87*7 

368 

324 

298 

91-9 

National  and  B.C.  (Boys’)  . 

337 

290 

271 

93-4 

National  and  B.C.  (Girls’) . . 

St.  Patrick’s  (Sr.  Boys’) 

St.  Patrick’s  (Sr.  Girls’) 

St.  Paul’s  (Boys’) 

St.  Paul’s  (Girls’) 

402 

363 

328 

90-3 

287 

303 

281 

92-7 

337 

361 

325 

92-7 

274 

249 

234 

93-9 

188 

181 

157 

86-7 

Pemberton  Colliery  (Boys’)  . . 

319 

289 

258 

89-2 

Pemberton  Colliery  (Girls’)  .  . 

332 

259 

237 

91*5 

Poolstock  (Mixed) 

235 

249 

235 

94-3 

Presbyterian  (Mixed) 

138 

126 

114 

90-4 

Sacred  Heart  (Mixed) 

200 

224 

197 

87*9 

Caroline  Street  (Mixed) 

443 

440 

409 

92-9 

Clayton  Street  (Mixed) 

439 

409 

385 

94-1 

Scot  Lane  Council  (Mixed)  . 

350 

226 

213 

94-2 

Warrington  Lane  (Mixed)  . . 

463 

445 

421 

94-6 

Wesleyan  (Mixed) 

433 

425 

398 

93-6 

Woodford  Street  C.  (Girls’) 

198 

84 

73 

86-9 

Totals  in  Senior  Depts. 

11,030 

10,070 

9,232 

v  1  ^  "  l — 

91-6 
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School. 

Accom’o- 

dation. 

No.  on 
Boohs. 

Average 

Attend¬ 

ance. 

Per¬ 

centage. 

Infants’  Departments  : — 

St.  Andrew’s  (Infants’) 

215 

239 

214 

89*5 

St.  Catharine’s  (Infants’)  . . 
Whelley  Branch  (Infants’)  . 

220 

239 

215 

89-9 

158 

171 

155 

90-6 

St.  Cuthbert’s  (Infants’) 

St.  George’s  (Infants’) 

165 

190 

164 

86-3 

470 

391 

339 

86-7 

Worsley  Mesnes  (Infants’)  . . 

246 

145 

132 

91-0 

St.  John’s  C.E.  (Infants’)  . . 

St.  John’s  R.C.  (Infants’)  . . 

St.  Joseph’s  (Infants’) 

St.  Mark’s  (Infants’) 

St.  Mary’s  (Infants’) 

260 

236 

215 

9L1 

288 

147 

133 

88-4 

241 

246 

218 

88-6 

222 

262 

215 

82-0 

220 

147 

130 

88-4 

St.  Michael’s  (Infants’) 

225 

149 

131 

87-9 

National  and  B.C.  (Infants’)  . 

St.  Patrick’s  (Jr.  Boys’) 

St.  Patrick’s  (Jr.  Girls’) 

344 

322 

284 

88-1 

293 

303 

271 

89-4 

376 

271 

244 

90-0 

St.  Paul’s  (Infants)  . . 

203 

231 

199 

86*1 

Pemberton  Colliery  (Infants’) 
Poolstock  (Infants’) 

264 

221 

197 

89-1 

156 

169 

156 

92-3 

Presbyterian  (Infants’) 

85 

96 

88 

91*6 

Caroline  Street  (Infants’)  . . 
Clayton  Street  (Infants’) 

191 

195 

176 

90-2 

168 

179 

166 

92-7 

Scot  Lane  Council  (Infants’) 

300 

272 

253 

93-0 

Warrington  Lane  (Infants’) 

130 

139 

125 

89*9 

Wesleyan  (Infants’)  .  . 

143 

143 

122 

85*3 

Total  in  Infants’  Depts. 

5,583 

5,103 

4,542 

89-0 

Total  in  Senior  Depts. 

11,030 

10,070 

9,232 

9L6 

Grand  Total 

16,613 

15,173 

13,774 

90-7 

The  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Schools. 

This  important  matter  was  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1911,  and  Was  the  subject  of  an  exhaustive  report  by  one  of  H.M.  Inspectors 
in  1912.  It  has  not  been  possible,  owing  to  changes  in  the  staff  and  pressure 
of  other  work,  to  complete  a  detailed  survey  of  the  School  premises  during 
the  year  under  review,  but  we  feel  that  some  comment  on  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  schools  generally  should  not  be  omitted  from  this  report.  It 
has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to  complete  the  whole  of  the  alterations 
suggested  in  the  report  of  H.M.  Inspector,  referred  to  above,  and  though 
some  of  the  work  has  been  carried  out,  it  is  still  true,  as  there  stated,  that 
“  many  of  the  buildings  are  in  various  ways  unsatisfactory/"  Limited  accom¬ 
modation,  and  the  proximity  of  many  of  the  schools  to  paved  streets  on  which 
there  is  heavy  traffic,  renders  many  of  the  buildings  very  noisy.  Apart  from. 
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their  effects  on  the  work  of  the  teachers,  these  conditions  nrake  the  work  of 
medical  inspection  very  difficult,  and  portions  of  it,  such  as  the  testing  of 
hearing  and  accurate  examination  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  almost  an  impossi¬ 
bility.  Such  conditions  are  to  a  great  extent  inevitable  in  a  town  like  Wigan, 
and  it  may  prove  advisable  in  the  future  to  refer  a  larger  number  of  children 
for  special  examination  at  the  School  Clinic  or  elsewhere. 

Lighting  and  Ventilation. — In  some  of  the  older  schools  the  lighting  is 
unsatisfactory,  the  area  of  the  windows  being  less  than  one-sixth  of  the 
floor-space.  This  was  particularly  noticed  in  the  Infants'  Departments 
at  St.  Patrick's,  St.  Joseph's,  and  St.  Thomas's  Caroline  Street  Schools, 
but  in  each  of  these  cases  we  understand  that  plans  for  the  necessary 
improvements  are  at  present  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 
These  alterations  will  also  improve  the  ventilation,  which  is  unsatisfactory 
in  several  instances.  Unfortunately,  the  existing  windows  are  not  always 
kept  open  to  the  full  extent  possible.  This  may  be  due  in  some  instances  to 
the  windows  being  unfortunately  placed,  but  more  often  arises  from  the  fact 
that  there  is  more  dread  of  draughts,  which  are  easily  perceived,  than  of 
foul  air,  to  which  persons  occupying  the  rooms  become  accustomed,  although 
the  effects  of  the  latter  in  causing  “  colds  "  and  other  diseases  are  much  more 
serious. 

Heating. — Heating  of  the  school-rooms  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
In  most  of  the  schools  it  is  carried  out  by  means  of  a  combination  of  hot 
water  pipes  and  open  fire-places.  The  latter  are  a  very  important  adjunct 
to  the  means  of  ventilation. 

Cloakrooms. — 'Cloak-room  accommodation  is  inadequate  in  many 
instances,  few  of  the  cloakrooms  being  heated,  so  that  in  most  cases  there  is 
no  provision  for  drying  clothes.  The  arrangement  of  hat-pegs  is  in  many 
cases  unsatisfactory.  They  are  placed  too  close  together,  and  often  those  in 
one  row  are  directly  above  those  in  the  row  beneath,  instead  of  being  placed 
alternately.  This  crowding  of  hat-pegs  is  recognised  as  an  important  cause 
of  the  spread  of  verminious  conditions  of  the  head.  It  should  be  remedied 
as  early  as  possible,  especially  in  the  girls'  cloakrooms,  as  the  boys,  besides 
being  less  liable  to  suffer  from  “  nits,"  very  often  pocket  their  caps,  a  habit 
which  is  on  the  whole  to  be  encouraged. 

Washing  Accommodation. — This  is  insufficient  in  many  cases,  and  towels 
should  be  changed  more  frequently,  as  these  are  often  a  cause  of  the  spread 
of  infectious  inflammation  of  the  eyes  and  skin.  The  question  of  providing 
paper  towels  which  are  destroyed  after  use  is  one  which  might  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

Sanitary  Conveniences .■ — Various  types  of  these  are  found  in  the  schools. 
The  commonest  is  the  trough  closet  with  hand,  or  automatic  flush.  In  the 
latter  case  it  should  be  seen  that  the  flushing  is  sufficiently  frequent.  Privies 
and  pail-closets,  where  they  exist,  should  at  once  be  converted  to  the  water- 
carriage  sj^stem.  The  ordinary  wash-down  water-closet  is  provided  in  some 
of  the  schools,  and  this  is,  on  the  whole,  the  most  satisfactory  type,  not  only 
on  account  of  its  hygienic  advantages,  but  because  children  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  such  closets  at  school  will  understand  them  when 
they  are  provided  at  home,  and  thus  much  of  the  nuisance  which  arises  from 
ignorance  and  abuse  of  water-closets  may  be  obviated.  This  is  a  point  of 
especial  importance  in  Wigan,  where  it  is  intended  to  carry  out  a  large  scheme 
for  the  conversion  of  privies  and  pail-closets  in  the  immediate  future. 
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Playgrounds. — Many  of  these  are  unpaved,  and  their  surface  is  very 
unsatisfactory.  Such  playgrounds  become  thickly  covered  with  mud 
in  wet  weather,  much  of  which  is  inevitably  carried  into  the  schools, 
while  in  dry  weather  they  are  a  source  of  dust  which  causes  many  cases  of 
ophthalmia,  sore  throats,  and  even  lung  diseases.  The  paving  of  such  yards 
is  admittedly  a  costly  proceeding,  but  it  is  one  whose  importance  from  the 
hygienic  point  of  view  can  hardly  be  exaggerated. 


Defects  Revealed  by  Medical  Inspection. 


Defect. 

1.  — Defective  Clothing  and  Footgear 

2.  — Defective  Nutrition 

3.  — Verminous  Conditions  and  Uncleanliness 

A .  Head  : 

(a)  Nits  present 

(b)  Pediculi  Capitis  present 

B.  Body  : 

(a)  Flea  bitten 

(b)  Pediculi  Vestimentorum  present 

(c)  Dirty 

4.  — Carious  Teeth 

5.  — Enlarged  Tonsils  .  . 

6.  — Post  Nasal  Adenoids 

7.  — Enlarged  Glands  . . 

8.  — Squint 

9.  — External  Eye  Disease 

10.  — Defective  Vision  : 

(a)  Right  Eye 

(b)  Left  Eye 

(c)  Both  Eyes  (included  also  in  a  and  b) 

(d)  Total  cases  of  Defective  Vision 

11.  — Ear  Disease 

12. ' — Defective  Hearing 

13.  — Speech  Defects 

14.  — Defective  Mental  Condition  : 

(a)  Backward  and  Dull  .  . 

(b)  Mentally  Defective 

15.  — Heart  Disease 

16.  — Anaemia 

17. - 

18. - 

19.- 


-Diseases  of  Lungs  (including  Phthisis) 
-Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
-Tuberculosis  : 

{a)  Pulmonary 
(b)  Non-pulmonary 
-Rickets 

-Deformities  and  Spinal  Disease 
-Infectious  or  Contagious  Disease 
-Skin  Diseases  (excluding  Ringworm) 


*20.- 

21  - 

22.- 

23. - 

24. ' — Ringworm 

25.  — Other  Diseases 


Per  Cent. 

11-6 

5-6 


10-8 

2*5 

3-1 

•6 

•4 

67*7 

8-9 

2-1 

3-4 

1-6 

2-5 


5- 7 

6- 0 
4-4 
7-7 

•5 

•4 

•6 

1-0 

•2 

•3 

1*8 

1-1 

•1 

•1 

•1 

•4 

•5 

•1 

1-3 

•06 

•4 


li 


Defects  Classified  according  to  Sex. 

Boys. 

Defect.  Per  cent. 


1.  — Defective  Clothing  and  Footgear  . .  18-8 

2.  — Defective  Nutrition  .  .  . .  . .  4-7 

3.  — Verminous  Conditions  and  Unclean¬ 

liness  : 

A.  Head : 

(a)  Nits  present  . .  . .  . .  -9 

(6)  Pediculi  Capitis  present  . .  . .  *2 

B.  Body  : 

{a)  Flea  bitten  . .  . .  . .  . .  3-0 

(b)  Pediculi  Vestimentorum  . .  . .  *4 

(c)  Dirty  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  *6 

4.  — Carious  Teeth  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  68*8 

5.  — Enlarged  Tonsils  , .  . .  . .  7-8 

6.  — Post-nasal  Adenoids  . .  . .  . .  2-3 

7.  — Enlarged  Glands  .  .  .  .  . .  3*5 

8.  — Squint  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1*4 

9.  — External  Eye  Disease  < .  . .  . .  2*6 

10.  — Defective  Vision  : 

(а)  Right  Eye  . .  . .  . .  . .  4-9 

(б)  Left  Eye  . .  . .  . .  . .  5-5 

(c)  Both  Eyes  (included  also  in  a  and  b)  3*5 

(d)  Total  cases  of  Defective  Vision  . .  7-3 

11. - — Ear  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  *6 

12.  — Defective  Hearing  . .  .  .  . .  '4 

13.  — Speech  Defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  '7 

14.  — Defective  Mental  Condition  : 

(a)  Backward  and  Dull  . .  . .  1*4 

(b)  Mentally  Defective  . .  . .  *2 

15. — Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  .  .  *5 

16.  — Ansemia  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  1*3 

17.  — Diseases  of  Lungs  (excluding  Phthisis)  1*0 

18.  — Diseases  of  Nervous  System  .  .  . .  *08 

19.  — Tuberculosis  : 

(а)  Pulmonary  .  .  . .  . .  -2 

(б)  Non-pulmonary  . .  . .  .  .  *2 

20.  — Rickets  . .  . .  . .  . .  *7 

21.  — Deformities  and  Spinal  Disease  . .  *9 

22.  — Infectious  or  Contagious  Disease  . .  *1 

23.  — Skin  Disease  (excluding  Ringworm)  1*0 

24.  — Ringworm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  *08 

25.  — Other  Diseases  .  .  .  .  . .  *4 


Girls. 
Per  cent. 

4*1 

6*4 


21*1 

5*0 


3*2 

•9 

•2 

66*4 

10*1 

1*8 

3*3 

1*9 

2*4 


6*6 

6*4 

5*3 

8*1 

•3 

•3 

•5 


•5 

•4 

•1 

2-3 

1*3 

•1 


*04 

•08 

•2 

•1 

•1 

1*6 

*04 

•3 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

»  • 
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160 

13-7 

5-0 

6-8 

3-7 

2*5 

— 

— 

64-3 

5-6 

*6 

3*7 

6-2 

1*2 

5*6 

5*0 

5*0 

— 

— 

— 

2*5 

*6 

— 

•6 

— 

— 

*6 

— 

33 

9 

60 

18-3 

1-6 

5*0 

3*3 

— 

— 

70*0 

6*6 

— — 

1-6 

— 

— 

8*3 

8*3 

6*6 

1*6 

— 

— 

3*3 

— 

— 

3-3 

1-6 

- 

- 

-  : 

— 

— 

— 

3  3 

10 

814 

15-2 

1-4 

6-7 

2*0 

*1 

*2 

•2 

75-4 

5-5 

•7 

•3 

•3 

D5 

10-1 

10-0 

7*3 

*1 

•1 

•1 

*4 

— 

— 

.9 

Li 

*1 

J 

— 

— 

4 

4 

*1 

3  3 

11 

128 

10-9 

1-5 

34 

•7 

— 

— 

— 

68*7 

54 

2*3 

_ 

— 

2-3 

164 

12-5 

10-9 

— 

— 

__ 

•8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.  j 

< 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

12 

777 

1M 

DO 

11-8 

2*1 

2-1 

1-0 

•3 

6(3*7 

6*5 

1*1 

1*9 

14 

D5 

12-6 

14*5 

9-7 

*6 

•5 

•3 

•7 

— 

— 

D2 

*1 

*1 

4| 

•2 

4 

•1 

*7 

— 

*2 

3  3 

13 

185 

8*6 

54 

16-2 

D6 

5*4 

*0 

71-3 

D6 

1  *6 

DO 

DO 

2*1 

14*0 

14*0 

9*7 

•5 

•5 

•5 

•5 

— 

DO 

3*9 

*5 

*5 

— 

*5 

4 

DO 

— 

— 

33 

14 

11 

9-0 

9-0 

— 

— 

9*0 

— 

63*6 

18-1 

9*0 

— 

9-0 

1 

1 

! 

^  | 

| 

36*3 

36*3 

27-2 

— 

— 

_ 

18*1 

— 

— 

— 

9-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

• 

1 

4761 

11-7 

H  H 
0*0 

c 

10-8; 

2-5 

1 

3-1 

•6 

•4 

67-9 

8*9 

j 

2-1 

'  V 

3*4 

i 

1-6 

| 

_ ! 

2*51 

—  1 

5-7 

6*0 

i 

44 

•5 

•4 

*6 

l-oj 

•2 

•3 

1-8 

1*1 

•1 

■ 

•1 

4 

•4 

*5 

4 

1 

1  u 

•06 

4 

Table  C. 


Defects  Classified  According 


Boys. 

\  *  ^ 
i 


] 

. 

0 

£ 

•  pH 

a 

be 

►->  • 
•£  ^4 

£3  eg 

eg 

X 

43  c 

O  bt 

UT  -4^3 

P 

Sh 

0 

0  0 

•  r- 

43  173 

0  £ 

£ 

£ 

£  ® 

0 

Szi 

P 

£ 

o 

•  r- 1 

-4-S 

$0 

£ 

£ 

!> 

•  rH 

o 

0 

«4-( 

© 

p 


Verminous  Conditions  and 
Uncleanliness. 


CO 

-4-3 

•  rH 
£ 


m 

•  rH 

•  rH 
& 
eg 

o 


o 

•  rH 

d 

0 

P 


£ 

a> 

•4J 


eg 

0 

H 

P 


53 

O 

•  i— i 

~C 

a. 


s 

£ 

f-i 

O 

-4-3 

£ 

0 


co 

P 


-43J 

/£ 

P 


0 

0 

Eh 

co 

£ 

o 

•  rH 
?H 

eg 

o 


co 

r— h 
•  r— * 

GO 

£ 

o 

Eh 

d 

0 

be 

fH 

Cg 

r-H 

£ 

P 


CO 

i-rj 

•  pH 

O 

£ 

0 

d 

F— I 

Cg 

CO 

£ 

£ 

i 

-4-3 

OQ 

o 

p 


co 

d 

£ 

eg 

r-H 

o 

d 

0 

be 

eg 

r-H 

£ 

P 


Diseases  of  Eve. 


-L3 

£ 


c1 

m 


0 

P 


Gj  • 
5h  ^ 

£  52 

Oj  eg 
•4-3  1/ 

P  c 


Defective 

Vision. 


0 

P 


be 

•  rH 

P 


0 

P 


0 

P 


CO 

0 

P 


4-3 

O 

P 


Age 

5 

634 

84 

61 

12 

3 

39 

3 

6 

402 

67 

24 

49 

9 

27 

«= — 

— 

?  ? 

6 

260 

31 

14 

5 

1 

18 

2 

5 

181 

27 

13 

16 

6 

10 

— 

1 

54 

7 

399 

92 

23 

— 

— 

1 

1 

291 

20 

5 

6 

9 

5 

11 

15 

5  5 

8 

92 

18 

3 

— 

1 

Q 

O 

• — 

— 

60 

4 

— 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

5  5 

9 

41 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Q 

O 

Q 

O 

5  5 

10 

441113 

0 

0 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

330 

17 

5 

2 

1 

8 

42 

40 

•  1 

n 

66 

14 

_ 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

0 

0 

7 

7 

12 

375 

82 

4 

— 

1 

7 

4 

2 

244 

34 

5 

8 

p" 

5 

6 

41 

49 

13 

106 

15 

rr 

7 

2 

— 

5 

— 

81 

18 

q 

■0 

1 

— 

3 

13 

17 

5  5 

14 

7 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

«  • 

- - — — — 

2421 459 

1 

1 

116 

22 

6 

rj  0 

l  O 

10 

1 

15 

1668 

191 

56 

86 

35 

63 

, 

120 

135 

* 

11 

o 

2 

28 

6 

26 

10 


85 


Age 

5 

J  J 

6 

J  J 

7 

j  j 

8 

5  j 

9 

5? 

10 

J  J 

11 

J? 

12 

J? 

13 

J  J 

14 

Total  . 


671 

32 

256 

20 

406 

22 

68 

4 

19 

2 

373 

11 

62 

— 

402 

5 

79 

1 

4 

— 

2340 

97 

64 

156' 

36 

_ 

32 

5 

4 

408 

73 

19 

37 

25 

22 

— 

— • 

— 

23 

87 

18 

23 

7 

— 

166 

47 

9 

19 

0 

0 

11 

— 

• — 

— 

39 

62 

19 

5 

4 

1 

271 

21  • 

7 

11 

*> 

O 

11 

18 

17 

16 

5 

11 

5 

1 

— 

43 

5 

1 

2 

6 

1 

7 

6 

6 

1 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

12 

2 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

9 

53 

17 

1 

2 

1 

284 

28 

1 

1 

2 

5 

41 

42 

32 

2 

4 
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__ 

43 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

14 

9 

8 

50 

4 

92 

16 

10 
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1 

275 

41 

4 

7 

4 

6 

57 

63 

3 

28 

3 

5 

1 

■ — 

51 

13 

— 

1 

2 

1 

13 

9 

8 

— 

— 

— 

O 

O 

1 

■ — 

• — 

3 

3 

0 

150 

— — — — - 

495 

117 

1 

77 

23 

7  j 

1556 

j 

237 

44 

79 

45 

57 

155 

151 
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Age  and  Sex 


0 

CO 

eg 

0 
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eg 

P 


be 
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433 

0 

0 

«+H 

0 

P 
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0 

P 


0 
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£ 

eg 


44 

eg 


*“"4 
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eg 

P 


0 
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Q 
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0 

P 
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£ 

0 


0 

m 

eg 

0 

CO 
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eg 

0 

w 


CO 

be 


& 

£ 

<1 


co 

0 

CO 

eg 

0 

CO 
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P 
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0 
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ct 

a 

CO 
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a 
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£ 
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m 
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M 
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n 

0  r-5 

cS  , 

d  0 

CO 

•  ^  c/5 

w  ! 

0 

£  P 

M 

,0 

H 

^  O 

0 
•  rH 

H 

-  1  55 

P 

O  0 

O  « 
0.  0 

o  « 

*  H 

x  £ 

§  . 

•r?  C 

4-3  £- 

0  .£ 

o  bi 

4-1 


0 

m 


co 


r 

bf 


d 

rH 

rH 

eg 

ao 

0 

CO 

eg 

0 

•  s  ® 

H  0 
0 

S-l  etC 

_£q 


7 

7 

10 

7 

4 

6 

11 

14 

3 

2 

,0 

10 

1 

11 

5 

9 

1 

1 

10 

1 

2 

11 

H 

5 

1 

3 
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2 
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1 
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— 
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— 

16 
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17 
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13 

33 

25 

2 

7 

6 

18 

99 
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3 
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12 

2 

4 
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1 

2 
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1 

21 

20 

2 
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9 

& 

0 

iM 

4 
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1 
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14 
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0 
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31 

4 

1 

1 

2 

0 
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4 
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1 
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Table  D. 


Defects  Classified  According  to  Age  and  Sex.  (Percentages). 

"  .  t  •  '  *  / 

Boys . 


Number  Examined. 

tJ 

•-  ^ 
~  oa 
^  © 
o  tlL 

C  c 

*£ 
s>  P- 

•  r—  . 

-4-^ 

£  § 

<D 

C 

Defective  Nutrition. 

Verminous  Conditions  and 
Uncleanliness. 

Carious  Teeth.  J 

Enlarged  Tonsils.  J 

Post-nasal  Adenoids. 

Enlarged  Glands. 

Diseases  of  Eve. 

r 

Ear  Disease. 

Defective  Hearing. 

Speech  Defects. 

Defective 

Mental 

Condition. 

Heart  Disease. 

•  rH 

9 

& 

d 

< 

Diseases  of  Lungs. 

Diseases  of  Nervous 

System. 

Tubercu¬ 

losis. 

Rickets. 

# 

Deformities  and  Spinal 

Disease. 

Infectious  or  Conta¬ 

gions  Disease. 

6 

02 

o 

02 

‘J2 

02 

_ 

• 

be 

r— 

Other  Diseases  and 

Defects 

GO 

•  r-( 

£ 

Pediculi  Capitis- 

Flea-bitten. 

Pediculi 

Vestimentorum. 

Dirty. 

Squint. 

External  Eye 

Disease. 

Defective 

Vision. 

Backward  and 

Dull. 

Mentally  Defctve. 

wU 

c* 

d 

3 

i  £ 

— 

o 

r-< 

** 

i 

£ 

l 

• 

>> 

W 

r-j 

U) 

•  r-i 

Ph 

Left  Eye. 

.  i 

02 

H 

o 

hH 

Age 

5 

. 

634 

13-2 

9-6 

1-8 

•4 

6-1 

•4 

•9 

63-4 

10-5 

!  3-7 

7-6 

1-4 

4-2 

1-1 

M 

1 

1*5  1-1 

•6 

( 

i  -9 

1-8 

2-2 

” 

•4 

•3 

1*5 

1*5 

•1 

1*8 

•7 

J  5 

6 

260 

11*9 

5*3 

•  1-9 

1  -3 

6-9 

•7 

1-9 

69*6 

10-3 

5-0 

6-1 

2-3 

3-8 

•3 

— 

•7 

•3 

•3 

3-8 

•3 

•7 

4-2 

1-9 

1  -3 

M 

*7 

i-9 

2*6 

•71 

1-5 

•3 

1*5 

j  j 

7 

399 

23*0 

5-7 

l 

l 

— 

•2 

•2 
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1-2 
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2-7 

3-7 
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•5 

— 

•5 

*7 

•7 

•2 

** 

•o 

- 

— 

•5 

.o 

— 

l*2r 

— 

•5 

j  j 

8 

92 

19-5 

3-2 

i 

t  _ _ _ 

i 

1-0 

3-2 

— 

65-2 

4*3 

— 

4-3 

4-3 

DO 

2-1 

2-1 

2-1 

— 

— 

— 

3-2 

1-0 

— 

1-0 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-0 

— 

5  5 

9 

41 

14-2 

2-4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

72-1 

4-8 

— 

— 

— 

7-3 

7-3 

4-8 

2-4 

— 

— 

2-4 

— 

— 

2*4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

C\ 

5  5 

10 

441 

21-9 

•6 

•4 

— 

— 

— 

•2 

74-8 

3-8 

1*1 

•4 

•2 

1-8 

9-5 

9-0 

6-3 

•2 

•2 

•2 

•6 

— 

— 

•2 

•2 

_  ! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*2 

•9 

.  V 

5  5 

11 

66 

25-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

68-1 

1*5 

— 

— 

— 

4-5' 

10*6 

10-6 

9-2 

. 

— 

— 

— 

5  5 

12 

'375 

21-2 

1-0 

— 

•2 

1-8 

1-0 

•5 

65-0 

9-0 

1-3 

2-1 

1-3 

1-6 

10-9 

13-0 

6-9 

•8 

•5 

•5 

1-6 

— 

— 

1-3 

•2 

•2 

•2 

— 

•2 

•5 

— 

*5 

— 

— 

•  5 

13 

106 

21-8 

6-6 

1-8 

— 

4-7 

— 

— 

76-4 

16-9 

2-8 

•9 

— 

2-8 

12-2 

16-0 

•9 

— 

•9 

•9 

•9 

— 

1-8 

2-8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•9 

2*8 

— 

•Oi 

— 

— 

?  ? 

14 

7 

14-1 

14-1 

— 

— 

— 

14-1 

— 

57-1 

14-1 

141 

_ 

14-1 

— 

14-1 

14-1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

28*5 

. 

_ 

— 

— 

14-1 

— 

— 

— 

•— 

■ 

"I 

Total 

•  • 

2421 

18-9 

00 

•9 

•2 

3-0 

•4 

•6 

68*4 

7*8 

2*3 

3-1 

1-4 

1 

2-6 

4-9 

5*5 

3-5 

•6 

•4 

•7 

1*4 

•2 

•5 

1-3 

1*0 

•08 

.0 

\2 

•7 

•9 

•1 

1*0 

•08 

•4 

Girls . 


Age 

5 

671 

4*7 

9-5 

23-2 

5-3 

4-7 

•7 

'5 

60-8 

10-8 

2-8 

5-5 

3*7 

3-2 

— 

— 

— 

•2 

•5 

1-0 

•2 

•2 

•1 

3-1 

2-9 

•2 

‘I 

— 

•2 

•2j 

*5 

2-6 

•  -  - 

•1 

•5 

6 

256 

7-8 

8*9 

33-9 

7-0 

8-9 

2-7 

64*8 

18-3 

3-5 

7-4 

1-1 

4-2 

— 

— 

— 

•3 

•3 

2-3 

2-3 

•7 

— 

5-0 

2-3 

•3 

— 

— 

•7 

•3 

— 

4-2 

— 

•1 

?  J 

7 

406 

5-4 

9-6 

15-2 

4-6 

1-2 

•9 

•2 

66-7 

5-1 

•  1-7 

2-7 

•7 

2-7 

4*4 

4-1 

3-9 

•7 

•4 

— 

•4 

•2 

•4 

1-9 

•9 

— 

— 

— 

*2 

— 

.9 

— 

*2 

?  J 

f  8 

68 

5-8 

7-3 

16-1 

7-3 

1-4 

— 

— 

63-2 

7-3 

1-4 

2-9 

8-8 

1-4 

10-2 

8-8 

8*8 

— 

— 

— 

1-4 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5? 

9 

19 

10-8 

5-2 

10-8 

10-8 

— 

— 

— 

63-1 

10-8 

— 

5-2 

— 

— 

10-8 

10-8 

10-8 

— 

— 

— 

5-2 

— 

— 

10-8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J  J 

10 

373 

2-9 

2-4 

14-2 

4-5 

•2 

•5 

•2 

76-1 

7-5 

•2 

•2 

•5 

1-3 

10-9 

11 -2 

8-5 

— 

— 

— 

•2 

— 

— 

•2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•8 

— 

— 

J  J 

11 

62 

3-2 

6*4 

1-6 

— — 

— 

— 

69-3 

9*6 

4-9 

— 

— 

— 

22-5 

14-5 

12-9 

— 

— 

— 

1*6 

— 

J  J 

12 

402 

1-2 

•9 

22-8 

3*9 

2-4 

•9 

•2 

68-4 

10-1 

•9 

1-7 

•9 

1-4 

14-1 

15-6 

12-4 

•4 

•4 

•2 

— 

— 

— 

1-2 

— 

— 

•4 

— 

— 

— 

•9 

— 

•4 

J  ? 

13 

79 

1-2 

3-7 

35-4 

3-7 

6-3 

1-2 

— 

64-5 

16*4 

— 

1-2 

2-5 

1-2 

16*4 

11-3 

1-0 

1-2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-0 

1-2 

1-2 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1-2 

— 

— 

5  J 

14 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75-0 

25-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75-0 

75-0 

75-0 

Total 

•  • 

r* 

2340 

4-1 

6-4 

21-1 

5-0 

3-2 

•9 

•2 

6*6 

10  1 

1-8 

3-3 

1-9 

2-4 

6-6 

6-3 

5-3 

•3 

•3 

•6 

•6 

•2 

•1 

2-3 

1-3 

•1 

1 

•04 

•08 

% 

*2 

•1 

\ 

•1 

1-6 

•04 

•3 

Table  E. 


Defects  Classified  According  to  Schools. 


Name  of 
School. 

•  i 

i 

Number  Examined. 

Defective  Clothing 
and  Footgear. 

Kitt  Green . . 

67 

9 

Marylebone . . 

44 

2 

National 

Pemberton 

366 

55 

Colliery  . . 

291 

33 

Poolstock  .  . 

182 

15 

Presbyterian . 

97) 

7 

Sacred  Heart 

102 

5 

St.  Andrew's 

279 

14 

St.  Catharine's 

337 

54 

St.  Cuthbert's 

168 

23 

St.  George's 
St.  James's 

333 

76 

(W'rsl'yMns) 

162 

22 

St.  John'sC.E 

258 

45 

St.John'sB.C. 

119 

|  9 

St.  Joseph's  . 

135 

18 

St.  Marie’s  . . 

307 

45 

St.  Mary's  . . 

130  14 

St.  Michael's 

99 

4 

St.  Patrick's 

335  51 

St.  Paul's  .  . 
St.  Thomas's 

119 

8 

(Caroline  St.) 
St.  Thomas's, 

137 

11 

i 

(Clayton  St.) 
Scot  Lane 

161 

7 

Council  . . 
Warrington 

113 

15 

Lane  C.  . . 

121 

6 

Wesleyan  ,  . 

206 

7 

Whelley  Br. 

93 

1 

- — - - 

Totals  . . ! 

4761556 
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10 
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19 

13 

11 
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20 
6 


6 


6 

17 

1 


Verminous  Conditions  and 
Uncleanliness. 

Carious  Teeth. 

Enlarged  Tonsils.  | 

Post-nasal  Adenoids. 

Enlarged  Glands. 

Diseases  of  Eve. 

i > 

© 

w. 

eg 

© 

02 
•  rH 
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s© 

eg 
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• 

02 

42 

•  rH 
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Pediculi  Capitis* 

Flea-bitten. 

Pediculi 

V  estim  entorum . 

Dirty. 

Squint. 

External  Eye 

Disease. 

Defective 

Vision. 

| 

© 

W 

4© 

J© 

bD 

•  rH 

w 

Left  Eye. 

Both  Eyes# 

4 

1 

1 

i 

52 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

27 

15 

_ 

2 

2 

j 

236  j 

15 

3 

1 

4 

3 

16 

17 

11 

1 

15 

1 

• 

! 

i 

205 

8 

.  _ 

3 

4 

7 

15 

16 

13 

.2 

10 

1 

1  I 

_ 

| 
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110 

.12 

2 

— 

1 

4 

5 

10 

3 

— 

11 

2 

— 

75 

10 

1 

6 

3 

2 

6 

8 

4 

— 

8 

n 
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3 
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1 

— 
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2 

1 
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1 

— 
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203 

17 

2 

4 

2 

5 

16 

16 

14 

— 

33 

11 

- . 

• 

2 

3 

234 

10 

2 

1 

3 

'  5 

37 

33 

31 

3 

,  7 

— 

,  - 

_ 

2 

105 

7 

— 

1 

4 

3 

18 

20 

16 
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16 

2 

— 

1 

2 
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4 
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6 
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31 
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1 

4 

2 
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4 

— 
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1 
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20 
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33 

4 

11 

2 
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28 

9 

11 

4 

5 

3 
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6 
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9 
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17 
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9 
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18 
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11 

4 
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3 

4 

3 

17 

5 

2 

93 

26 

7 

9 
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4 

4 

2 

2 
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Arrangements  for  Medical  Inspection  and  for  “  Following  Up.” 

The  arrangements  for  Medical  Inspection  are  as  follows  : — 

The  head  teachers  are  given  several  days*  notice  of  the  intended  visit 
of  the  Medical  Inspector,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  make  all  the  arrange¬ 
ments  necessary  for  the  visit.  The  teacher  is  given  full  verbal  instructions  by 
a  clerk  as  to  the  number  and  group  of  children  to  be  inspected,  and  as  to  what 
preparations  to  make,  The  teachers  fill  in  the  cards  which  give  notice  to  the 
parents  of  the  proposed  inspection  and  invite  them  to  be  present.  They  give 
these  to  the  children  to  take  to  the  parents  and  collect  them  when  brought 
back  with  replies  to  certain  questions  relating  to  their  previous  health,  filled 
in  by  the  parents. 

The  teachers  also  fill  in  certain  particulars,  such  as  name,  age,  address 
of  child,  &c.,  on  the  Schedules  of  Medical  Inspection. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  a  room  is  set  aside  and  prepared  for  the 
Medical  Inspector's  use,  but  in  some  schools  there  appears  to  be  some  difficulty 
in  providing  a  separate  room  for  this  purpose,  and  the  work  has  to  be  carried 
out  in  a  screened  portion  of  a  large  room  in  which  several  classes  are  being 
taught  simultaneously.  The  lack  of  quiet  seriously  interferes  with  the 
efficiency  of  the  medical  inspections,  for  under  such  conditions  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  carry  out  any  tests  for  hearing  or  to  auscultate  the  heart  and 
lungs.  This  lack  of  quiet  is  often  evident  even  when  a  room,  has  been  set 
apart  for  the  medical  inspection,  for  at  some  of  the  schools  the  noise  of  children 
at  play  and  drill,  and  changing  rooms,  and  of  singing  lessons,  appears  to  be 
never-ending  and  penetrates  to  the  room  in  which  medical  inspection  is  in 
progress  with  the  utmost  ease. 

It  is  inevitable  that  in  some  cases  class  arrangements  must  be  interfered 
with,  but  the  disturbance  is  only  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  has  not  caused 
any  real,  interference  with  the  work  of  the  schools.  The  inspections  are  carried 
out  in  every  case  on  school  premises. 

About  twenty-five  children  are  medically  examined  at  each  visit  to  a 
school  for  this  purpose. 

The  children  are  divested  of  as  much  clothing  as  will  fully  expose  the 
front  and  back  of  the  chest  and  the  spine,  the  dressing  and  undressing  being 
done  by  the  School  Nurse,  who  is  often  assisted,  in  the  case  of  younger  children, 
by  two  of  the  older  girls,  whom  the  head  teachers  very  kindly  allow  to  give 
this  most  useful  assistance.  The  weighing  and  measuring  of  each  child  is 
carried  out  at  the  time  of  medical  inspection  by  the  School  Nurse,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Medical  Inspector.  It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention 
here  that  one  weighing  machine  only  is  provided  for  use  at  the  schools,  and 
is  transported  from  one  school  to  another  by  a  cab.  The  Authority  has 
under  consideration  the  provision  of  more  weighing  machines,  and  the  money 
expended  upon  these  will  be  amply  repaid  by  the  diminution  in  cab  fares, 
and  by  reducing  the  inevitable  injury  done  to  the  machine  by  moving  it, 
as  well  as  by  the  use  which  can  be  made  of  them  for  more  frequent  weighing 
of  children.  When  a  delicate  child,  perhaps  on  the  verge  of  consumption, 
is  in  attendance  at  a  school  a  most  important  factor  in  the  progress  of  the 
case  is  the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  weight  of  the  child,  and  this  can  only 
be  satisfactorily  ascertained  by  means  of  frequent  weighing. 
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All  the  work  of  the  actual  medical  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer,  who  enters  up  all  the  facts  disclosed  at  inspection 
on  the  schedules  provided  for  this  purpose.  These  schedules  have  spaces 
upon  them  for  certain  entries  relating  to  school  attendance,  &c.,  which  are 
made  by  the  head  teachers,  and  at  the  end  of  each  child’s  school  career 
these  schedules,  completely  filled  in,  are  forwarded  to  the  Juvenile  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange,  in  order  to  furnish  to  the  authorities  there  certain  particulars 
which  are  necessary  to  them. 

As  already  stated,  the  parents  of  each  child  are  invited  to  be  present  at 
the  inspection,  but,  unfortunately,  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  numbers 
who  attended.  As  a  rule  a  fairly  high  percentage  of  mothers  attend  with 
the  newly-admitted  children,  but  comparatively  few  parents  attend  with  the 
£<  leavers.”  More  parents  attend  with  girls  than  with  boys  among  the  older 
children.  Practically  no  refusals  to  allow  children  to  be  inspected  medically 
were  received. 

“  Following  Up.” — After  inspection,  parents  of  children  found  to  be 
defective  are  notified  of  the  nature  of  the  defects  if  these  are  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  require  remedial  measures,  and  are  advised  to  have  such  defects  remedied. 
The  head  teachers  are  also  given  information  as  to  which  children  are  defective 
and  as  to  the  nature  of  the  defects,  and  are  given  instructions  regarding 
the  children,  when  necessary.  Thus,  for  children  whose  vision  or  hearing 
is  defective,  directions  are  given  for  placing  them  in  the  front  row  of  the  class. 
When  necessary  children  with  cardiac  disease  are  exempted  from  drill,  and 
for  certain  other  children  extra  drill  is  strongly  urged. 

All  defective  cases  which  were  notified  to  the  parents  were  followed  up 
by  the  School  Nurse.  A  full  report  of  the  result  of  this  following  up  will 
be  found  below. 

In  a  few  instances  it  has  been  found  possible  to  bring  pressure  to  bear 
upon  parents  to  adopt  remedial  measures  for  defects  discovered  by  notifying 
such  cases  to  the  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon.  When  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  such  a  defective  child  was  about  to  leave  school  for  employment  at  a 
factory,  the  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  has  been  communicated  with  and 
informed  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  When  the  child  has  subsequently 
been  presented  to  him  for  certification  he  has  refused  to  do  this  until  the 
defect  was  remedied,  if  in  his  opinion  this  was  necessary.  Co-ordination 
between  the  School  Medical  Service  and  that  of  Certifying  Factory  Surgeons 
might  thus  be  more  extensively  practised,  for  it  serves  an  extremely  useful 
purpose. 


General  Statement  of  the  Extent  and  Scope  of  the  Medical 
Inspection  carried  out  during  the  Year  1913. 

(i)  The  number  of  Visits  paid  to  Schools  and  Departments. — The  total 
number  of  visits  paid  to  the  schools  by  the  Medical  Officers  was  241,  the  number 
of  visits  for  the  purpose  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection  being  144,  that  for 
other  purposes  being  97. 
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School. 

Visits  for 
Routine 
Inspections. 

Visits  for 
Special 
Purposes. 

St.  Andrew’s 

9 

3 

St.  Catharine’s 

11 

3 

Do.  (Whelley  Branch) 

.  —  . . 

2 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

5 

— 

St.  George’s 

11 

8 

Do.  (Marylebone) 

St.  James’s  (Worsley  Mesnes) 

2 

4 

6 

10 

St.  John’s  C.E. 

7 

2 

St.  John’s  K.C. 

6 

4 

St.  Joseph’s 

6 

3 

Kitt  Green 

2 

— 

St.  Mark’s  . 

7 

1 

St.  Mary’s 

6 

10 

St.  Michael’s 

5 

3 

.National  and  Blue  Coat 

13 

1 

St.  Patrick’s 

—  t  % 

9 

St.  Paul’s 

—  #  # 

5 

Pemberton  Colliery 

9 

2 

Poolstock  .  . 

5 

3 

Presbyterian 

2 

— 

Sacred  Heart 

4 

1 

St.  Thomas’s"  (Caroline  Street) 

5 

10 

St.  Thomas’s  (Clayton  Street)  .  . 

6 

6 

Scot  Lane  Council 

5 

— 

Warrington  Lane  Council 

5 

5 

Wesleyan 

7 

2 

Total 

144 

97 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  departments  was 

Routine 
Inspections . 

{a)  Mixed  Departments  . .  . .  42 

Special 

Purposes. 

20 

(6)  Boys’ 

16 

5 

(c)  Girls’ 

17 

9 

(d)  Infants’  „ 

69 

63 

Totals 

144 

97 

Of  the  total  of  97  visits  to  schools  for  purposes  other  than  that  of  routine 
medical  inspection,  51  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  an  outbreak 
of  measles  which  occurred  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  For  the  purpose 
of  making  inspections  of  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  school  children  7  visits 
were  paid.  The  remaining  39  visits  were  paid  for  a  variety  of  causes. 
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(ii)  Selection  of  Cases  for  Inspection .■ — During  the  year  1913  five  groups  of 
cases  have  been  medically  inspected,  4  of  these  consisting  of  ordinary  routine 
medical  inspection  cases  and  the  fifth  being  composed  of  special  cases. 

The  routine  cases  were  as  follow's  : — 

(a)  Entrants. — Every  child  admitted  to  school  during  the  year  was 
medically  examined  (unless  absent  at  the  time  given  for  examination).  The 
medical  inspection  of  children  under  school  age  (5)  has  not  been  practised  as 
yet. 

(b)  Leavers .■ — All  children  due  to  leave  school  on  or  before  March  31st, 
1914,  were  medically  inspected  (unless  absent  at  fixed  time). 

(c)  Children  aged  7  years . — 

(d)  Children  aged  10  years. — The  inspections  in  these  two  latter  groups  did 
not  include  the  whole  of  the  children  aged  7  and  10  attending  school.  Owing  to 
the  interval  that  elapsed  between  the  resignation  of  your  late  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer,  and  the  appointment  of  his  successor,  no  routine  medical 
inspection  was  carried  out  during  September  and  October.  This  left 
sufficient  time  only  to  complete  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  inspection  of  the 
two  groups  whose  compulsory  examination  is  required  by  the  Boar  d  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  i.e.,  the  entrants  and  leaders. 

(e)  The  fifth  group  examined  was  composed  of  “  special  cases  ”  and 
children  presented  by  the  teachers  for  examination,  or  examined  by  request 
of  their  parents. 

(iii)  The  Number  of  Children  Inspected. — The  number  of  children 
inspected  during  the  year  1913  was  4,761  ;  of  these  2,420  wrere  males  and  2,340 
females. 


This  number  shows  a  decrease  on  the  number  inspected  last  year,  but 
the  reduction  is  accounted  for  by  the  interruption  of  the  work  in  September. 

The  following  table  showrs  the  number  of  children  inspected  during  1913, 
classified  according  to  age  and  sex. 


Age 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total. 

Bovs  . . 

a 

634 

260 

399 

92 

41 

441 

66 

375 

106 

7 

2421 

Girls  . . 

671 

256 

406 

68 

19 

373 

62 

402 

79 

4 

2340 

1305 

516 

805 

160 

60 

814 

128 

777 

185 

1 1 

4761 
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(iv.)  Children  referred  for  subsequent  or  further  Examination. — At 
the  routine  inspection  certain  children  who  are  found  or  suspected  to  be 
defective  are  referred  for  a  more  detailed  examination,  either  at  a  subsequent 
visit  to  the  school  or  at  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Office.  The  chief  defects 
necessitating  this  are  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  heart,  it  being  frequently 
impossible  to  make  any  diagnosis  in  such  cases  at  the  time  of  routine  medical 
inspection  owing  to  the  lack  of  quiet  in  the  schools.  Certain  cases  of  diseases 
of  the  nervous  system,  deformities  and  eye  defects,  are  also  thus  submitted 
to  re-examination.  These  children,  if  necessary,  are  periodically  re-examined, 
every  case  exhibiting  symptoms  which  are  suspicious  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  being  re-examined  at  intervals  of  three  months. 

Wherever  possible  all  children  found  to  be  defective  at  the  time  of  routine 
inspection  are  re-examined  at  subsequent  visits  to  the  schools.  During  1913 
it  has  however  been  found  impossible  for  all  defective  cases  to  be  actually 
re-inspected,  but  every  case  found  defective  and  advised  to  obtain  treatment 
has  been  followed  up  by  the  school  Nurse. 


Treatment  and  Results  obtained  as  ascertained  by  Following-up. 
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Total .  35  89  9  5  200  15  376  43  772  353  or  45  %. 
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Special  examinations  of  cases  presented  by  head  teachers,  attendance 
officers,  and  parents,  who  wished  for  advise  concerning  the  children’s  health 
and  their  attendance  at  school,  have  also  been  made  at  the  schools,  but 
records  of  such  examinations  have  not  been  kept  during  1913. 


The  Inspection  Clinic.- — During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  an  Inspection 
Clinic  was  organised.  Head  teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers 
were  invited  to  send  at  stated  hours  to  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Office 
children  as  to  whose  health  they  required  advice,  or  as  to  whose  fitness  to 
attend  school  there  was  any  doubt.  The  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
accordingly  arranged  to  be  in  attendance  every  school  morning  from  9  to  9  30, 
and  every  Wednesday  afternoon  from  2  to  4  in  order  to  examine  such  cases. 


This  inspection  clinic  has  proved  to  be  of  considerable  use  to  the  Medical 

Inspection  Staff,  Head  Teachers,  and  Attendance  Officers. 

* 


During  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  352  consultations  were  held  by 
the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  advice  con¬ 
cerning  each  case  being  given  either  to  the  Parent,  Head  Teacher,  or  School 
Attendance  Officer  who  presented  the  case. 


Classification  of  Consultations  at  Inspection  Clinic,  1913. 


Enlarged  Tonsils,  Adenoids,  and  Enlarged  Glands 

Ear  Disease  and.  Deafness 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

External  Eye  Disease  and  Inflamed  Eyes  . . 

Kingworm  of  Scalp  and  Body 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

Lung  Diseases 

Heart  Disease  and  Anaemia 

Verminous  Conditions 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects 


10 

7 

3 

41 

130 

52 

19 

5 

10 


Total 


352 


Frequent  consultations  are  held  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
with  the  various  School  Attendance  Officers  in  regard  to  school  attendance 
cases. 
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General  Review  of  the  Facts  revealed  by  Medical  Inspection. 


Clothing  and  Footgear . — The  percentage  of  cases  in  which  the  clothing 
was  found  to  be  defective  was  a  fairly  high  one.  The  parents  of  some  of  the 
children  have  become  accustomed  to  thinking  that  any  sort  of  clothing 
will  do  for  the  child  to  wear  at  school — keeping  its  better  things  to  wear 
at  home  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  This  unfortunately  leads  to  the  child 
becoming  untidy  and  slovenly  in  its  toilet,  and  taking  no  care  of  its  clothes. 
The  clothing  was  found  to  be  insufficient  or  bad  more  frequently  in  the  case 
of  boys  than  in  the  girls,  almost  in  the  proportion  of  five  cases  to  one,  in  fact, 
a  number  of  girls  wore  too  much  clothing  to  be  hygienic.  As  usual,  quite  a 
large  number  of  children  had  their  clothing  sewn  on,  arid  many  of  the  girls 
had  their  clothing  fastened  by  means  of  pins,  instead  of  buttons  or  hooks  and 
eyes.  Indeed,  it  was  no  unusual  thing'  to  find  every  garment  fastened  with 
ordinary  pins  in  some  of  the  children. 


The  footgear  on  the  whole  was  good' — better  than  the  clothing.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  clogs  are  almost  universally  worn,  and  that  this  is 
a  most  durable  and  protective  form  of  footgear.  In  the  summer  time  some 
of  the  children  are  bare-footed.  In  the  winter  months  a  number  of  poor 
children  were  supplied  with  clogs,  at  the  request  of  the  teachers  and  Medical 
Inspection  Staff,  through  the  agency  of  a  voluntary  fund  organised  by  the 
Chief  Constable.  St.  George's,  St.  Catharine's,  St.  Patrick's,  and  St.  John's 
C.E.  Schools  showed  the  highest  numbers  of  cases  of  defective  clothing  and 
footgear. 


Height  and  Weight. — In  connection  with  the  Height  and  Weight  tables 
the  average  height  and  weights  at  several  of  the  age  groups  may  be  some¬ 
what  misleading  owing  to  the  small  number  of  children  examined  at,  these 
ages,  and  also  owing  to  the  fact  that  these  were  not  ordinary  routine  medical 
inspection  cases,  but  cases  examined  because  they  were  defective,  and  therefore 
not  likely  to  be  of  normal  height  and  weight. 


Average  Height. 


5 

years. 

6 

years. 

7 

years. 

8 

years. 

9 

years. 

10 

years. 

11 

years. 

12 

years. 

13 

years. 

14 

years. 

Boys  (Inches)  . 

40-03 

42-05 

44-73 

45-39 

49-0 

49-56 

52-98 

53-15 

54-34 

53-37 

Girls  (Inches)  . 

40-1 

44-41 

43-94 

45-0 

47-94 

49-7 

51-17 

53-02 

56-3 

56-75 

20 


Average  W  eight  * 


5 

years. 

6 

years. 

7 

years. 

8  9 

years.' years. 

10  11 

years,  years. 

12 

years. 

13 

years. 

14 

years. 

Boys  (lb.) 

39-53 

42-68 

46-2 

49-82^  58-40 

61-7  64-39 

70-9 

74-73 

71-14 

Girls  (lb.) 

39-03 

41-15 

46-18 

47-76  61-52 

58-68  61-27 

71-25 

79-68 

85-5 

The  height  is  taken  with  the  children’s  hoots  or  clogs  of!,  and  the  weight 
with  all  their  clothing  on  excepting  footgear. 

The  following  tables  will  serve  to  compare  the  heights  and  weights  of 
Wigan  children  at  the  ages  at  which  children  have  been  principally  examined, 
with  the  standards  of  the  Anthropometric  Committee  : — 


Height. 


Boys. 

Girl 

s. 

Aye. 

Anthropo¬ 

metric 

Standard. 

* 

Wigan. 

Anthropo¬ 

metric 

Standard. 

Wigan. 

5 

41-03 

40-03 

40-55 

40-10 

6 

44-00 

42-05 

42-88 

41-41 

7 

45-97 

44-73 

44-45 

43-94 

8 

47-05 

45-39 

46-60 

45-00 

10 

51-84 

49-56 

51-05 

49-70 

12 

54-99 

53-15 

55-66 

53-02 

13 

56-91 

54-34 

57-77 

56-30 
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Weight. 


j 

O 

cq 

t 

i 

Gi 

rls. 

Age . 

Anlhropo- 

Avthropo- 

metric 

W  igan. 

metric 

Wigan. 

Standard. 

Standard. 

5 

40*74 

39*55 

39*2 

39*03 

6 

42*52 

42*68 

41*7 

41*15 

7 

47*29 

46*20 

47*5 

46*18 

8 

50*77 

49*82 

52*1 

47*76 

10 

61*13 

61*70 

62*0 

58*68 

12 

70*48 

70*90 

76*4 

71*25 

13 

76*00 

74*73 

87*2 

79*68 

From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  at  all  ages  the  average  height 
of  the  Wigan  school  child  is  below  the  standard  of  the  Anthropometrical 
Society,  though  in  some  cases  the  difference  is  but  a  small  fraction. 


In  weight  the  Wigan  school  child  is  also  below  the  Anthropometrical 
standard,  except  in  the  case  of  boys  aged  6,  10,  and  12  years,  in  which  three 
groups  the  weight  of  the  Wigan  schoolboy  is  greater  than  the  standard  weight 
of  the  Anthropometrical  Society. 


The  following  table  compares  the  average  heights  and  Weights  of  children 
aged  5  and  12,  with  the  figures  for  children  at  similar  age  periods  (a)  in  England 
and  Wales,  all  classes,  and  (6)  children  of  artisans  in  towns  : — 
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Height. 


Age  5. 

Age  12. 

Boys  (Wigan) 

40-03 

53-15 

Boys,  (England  and  Wales) 

41-00 

54-75 

Boys  (Artisans  in  Towns)  . . 

41-00 

53-50 

Girls-  (Wigan) 

40-10 

53-02 

Girls  (England  and  Wales).. 

40-00 

55-50 

• 

Girls  (Artisans  in  Towns)... 

, 

39-00 

51-00 

Weight. 


Age  5 

Age  12, 

Boys  (Wigan) 

39-55 

70-90 

Boys  (England  and  Wales)  . 

39-0 

76-5 

Boys  (Artisans,  in  Towns)  . . 

40-0 

73-5 

Girls  (Wigan) 

39-03 

71-25 

Girls  (England  and  Wales)  . 

38-0 

76-5 

Girls  (Artisans  in  Towns)  . . 

39-0 

74-75 

Comparing  the  heights  of  children  aged  5  and  12  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
boys  compare  unfavourably  with  the  similar  figures  for  England  and  Wales 
and  the  children  of  artisans  in  towns.  The  girls  of  Wigan,  however,  are  taller 
than  those  in  England  and  Wales,  and  also  than  the  children  of  artisans  in 
towns  in  the  5-year  age  groups,  and  in  the  12-year  age  group  the  Wigan 
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children  are  taller  than  those  of  artisans  living  in  towns,  but  a  little  below 
the  figure  given  for  girls  of  12  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  comparing  the  weights  in  these  two  age -groups  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  figures  for  boys  in  both  groups  compare  unfavourably  with  those  for  the 
children  of  artisans  in  towns  and  also  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales 
in  the  12-year  age-group.  In  this  latter  age  group  Wigan  girls  also  compare 
unfavourably  with  the  similar  figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the 
children  of  artisans  in  towns  ;  but  the  figures  for  girls  in  Wigan  for  the  5-year 
age  group  are  higher  than  for  either  England  or  Wales  or  for  the  children 
of  artisans  in  towns. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  heights  and  weights  for  the  various  schools 
in  the  borough  is  appended.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  biggest 
children  were  found  at  St.  Andrew’s  School.  The  heights  and  weights  of  the 
children  at  the  following  schools  were,  on  the  whole,  also  above  the  average 
for  the  Wigan  schools,  viz.  : — Kitt  Green,  St.  Mark’s,  Pemberton  Colliery, 
Poolstock,  and  the  Wesleyan. 

The  largest  number  of  children  who  were  below  the  average  height  and 
weight  of  Wigan  school  children  were  found  at  the  following  schools,  viz  :• — 
St.  Catharine’s,  S.  John’s  C.E.,  and  St.  Patrick’s. 
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Average  Weights.  Comparison  oe  Different  Schools. 


Boys, 


Age 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

School. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

St.  Andrew’s  .  . 

41-3 

44-4 

48-4 

60-2 

68-2 

75-3 

74-6 

_ 

St.  Catharine’s  . 

39-1 

43-1 

46-8 

48-0 

56-3 

61-8 

61-6 

66-2 

68-2 

— 

St.  Catharine’s 
(Whellev  Bell.) 

40-4 

41*9 

50-0 

71*8 

St.  Cuthbert’s  . . 

40-6 

39-6 

45-5 

51-6 

— 

61*3 

64-0 

65-4 

74-5 

— 

St.  George’s 

38*4 

41-7 

46-1 

48*3 

53-7 

61-8 

67-1 

69-0 

78-1 

74-0 

Marlyebone 

40*3!  48-5 

42-5 

— 

— 

65-7 

— 

76-3 

— 

— 

St.  James’s  (W°Lley 

39-7 

45-0 

48-5 

49*5 

58-3 

63-6 

62-7 

69*1 

— 

— 

St.  John’s  C.E.  . 

38-8  40-7 

48*2 

49-6 

42-0 

58-1 

67-4 

70-5 

68-5 

— 

St.  John’s  R.C. . 

39*4 

42-5 

47-0 

” 

— 

— 

— 

71*0 

81-0 

— 

St.  Joseph’s 

38*6 

39-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

67-2 

65-9 

74-5 

Kitt  Green 

42-0 

48-0 

48-5 

— 

68-0 

63-4  62-0 

— 

70-0 

— 

St.  Mark’s 

40-9 

43-5 

48-5 

52*4 

58-7 

60-3:  66-8 

74-1 

79-2 

— 

St.  Mary’s 

40-7 

44-2 

50*0 

— 

— 

74*7 

76-4 

— 

St.  Michael’s  . . 

39-4 

45-0 

43-0 

49-0 

— 

— 

— 

71-8 

70-5 

National  &  B.C. 

39-4 

42-7 

47-2 

52-1 

82-3 

63-1 

60-4 

74-2 

78-2 

St.  Patrick’s  . . 

38-0 

41-1 

46-1 

50-0 

— 

— 

— 

71-7 

68-0 

— 

St.  Paul’s 

39*3 

41*5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

73-0 

77-0 

— 

Pemberton 

Colliery 

41*3 

43-5 

49-0 

52-0 

62-4 

65*6 

71-8 

75-0 

Poolstock 

40-7 

48-6 

49-5 

60-11 

58-0 

63*8 

63-2 

75-0  75-0 

— 

Presbyterian 

37-2 

43-0 

45-6 

43-3 

64-0 

62-7 

66-5 

77*1 

74-7 

— 

Sacred  Heart  . . 

40*2 

41-0 

48-4 

49-0 

55-0 

62-2 

58-6 

74-1 

— 

— 

St.  Thomas’s 
(Caroline  St.) 

39-6 

44-2 

41-5 

70-0 

82-5 

St.  Thomas’s 
(Clayton  St.)  . 

39*7 

43-3 

71*3 

69-0 

Scot  Lane 

Council 

37-1 

46-8 

44*5 

57-0 

67-0 

67-6 

58-0 

86-0 

Warrington  Lane 
Council 

39-7 

42-4 

38-0 

1 

71-2 

71-3 

62*5 

Wesleyan 

39-5 

43-0  49-0 

50-0 

61 -2 

61-2 

— 

73*2 

78-7 

64*0 
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Average  Heights,  Comparison  of  Different  Schools. 


Boys. 


i _ _ _ _ _ 


Age. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

School. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In.  ! 

In. 

In.  ! 

i 

In. 

St.  Andrew’s  . . 

41*8 

42*1 

45*1 

_  | 

_ 

49*4 

55*0 

53*9 

550 

— 

St.  Catharine’s  . 

39-8 

41-5 

43*8 

44*6  48*3 

48*7 

50*1 

52*7 

53*2 

— 

St.  Catharine’s 
(Whelley  Bch.) 
St.  Cuthbert’s  . . 

40-3 

41-8 

| 

440 

_ 

54*4 

j 

— 

39*7 

41-3 

44*2’  45*7, 

— 

46*4 

50*2 

52*9 

— 

— 

St.  George’s 

39-6 

400 

43*51  44*8 

46*7 

49*1 

51*7  500 

54*6 

540 

St.  George’s 
(Marylebone) 

42-0 

460 

44*0 

51*7 

_ 

53*6 

— 

— 

St,  James’s  (W°[s/ey 

40-1 

43-5 

44*9 

44*5 

490 

50*6 

51-7 

53*2 

— 

— 

St,  John’s  C.E. . . 

40-2 

41*5 

44*9 

45*8 

420 

50*0 

52*2 

52*8 

55*0 

— 

St.  John’s  B.C.  . 

43-6 

42-0 

44*5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

54*2 

570 

— 

St.  Joseph’s 

39-3 

40*0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52*6 

53*9 

— 

Kitt  Green 

40-3 

450 

45*2 

— 

51*5 

49*5 

52*0 

— 

52*0 

— 

St.  Mark’s 

40-5 

42*5 

44*7 

46*5 

48*8 

49*7 

47*8 

54*2 

560 

510 

St.  Mary’s 

40-6 

420 

440 

— 

— 

— 

54*2 

54*4 

— 

St.  Michael’s  .  . 

39-9 

42*8 

42*5 

44*0 

— 

— 

— 

55*2 

54*0 

— 

National  &  B.C. . 

40*1 

420 

44*3 

46*4 

50*0 

50*3 

— 

50*2 

55*3 

— 

St.  Patrick’s  . . 

39-5 

41*7 

43*7 

41*8 

— 

— 

— 

53*9 

52*2 

- 

St.  Paul’s 

40-1 

42*1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

54*1 

54*7 

— 

Pemberton 

Colliery 

40-2 

45*5 

44*7 

48*0 

49*1 

59*1 

53*2 

53*5 

_ 

Poolstock 

38-6 

41*0 

45*6 

46*2 

48-0 

50*5 

50*2 

54*4 

56*0 

— 

Presbyterian 

40-0 

40*5 

44*5 

430 

50*0 

50*5 

510 

54*0 

53*5 

— 

Sacred  Heart  .  . 

40-3 

410 

44*4 

45*0 

49*2 

50*5 

49*0 

53*8 

— 

— 

St.  Thomas’s 
(Caroline  St.)  . 
St.  Thomas’s 
(Clayton  St.)  . 

36-7 

44*6 

41*5 

51*8 

53*3 

— 

40-0 

40*5 

53*6 

52*6 

Scot  Lane 

Council 

38-9 

41*2 

42*7 

51*0 

510 

53*7 

50*0 

58*0 

Warrington 

Lane  Council 

39-9 

41*9 

390 

54*5 

55*6 

540 

Wesleyan 

39-5 

42*5 

i 

44*4 

44*5  50*7 

50*9 

— 

55*0 

55*0 

520 
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Average  Weights.  Comparison  oe  Different  Schools. 


Girls. 


Age. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

I 

11 

12 

i 

13 

14 

School. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

flj. 

lb. 

;  ft- 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

St.  Andrew’s  . . 

39-0 

42-2 

49-1 

58*0 

54*0 

58-5  75-0 

75*3 

79*7 

— 

St.  Catharine’s  . 

39-8 

45-4 

45-2 

49*0 

58*8 

61*0 

63*0 

69*3 

71*0 

— 

St.  Catharine’s 
(Whellev  Bch.) 

39-9 

42-1 

44*0 

49*0 

69*4 

76*0 

St.  Cuthbert’s  . 

JO -4 

39-6 

45*3 

53*3 

62*0 

56*7 

59*3 

72*5 

65*0 

- 

St.  George’s 

37-4 

41-0 

44*6 

46*6 

— 

58*1 

60*4 

71-6 

74*2 

Marylebone 

39-5 

37-0 

46*5 

46*0 

— 

62*01  66*5 

87*6 

— 

St.  James’s 

39-6 

45-3 

44*7 

49*0 

55*0 

51*8 

53*0 

69*1 

— 

— 

St,  John’s  C.E.. 

40-4 

38-5 

44*2 

46*0 

— 

58*3 

65*2 

70*2 

88*0 

06-0 

St,  John’s  B.C.. 

39-2 

41*2 

_ 

— 

— - 

-* 

69*6 

72*8 

— 

St.  Joseph’s 

38-1 

— 

39*0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75*2 

73*1 

— 

Kitt  Green 

41-0 

49-0  48-1 

53*0 

— 

59*6 

— 

74*0 

— 

— 

St,  Mark’s 

39-2  41*7 

47*5 

48*4 

50*0 

58*7 

59*8 

93*0|  80*0 

— 

St.  Mary’s 

38*6  40-6 

35*0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

78*6 

75*0 

— 

St,  Michael’s  . . 

41*3  44-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

77*1 

73*3 

— 

National  &  B.C. 

38-7 

44-0 

46*9 

46*6 

54*3 

58-3 

61*4 

69*3 

75*6 

St.  Patrick’s  .  . 

38-2 

39*9 

44*6 

48*5 

60*0 

74*0 

— 

80*6 

72*8 

St,  Paul’s 

39-8  40-5 

44*3 

— 

47*0 

— 

— 

75*8 

79*2 

Pemberton 

Colliery 

40-6 

47*0;  48-1 

47*3 

48*0 

59*6 

63*0 

76*6 

Poolstock 

39*3|  43-0;  48-3 

46*0 

— 

59*3 

62*0 

70*9 

— 

— 

Presbyterian  . . 

37-7 

39-0 

49*0 

46*3 

— 

58*3 

64*0 

77*5 

94*0 

— 

Sacred  Heart  . . 

36*3 

45*6 

47*6 

55*0 

59*0 

55*0 

75*6 

81*0 

— 

St.  Thomas’s 
(Caroline  St.). 

39-4 

41-3 

44*6 

70*7 

82*0 

St.  Thomas’s 
(Clayton  St.)  . 

37-6 

40-2 

75*9 

82*5 

Scot  Lane  . 
Council 

38-6 

39*7 

45*8 

48*0 

48*0 

71*4 

59*0 

Warrington 

Lane  Council 

39-4 

39-9 

79*3 

81*5 

Wesleyan 

42-0 

43*5 

45*2 

41*3 

71*0 

54*6 

57*4 

78*8 

71*0 

92*0 
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Average  Heights.  Comparison  of  Different  Schools. 

Girls. 


Age. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

School. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

St.  Andrew’s  . . 

40-8 

42-3 

45-1 

48-0 

47-0 

50-8 

56-0 

55-6 

57-2 

— 

St.  Catharine’s  . 
St.  Catharine’s 

39-0 

404 

43-6 

45-0 

— 

49*9 

51*2 

53-0 

52-5 

— 

(Whelley  Bch.) 

40-0 

42-3 

41-5 

46-0 

— 

— 

— 

58-6 

57-0 

— 

St.  Cnthbert’s  . 

40-6 

41-2 

44-0 

47-0 

47-0 

52-5 

51-3 

54-7 

50-0 

— 

St.  George’s 

St.  George’s 

39-2 

42-0 

43-4 

44-2 

— 

49-1 

51-0 

54-0 

53-8 

— 

(Marylebone)  . 
St.  James’s  <w“:sjey 
St.  John’s  C.B.;. 

40-5 

4L0 

44-5 

45-0 

— 

51-0 

52-5 

56-6 

— 

— 

40-4 

42-6 

44-3 

47-0 

47-3 

49-7 

49-0 

50-4 

— 

— 

40-5 

40-5 

43-6 

43-0 

— 

47-7 

52-7 

54-4 

55-5 

53*0 

St.  John’s  B.C.  . 

40-4 

41-3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53-3 

53-6 

— 

St.  Joseph’s 

39*4 

— 

48-0 

— 

— 

— 

53*0 

54-0 

— 

Kitt  Green 

40-1 

43-0 

45-5 

46-6 

47-0 

49*8 

— 

54*0 

— 

— 

St.  Mark’s 

40-2 

43-0 

44*9 

45*0 

— 

49-4 

51-2 

54-2 

58-0 

— 

St.  Mary’s 

40-2 

41*7 

38-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-4 

54-0 

— 

St.  Michael’s  . . 

40-8 

42-1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

54-5 

53-3 

— 

National  &  B.C. 

40-0 

41-0 

44*3 

46-0 

48-0 

49-6 

50-4 

53-9 

54-6 

— 

St.  Patrick’s  . . 

39-4 

40-8 

34-9 

44-7 

47-0 

53-0 

— 

54-0 

54*2 

— 

St.  Panl’s 
Pemberton 

40-7 

40-8 

43-3 

— 

46-0 

— 

— 

55-8 

56-2 

— 

Colliery 

40-3 

42-5 

41-6 

44-3 

45-0 

49-8 

51-0 

53-8 

— 

— 

Poolstock 

40-5 

42-3 

44-0 

44-0 

— 

50-2 

51*5 

53-0 

— 

— 

Presbyterian 

41-9 

43-0 

43-6 

43-3 

“ 

49-6 

53-0 

54-9 

56-5 

— 

Sacred  Heart  . . 
St.  Thomas’s 

39-3 

— 

43-8 

45-8 

49-0 

49-4 

51-0 

54*5 

57-5 

(Caroline  St.)  . 
St.  Thomas’s 

39-9 

41-1 

42-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

57-0 

57*2 

— 

(Clayton  St.)  . 
Scot  Lane 

39-6 

41-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-3 

56-5 

— 

Council 

Warrington 

40-0 

41*0 

43-2 

44-5 

— 

50-0 

— 

54*5 

57-0 

— 

Lane  Council 

39*9 

40-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-3 

54*7 

— 

Wesleyan 

39-8 

45-0 

44-4 

43-0 

52-0 

49-8 

49-7 

56-0 

57-3 

58*0 

Nutrition. — On  the  whole  this  was  found  to  he  satisfactory  in  the 
children  inspected  during  1913.  The  percentage  of  cases  in  which  the 
nutrition  was  estimated  to  be  defective  was  5-6  per  cent.  It  is  an  impossi¬ 
bility  to  compare  this  figure  with  that  of  other  towns,  for  as  yet  no  standard 
has  been  adopted,  and  the  opinions  of  different  individuals  vary  as  to  the 
conditions  in  which  nutrition  should  be  regarded  as  good,  below  normal,  or 
bad.  In  endeavouring  to  assign  a  cause  for  the  existence  of  cases  of  mal¬ 
nutrition  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  one  which  can  be  definitely  stated  to  be  a 
factor.  Insufficiency  of  food  is  certainly  a  rare  cause  of  malnutrition,  but 
its  unsuitability  is  no  doubt  to  blame  in  many  instances.  Wages,  on  the  whole, 
are  good,  and  will  allow  of  the  provision  of  sufficient  quantities  of  food  for  the 
proper  nourishment  of  the  children.  But  the  ignorance  of  the  parents  as 
to  the  proper  sort  of  food  to  give  to  children  in  infancy  and  childhood  is  in 
some  cases  appaling.  Another  factor  which  probably  enters  into  the  causa¬ 
tion  of  malnutrition  is  the  presence  of  insanitary  conditions,  which  are  met 
with  only  too  frequently  in  the  town.  Living  in  back-to-back  houses,  in 
closed-in  yards,  with  unpaved  surfaces,  and  in  which  it  is  impossible  to  get 
a  free  circulation  of  air,  contributes,  without  any  doubt,  to  the  causes  of 
malnutrition.  Prenatal  causes  may  be  a  contributory  factor  also  in  its 
incidence,  for  premature  births  are  numerous  in  the  town,  and  a  consequent 
delicate  state  of  health  of  the  child  results. 

The  employment  of  married  women  in  factories  in  this  town  is  very  little 
practised,  and  this  cannot  therefore  be  looked  upon  as  a  causation  of  mal¬ 
nutrition. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  carry  out  the  Provision  of  Meals  Act 
during  the  year  under  review. 


Cleanliness. — Figures  relating  to  this  subject,  based  upon  the  results 
of  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  are  misleading.  As  the  parents  are  given 
notice  of  the  proposed  inspection  they  often  specially  cleanse  and  tidy  their 
children  in  preparation  for  the  forthcoming  inspection.  When  on  the  other 
hand,  the  children  are  examined  in  the  course  of  the  inspections  for  general 
cleanliness,  which  are  carried  out  without  any  previous  warning  being  given 
to  the  children  or  parents,  a  much  higher  percentage  of  dirty  and  verminous 
children  are  found  than  at  the  routine  medical  inspections. 

Thus,  in  the  course  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  actual  pediculi  capitis 
were  found  in  2-5  per  cent,  of  cases,  and  at  the  general  cleanliness  inspections 
pediculi  capitis  were  found  in  5-3  per  cent,  of  the  children.  The  figures 
available  for  the  presence  of  body  vermin  do  not  bear  out  this  statement, 
but  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the 
parent  to  get  rid  of  pediculi  vestimentorum  or'  their  ova  in  the  two  or  three 
days  elapsing  between  the  receipt  of  the  notice  of  proposed  inspection  and  the 
actual  inspection,  with  the  means  available  in  an  ordinar}^  cottage. 

Needless  to  say,  verminous  conditions  of  the  head  were  much  more 
frequently  met  with  in  girls  than  in  boys,  on  account  of  their  having  long 
hair,  which  is  much  more  difficult  to  keep  free  from  vermin  than  short  hair. 
If  the  system  of  enforcing  the  girls  to  plait  their  hair  were  universally  carried 
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out  the  percentage  of  cases  of  verminous  heads  would  be  considerably  lowered, 
for  it  prevents,  to  a  great  extent,  the  transmission  of  vermin  from  one  child 
to  another. 

The  methods  adopted  for  improving  the  cleanliness  of  the  school  children 
were  as  follows  : — • 

Up  to  June,  1913,  certain  children  who  were  found  to  be  verminous  by  the 
Medical  Inspector,  School  Nurse,  or  Teachers  were  removed  to  the  Pem¬ 
berton  Sanatorium,  where  they  were  bathed  and  had  their  clothing  disin¬ 
fected  by  steam.  This  was  preceded  by  the  service  of  a  statutory  notice 
on  the  parents,  giving  them  24  hours  in  which  to  cleanse  the  child.  The 
service  of  the  statutory  notice  was  preceded  by  a  notice  to  the  parents  inform¬ 
ing  them  of  the  child's  verminous  condition,  and  giving  them  directions 
for  remedying  the  condition,  and  if  no  improvement  resulted  in  the  child's 
condition,  a  second  notice  was  sent  to  the  parents  stating  that  the  child 
would  be  separated  from  the  others  in  class. 

After  June,  1913,  it  was  found  impossible  to  continue  the  use  of  the 
Pemberton  Sanatorium  as  a  cleansing  station,  and  since  then  we  have  been 
without  any  means  of  effecting  any  actual  cleansing  ourselves.  When  a  child 
is  found  to  be  verminous  the  usual  two  notices  are  sent  out,  and  the  method 
of  isolating  the  child  from  its  class  mates  in  the  class  room,  and  the  exclusion 
of  children  from  school,  is  practised.  This  system  of  exclusion  is  far  from  being 
a  satisfactory  one,  for  it  has  been  found  over  and  over  again  that  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  child  becomes  worse  when  left  to  run  about  at  home  than  when 
in  school,  unless  the  child  is  more  strictly  supervised  than  is  possible  with 
our  existing  staff.  However,  the  Authority  has  now  decided  to  equip  a  proper 
cleansing  station,  and  to  provide  a  disinfector  at  the  premises  taken  for  the 
School  Clinic.  The  Medical  Inspection  Staff  will  thus  be  much  better  able 
to  cope  with  verminous  conditions,  for  thorough  cleansing,  even  by  means 
of  hot  water  and  soap,  is  quite  impossible  in  homes  where  no  bathing  accommo¬ 
dation  is  provided. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  inspections  for  general  cleanliness  were 
instituted,  and  the  Medical  Inspector  and  School  Nurse  now  visit  the  schools  at 
intervals  as  frequent  as  possible  and  examine  the  heads  and  bodies  of  all  the 
children  without  previous  warning.  When  a  child  is  found  to  be  verminous  the 
usual  proceedings  for  such  cases  are  adopted,  and  the  child  is  subjected  to 
frequent  re-inspections,  until  great  improvement  takes  place  in  its  condition. 
These  cases  are  not  lost  sight  of  even  after  this,  for  a  register  of  verminous 
children  is  kept  at  every  school  for  future  reference. 

In  cases  where  a  large  number  of  body  vermin  are  found  notice  is  given 
to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  then  visits  the  children’s  homes  and 
causes  fumigation  and  cleansing  thereof  to  be  carried  out. 

On  the  whole  the  parents  are  becoming  somewhat  more  careful  in  keeping 
their  children  clean,  but  there  is  still  great  room  for  improvement  in  this 
direction.  The  child  himself  will  often  act  as  a  stimulus  to  the  parental 
conscience  in  this  respect,  for  he  resents  the  notoriety  of  being  brought  out 
before  his  class  for  inspection  as  a  child  who  is  known  or  thought  to  be  dirty 
and  will  do  his  best  himself  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  his  condition. 


The  results  of  the  inspections  of  the  general  cleanliness  may  be  classified 
as  follows  : — 


Total  number  examined  (November  and  December)  . .  2810. 

Head.' — Pediculi  capitis  were  found  in  150  or  5-3%  of  the  children. 
Nits  (in  large  numbers)  „  146  or  5-1%  „  ,, 

Body.' — Pediculi  Vestimentorum  ,,  12  or  -4%  ,,  ,, 

Very  dirty  conditions  of 

body  and  clothing  „  10  or  •3%  „ 

As  a  result  of  the  general  cleanliness  inspections  649  (or  23  per  cent), 
of  the  children  examined  were  found  to  require  re -inspection.  These  were 
re-examined  as  follows  :• — • 


312  were  re-inspected  on 
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71 

3 


55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


one  occasion, 
two  occasions 
three  „ 
four 


In  addition  to  the  above  cases  a  further  617  received  the  attention  of 
the  School  Nurse  in  connection  with  verminous  and  unclean  conditions. 
These  were  cases  noted  in  the  course  of  the  Routine  Medical  Inspections 
or  by  the  teachers. 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Nurse  to  children’s  homes  and 
schools  in  connection  with  these  cases  was  1,093. 


These  visits  were  made  as  follows  : — • 
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cases 

received 

176 

55 

55 

109 

55 

55 

23 

55 

55 

2 

55  ^ 

55 

1 

55 

55 

one  visit  each, 
two  visits  each, 
three 
four 
five 
six 


55  55 

5  5  55 

55 
55 


55 


Skin  Diseases .- — The  most  common  forms  of  skin  disease  met  with  were 
impetigo,  ringworm,  and  eczema.  The  numbers  of  these  diseases  met  with 
in  the  course  of  the  Routine  Medical  Inspections  was  but  a  small  proportion 
of  the  cases  which  came  under  our  observation.  A  number  of  these  cases  were 
treated  either  by  their  own  doctor  or  at  the  Wigan  Infirmary  ;  but  in  some 
cases  the  parents  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  obtain  such  treatment, 
as  they  did  not  deem  the  cases  serious  enough  for  such  measures  to  be  taken. 
In  these  cases  directions  were  given  in  order  that  home  treatment  might  be 
carried  out.  After  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  an 
application  asking  for  power  to  treat  certain  minor  ailments  made  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year,  a  few  cases  of  impetigo,  eczema,  and  ringworm  were 
treated,  either  at  the  office  or  at  the  children’s  homes  by  the  School  Nurse, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer.  This  treatment 
has  been  carried  out  under  difficulties  on  account  of  the  lack  of  suitable 
accommodation. 
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Many  bad  cases  of  impetigo  of  the  scalp  were  found,  and  these  were 
invariably  due  to  pediculosis.  They  were  frequently  complicated  by  the 
presence  of  enlarged  glands. 


Ringworm. — No  statistics  of  the  number  of  ringworm,  cases  under  the 
observation  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  during  1913  are  available.  A 
register  of  all  such  cases  is  now  kept  and  arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  head  teachers  for  a  weekly  notification  of  the  cases  coming  under 
their  observation,  together  with  the  notification  of  certain  other  infectious 
or  contagious  diseases.  Exclusion  from  school  is  practised  in  all  cases  of 
ringworm  of  the  scalp,  and  no  case  is  re-admitted  to  school  unless  proved  to  be 
free  from  the  disease  after  microscopic  examination  of  the  hair  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers. 

A  severe  case  of  lupus  was  enabled  to  obtain  X-ray  treatment,  which  has 
greatly  improved  the  condition. 

Carious  Teeth. — This  was  the  most  prevalent  defect  found,  67*7  per  cent, 
of  the  children  examined  having  decayed  teeth.  Very  little  evidence  of 
conservative  dentistry  was  discovered,  and  very  little  treatment  for  this 
condition  was  obtained  by  the  parents  for  their  children,  for  they  cannot  be 
made  to  realise  the  seriousness  of  untreated  dental  caries.  Information 
as  regards  the  regular  cleaning  of  the  teeth  is  now  being  sought,  and  from 
the  evidence  obtained  up  to  the  present  it  appears  that  a  fair  proportion  of 
the  older  children  clean  their  teeth  at  least  once  a  day.  Positive  statements 
as  to  this  practice  when  obtained  from  a  child  cannot  always  be  regarded 
as  being  absolutely  veracious,  thus  making  the  evidence  somewhat  unreliable. 
In  certain  of  the  schools  a  demonstration  on  the  cleansing  of  the  teeth  and 
tooth-brush  exercises  form  part  of  the  instruction  in  hygiene,  and  these  lessons 
are  found  to  lead  to  very  good  results  in  the  practice  thereof  at  home,  and 
should  be  universally  adopted. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.' — The  tonsils  were  found  enlarged  in 
8*9  per  cent,  of  cases,  and  this  enlargement  was  in  some  cases  accompanied 
by  the  presence  of  post-nasal  adenoids.  In  a  number  of  cases  operative 
measures  were  resorted  to,  when  the  children  were  taken  to  private  prac¬ 
titioners,  or  to  the  Infirmary,  as  a  result  of  the  advice  given  to  them  by  the 
Medical  Inspector. 

Enlarged  Glands.' — Several  cases  of  tubercular  glands  Were  found,  also 
cases  of  simple  enlargement,  these  being  mainly  due  to  the  presence  of  decayed 
teeth,  pediculosis,  or  septic  skin  diseases.  Several  cases  of  goitre  Were  found. 

External  Eye  Disease.' — This  defect  is  unfortunately  found  very  frequently 
among  Wigan  school  children.  A  great  many  cases  of  ophthalmia  and 
blepharitis  have  come  under  our  observation,  some  of  them  very  chronic  in 
nature,  and  no  small  number  of  these  was  due  simply  to  neglect  and  dirty 
conditions.  It  was  often  found  difficult  in  such  cases  to  persuade  the  parents 
to  obtain  medical  treatment  for  these  conditions,  which  they  also  regard  as 
being  not  serious.  A  large  proportion  of  the  cases  which  will  be  treated  at 
the  Clinic  will  therefore  inevitably  consist  of  these  diseases.  A  large  number 
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of  the  cases  of  blepharitis  were  accompanied  by  the  presence  of  defective 
vision,  and  although  a  number  of  such  cases  have  sought  medical  treatment 
and  have  had  spectacles  prescribed  they  have  not  been  provided  with  the 
necessary  glasses. 

A  number  of  cases  of  corneal  ulceration  were  found. 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint . — The  total  number  of  cases  of  defective 
vision  was  high — 7-7  per  cent.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  frequent 
incidence  of  external  eye  inflammations  and  diseases,  which  appear  to  be 
unduly  high  among  the  school  children  of  the  borough,  and  by  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  lighting  arrangements  in  some  of  the  schools.  The  parents  again 
show  indifference  in  the  matter  of  obtaining  treatment  for  squint,  which  they 
often  look  upon  as  an  inevitable  condition,  due  to  heredity. 

Ear  and  Nose  Disease . — Several  cases  of  ottorrhoea  were  found,  but, 
curiously  enough,  the  incidence  of  this  condition  does  not  appear  to  be  high, 
and  a  number  of  the  cases  that  have  sought  treatment  have  yielded  well  to 
the  remedial  measures  adopted.  Deafness  was  often  due  to  the  presence  of 
wax  in  the  ear,  and  also  to  the  presence  of  adenoids.  The  forced  whisper 
tests,  as  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Education,  cannot  be  performed  in  every 
case.  In  some  of  the  schools  the  constant  noises  make  it  quite  impossible 
for  a  forced  whisper  to  be  heard  by  a  person  with  normal  hearing  at  a  distance 
of  only  five  or  six  feet,  and  any  attempts  to  perform  the  tests  under  such 
circumstances  are  extremely  fatiguing  for  the  Medical  Inspector.  Again, 
in  the  case  of  infants  and  some  of  the  younger  children,  attempts  to  perform 
the  test  do  not  meet  with  any  great  measure  of  success  on  account  of  the 
timidity  and  inattention  of  the  children,  who  are  too  frightened  or  lack 
the  sense  to  respond  to  them.  A  variety  of  other  ear  and  nose  diseases  were 
found,  such  as  nasal  polypi,  deflected  nasal  septa,  and  hypertrophied  turbinal 
bones. 

Defects  of  Speech  and  Articulation  were  found  in  a  number  of  the  children, 
but  were  as  a  rule  defects  of  articulation  in  young  children  which  disappear 
as  the  child  grows  older.  A  few  stammerers  were  found. 

Mental  Condition. — Besides  the  11  mentally  defective  and  50  dull  or 
backward  children  noted  in  the  course  of  the  routine  inspections  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  mentally  defective  children  were  brought  to  our  notice 
by  the  teachers.  These  children  are  in  most  cases  quite  unfit  to  derive 
any  benefit  by  the  instruction  they  receive  in  an  ordinary  elementary  school, 
and  their  presence  at  such  school  is  a  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  other 
children.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  cases,  however,  they  have  to  attend 
such  schools,  as  no  other  provision  has  been  made  for  their  education.  At 
St.  George's  School  there  is  a  special  class  for  mentally  defective  and  backward 
children,  23  being  in  attendance  at  this  class,  this  being  the  greatest 
number  which  could  possibly  be  accommodated  here.  As  no  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  conveyance  of  children  to  this  school,  those  attending 
there  must  of  necessity  be  children  residing  in  its  vicinity.  The  teacher 
in  charge  of  the  class  is  an  ordinary  nncertificated  assistant  teacher,  but 
is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Head  Teacher  of  St.  George's  School, 
who  has  interested  himself  greatly  in  the  teaching  of  these  children.  Very 
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little  of  the  special  material  in  use  for  instruction  at  special  schools  is  provided. 
Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks  the  children  are  making  a  certain  amount 
of  progress  in  their  education,  thus  showing  that  these  attempts  to  educate 
them  are  not  being  made  in  vain.  Two  children  are  in  residence  at  institutions 
for  mentally  defective  children,  the  greater  part  of  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance  there  being  borne  by  the  Education  Committee.  A  list  of  all 
such  cases  found  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  is  kept,  so  that  it  may  be 
available  for  reference  at  the  time  it  is  required  when  the  Committee  make 
the  further  arrangements  which  are  now  urgently  needed. 


Heart  and  Circulation. — Cases  of  anaemia  were  frequent,  a  number  of 
these  being  associated  with  other  conditions  such  as  malnutrition,  debility, 
Ac.,  and  were  not  rarely  due  to  unhygienic  home  surroundings.  A  number 
of  cases  of  organic  heart  disease  were  found,  both  in  the  course  of  routine 
medical  inspection  and  at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  the  lesions  in  several  instances 
being  of  such  severity  as  to  warrant  the  exclusion  of  the  children  from  school 
for  lengthy  periods.  In  such  cases  as  are  allowed  to  remain  in  school  the 
necessary  instructions  for  the  treatment  of  the  child  have  been  given  to  the 
teachers  as  well  as  to  the  parents. 

Lungs. — Bronchitis  was  the  most  usual  form  of  lung  disease  found. 
A  number  of  cases  of  'pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  all  its  various  stages  were 
discovered.  The  procedure  adopted  with  regard  to  such  cases  is  as  follows  : 
Each  definite  case  is  notified  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  to  whom  each 
suspicions  case  is  also  reported.  He  than  examines  each  case  and  arranges 
for  its  treatment,  either  domiciliary  or  institutionally.  If  such  a  case  is 
diagnosed  by  him  as  being  tuberculosis  all  the  contacts  are  examined,  the 
child  contacts  being  examined  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  in 
her  capacity  of  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer.  A  register  of  all  such  cases, 
both  definite  and  suspicious,  is  kept  at  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer's 
Office,  where  each  case  is  examined  and  weighed  at  regular  intervals,  the 
progress  of  the  case  being  thus  constantly  observed. 

The  other  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  chiefly  those  of  tubercular  cervical 
glands  and  certain  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  skin  and  bones. 

Rickets. — The  incidence  of  rickets  amongst  Wigan  school-children  is 
not  infrequent,  and  many  cases  occur  in  breast-fed  children.  In  such 
cases  one  usually  elicits  the  information  that  the  child  was  suckled 
for  too  long  a  period,  it  being  not  infrequent  to  find  a  child  still  at  the  breast 
at  15-18  months. 

Deformities. — Those  most  frequently  found  were  due  to  rickets, 
many  cases  of  bad  genu  valgum  and  genu  varum  being  seen  ;  few  cases 
of  spinal  deformity  were  observed. 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Disease. — During  the  early  part  of  the  year 
a  severe  epidemic  of  measles  occurred,  with  a  serious  fatality  rate.  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  this  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Deport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  As  inspection  and  exclusion  of  individual  sufferers  and  their  contacts 
failed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  epidemic,  we  were  compelled  to  resort 
to  fhe  closure  of  certain  schools. 
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Measles  is  a  disease  which  presents  several  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
administration,  owing  to  (1)  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  highly  infectious 
for  some  days  before  the  symptoms  are  sufficiently  well-marked  to  insure 
detection,  and  (2)  the  unfortunate  tradition  which  still  persists  that  it  is  a 
comparatively  trivial  ailment,  whereas  statistics  show  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  deadly  complaints  to  which  the  child  is  liable.  Both  before  and  during 
this  epidemic  your  Medical  Staff  was  engaged  in  experimental  work  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  recording  of  the  temperatures  of  school-children,  but  although 
these  records  gave  many  interesting  results  which  cannot  be  tabulated  within 
the  limits  of  this  report,  they  proved  fruitless  as  a  means  of  combating  the 
spread  of  this  disease  in  elementary  schools. 


The  following  table  shows  the  schools  closed  on  account  of  measles, 
and  the  duration  of  such  closure  > — 


List  of  Schools  and  Departments  Closed  on  account  of  Measles 


School. 

Department. 

Period. 

1913. 

Whellev  Branch 
«/ 

Infants’ 

Jan.  9th  to  22ncl. 

National  and  Blue  Coat 

•  •  JJ 

Jan.  14th  to  Feb.  3rd. 

St.  Catharine’s 

•  •  33 

Jan.  14th  to  Feb  6th. 

St.  Patrick’s 

Jr.  Boys’  .  . 

Jan.  14th  to  Jan.  31st. 

St.  Patrick’s 

Jr.  Girls’  .  . 

Jan.  14th  to  Jan.  31st. 

St.  John’s  C.E . 

Infants’ 

Jan.  14th  (for  18  days). 

Pemberton  Colliery 

•  •  JJ 

Jan.  14th  (for  18  days). 

Poolstock 

•  •  33 

Feb.  3rd  to  Feb.  24th, 

Worsley  Mesnes 

•  •  D 

Feb.  3rd  (for  19  days). 

Clayton  Street 

•  • 

Feb.  3rd  to  Feb  2 3rd. 

St.  Paul’s 

•  •  33 

Feb.  10th  (for  10  days). 

St.  Andrew’s 

•  •  33 

Feb.  10th  to  Feb.  24th. 

St.  George’s 

•  •  33 

Feb.  17th  to  Mar.  3rd. 

Wesleyan 

•  *  33 

Mar.  4th  to  Mar.  19th. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  attendance  before  and  after 
closure  of  the  same  schools  ; — • 
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Return  Showing  Percentage  of  Attendance  at  Schools 

BEFORE  AND  AFTER  CLOSURE  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  MEASLES. 


Closed 

Percentage. 
Before  After 

Department. 

on 

for 

Closure. 

Closure. 

Whelley  (Infants5) 

9th  January, 

17  days. 

72-0 

80-4 

St.  Catharine's  (Infants’) 

14th 

55 

18  „  . 

79-6 

81-1 

National  (Infants5)  I . 

Pemberton  Colliery 

55 

55 

55  .55 

76*1 

83-7 

(Infants5) 

55 

5  5 

5  5  55 

72-8 

78-5 

St.  John's  C.E.  (Infants’) 

55 

55 

5  5  5  5 

76-7 

83-4 

St.  Patrick’s  (Jr.  Boys') 

55 

55 

5  5  5  5 

83-5 

83*4 

St.  Patrick’s  (Jr.  Girls’) 

5  5 

55 

5  5  5  5 

73-2 

86-0 

Clayton  Street  (Infants’) 

3rd  Februarv, 

«y  ' 

19  days. 

73-6 

85-7 

Poolstock  (Infants’) 

55 

55 

5  5  5  5 

82-0 

85*0 

Worsley  Mesnes  (Infants’) 

55 

55 

5  5  5  5 

84-0 

94-4 

St.  Paul’s  (Infants’) 

10th 

55 

14  ,, 

75*6 

90-0 

St.  Andrew’s  (Infants’) 

5  5 

55 

5  5  5  5 

73-1 

78-3 

St.  George’s  (Infants’) . . 

17  th 

55 

5  5  5  5  • 

77*0 

83-0 

Wesleyan  (Infants’) 

3rd  March, 

12  „  . 

68-0 

82 

A  number  of  cases  of  chicken  pox  and  mumps  occurred  during  the  year. 

A  register  of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  is  now  kept  for  each 
school,  the  following  diseases  being  notified  by  the  head  teachers  each  week 
as  they  occur,  namely  :  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  Chicken  Pox,  Mumps,  Ophthalmia,  Ringworm,  and 
Impetigo. 

In  the' case  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  the  Sanitary  Department 
issue  the  notices  for  exclusion  from  school  for  contacts.  Every  case  of  ring¬ 
worm  and  practically  all  the  cases  of  impetigo  notified  have  been  seen 
by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  since  this  system  of  notification 
has  been  adopted. 

Exclusion  of  Individual  Children  on  account  of  Infectious  Disease.— The  usual 
rules  are  observed  for  the  exclusion  of  children  suffering  from  all  infectious 
diseases  and  their  contacts,  full  instructions  being  issued  to  the  teachers  on 
•  this  subject.  In  cases  of  diphtheria,  swabs  are  taken  when  necessary  before 
re-admitting  the  child  to  school.  Cases  of  ringworm  are  rigidly  excluded 
from  school. 

When  a  child  is  excluded  from  school  for  any  reason  but  that  of  infectious 
disease  a  certificate  of  exclusion  is  given  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  copies 
of  this  certificate  being  sent  to  the  Head  Teachers  and  School  Attendance 
Officers.  A  certificate  of  re-admission  with  similar  copies  is  issued  when  the 
child  is  fit  to  return  to  school, 
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Nervous  Diseases.- — A  number  of  severe  cases  of  chorea  were  seen,  and 
practically  all  of  these  obtained  medical  treatment. 

Intestinal  Disease. — One  or  two  cases  of  appendicitis  and  some  cases  of 
intestinal  worms  were  the  chief  diseases  noted. 

Congenital  Disease. — -Several  cases  of  phimosis  and  hydrocele  and 
undescended  testicle  were  found. 

Vaccination  is  fairly  well  carried  out  in  the  borough. 

v  CD 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

The  School  Nurse  has  assisted  personally  in  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
the  schoolchildren,  and  accompanies  the  Medical  Officer  on  each  visit  to 
the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 
She  weighs  and  measures  the  children,  dresses  and  undresses  the  smaller 
ones,  and  personally  supervises  the  dressing  of  the  older  children. 

She  has  also  accompanied  the  Medical  Officer  on  each  visit  to  the  schools 
when  making  the  general  cleanliness  inspections,  and  has  paid  many  visits 
to  the  schools  and  homes  of  the  children  in  connection  with  this  branch  of 
the  work.  A  detailed  account  of  these  visits  has  already  been  given. 

The  School  Nurse  has  undertaken  the  whole  of  the  “  following-up  ” 
of  the  defective  cases,  and  that  this  has  been  too  large  an  undertaking  for 
one  nurse  to  carry  out  satisfactorily  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  she  has  been  able  only  to  pay  one  visit  at  each  house. 
The  results  of  her  investigations  regarding  the  treatment  of  enlarged  tonsils, 
post-nasal  adenoids,  and  defective  vision  and  squint,  were  found  to  give 
such  unsatisfactory  results  that  it  was  made  possible  for  her  to  re-visit  each 
case  which  she  found  on  her  first  visit  not  to  have  sought  medical  advice. 
The  results  obtained  after  these  second  visits  showed  a  distinct  improvement 
on  those  obtained  after  her  former  visits,  thus  showing  the  value  of  repeated 
re-visiting  of  such  cases.  The  Nurse  has  assisted  at  the  cleansing  of  verminous 
children,  and  has  accomplished  all  the  clerical  work  necessitated  in  the  keeping 
of  records  of  following  up,  and  attendances  at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  in 
addition  to  other  clerical  duties  which  are  the  usual  work  of  the  School  Nurse. 


W  e  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 


FRED  E.  WYNNE. 
ALICE  STALKER. 


Wigmore  Rural  District 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OmCER 
OE  HEALTH, 

Por  the  Year  1913. 

J.  C.  AUSTEN  &.  SON,  PRINTERS,  LUDLOW. 


Mtqmore  IRural  district  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Eeport  for  the  year  3  913. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  38,609  acres,  exclusive  of  the 
area  under  water. 

The  District  is  situated  in  the  Northern  Corner  of 
Herefordshire.  It  is  bounded  on  the  North  and  East  by 
Shropshire,  on  the  West  by  Radnorshire,  on  the  South  by 
Kington  and  Leominster  Rural  Districts.  The  District  is  a  hilly 
one,  Mocktree  in  the  North  East  and  Willey  in  the  West,  border¬ 
ing  on  1,000  feet.  It  is  well  watered  by  the  rivers  Teme,  Clun 
and  Lugg,  which  flow  in  an  Easterly  direction. 

Geologically  the  District  is  chiefly  limestone,  with  traces 
here  and  there  of  free  stone.  The  Subsoil  is  chiefly  gravel. 
The  hilly  portions  are  on  rock.  The  District  is  well  wooded  and 
picturesque. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Rainfall  at  Leintwardine  for  the 
year  1913,  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  Charnock. 


January 

3  59  in 

ches. 

February 

1-77 

>  3 

March 

587 

3  3 

April 

5  33 

3  3 

May 

2-86 

3  3 

June 

1  195 

3  3 

July 

90 

3  3 

August 

1  455 

3  3 

September  ... 

2-96 

3  3 

October 

6-48 

3  3 

November  ... 

2  96 

3  3 

December  ... 

1  775 

3  3 

*  . 

Total  for  vear 
•/ 

37  145 

3  3 

1  on  208  days.  Heaviest 

rainfall  on 

Saturday,  April 

26th,  with  1T3  inches  of  rain.  Total  rainfall  for  1912  was  40  61 
inches. 

THE  INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  exclusively  agricultural  and  the 
District  is  famous  for  the  breeding  of  Hereford  Cattle. 
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POPULATION* 

The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  is  3,689. 
The  population  is  decreasing  as  in  nearly  all  rural  districts.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  Census  of  1911  was  862,  with 
an  average  number  of  persons  per  house  of  437. 

BIRTHS* 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  District  during  the 
year  was  83,  net  number  as  belonging  to  the  District  84  as  1 
birth  was  an  inward  transfer.  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living,  20  27. 
Number  of  Illegitimate  Births,  1  ;  rate  per  1,000  persons  living, 
'29.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (rural)  was  22  2. 

DEATHS* 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District  during  1913 
was  52.  Net  deaths  belonging  to  the  District,  number  57,  as  5 
deaths  were  transferred  in  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District. 
Rate  per  1,000  persons  living,  14  0.  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
(rural),  13  1.  There  were  no  deaths  uncertified.  Two  deaths 
were  certified  by  Coroner,  including  one  from  accident. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
District  whose  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  9 

5  years  and  under  15  years  ...  2 

25  ,,  ,,  ,,45  ,,  ...  8 

45  „  „  „  65  „  ...  7 

65  years  and  upwards  ...  31 

Total  57 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY* 

Number  of  children  dying  under  1  year  of  age  was  9.  Rate 
per  1,000  births,  107' 1.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Infantile 
Mortality  is  so  high,  but  two  of  these  deaths  were  due  to 
Premature  Birth  and  two  due  to  Congenital  Debility. 


Table  giving  cause  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 


age  : — 


Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Atrophy  and  Debility 


2 

2 

1 

2 

2 


Total  9 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Number  of  Deaths  from  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  : 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

CANCER. 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer,  4. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  we  have  been  very  free  from 
Infectious  Diseases,  only  six  cases  have  been  notified  during  the 
year.  This  is  the  smallest  number  for  the  past  ten  years. 

There  is  a  small  Emergency  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Birtley, 
containing  3  beds,  it  is  in  charge  of  a  caretaker. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  other  infections  diseases. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on 
receiving  notice  of  the  termination  of  the  cases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  nature  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria. 

Number  of  Houses  infected  3  2 

,,  ,,  Persons  ,,  4  2 

,,  ,,  Deaths  1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  1913,  deaths  were  directly  attributed  to 
Tuberculosis  in  4  cases,  viz. : — 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Number  of  Deaths — Males  ...  1 

Females  ...  3 

Total  4 

Rate  per  1,000,  1*08.  — 

On  and  after  February  1st,  1913,  all  cases  of  “  Tuberculosis” 
became  compulsorily  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  of  December, 
1912. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  8 

Other  forms  of  ,,  ...  2 


Total  10 
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Bacteriolgical  examination  of  Sputa  is  carried  out  at  the 
County  Laboratory,  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 
Disinfection  of  rooms  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Distribution  of  literature  in  the  form  of  “prevention  notices” 
which  are  left  at  the  houses.  Inquiries  and  such  steps  as  are 
necessary  for  investigating  the  sourse  of  infection  and  steps  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection,  and  improvement  in  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  are  carried  out. 

Owing  to  the  coming  in  force  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act,  1912,  provision  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  insured  persons 
and  their  dependants,  by  sending  suitable  cases  to  a  Sanatorium 
or  attending  at  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  or  treated  at  their 
homes  by  providing  shelters  where  necessary,  A  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  has  been  opened  at  Wigmore  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  attends  there  once  a  fortnight. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  district  has  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  housing  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
district.  But  in  some  localities,  the  houses  of  the  working  classes 
are  not  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  mainly  due  to  dampness, 
bad  floors  and  ceilings  and  insufficient  ventilation  and  insanitary 
surroundings  due  to  defective  drainage  and  paving.  The  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  houses  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Dunning,  the  Officer 
appointed  under  the  Act. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

No.  of  houses  considered  dangerous  to  health  and 

unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority 

with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  1 

No.  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  making  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  23 

Inhabited  houses  closed  by  owner  ...  ...  1 

SEWERAGE* 

The  Sewerage  Systems  have  been  satisfactory.  The  refuse 
pit  at  Leintwardine  has  not  been  provided  yet. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  supply  has  not  yet  been  provided  for  the  village  of  Adforton  ' 
The  principal  owner  of  the  houses  there  has  under  considera¬ 
tion  a  scheme  which  I  hope  will  be  carried  out. 
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The  water  from  a  public  pump  at  Shobdon,  was  on  analysis 
found  to  be  polluted  and  the  well  has  been  opened  and  cleaned  and 
the  source  of  contamination  prevented. 

The  water  supply  at  the  Marsh,  Brampton  Bryan,  was  found 
unfit  for  human  use  and  was  discontinued.  The  owner  has  now 
provided  a  good  supply. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  &  MILKSHOPS* 

There  are  two  Milkshops  on  the  register,  they  have  been 
inspected  and  are  kept  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition.  •  No 
Milk  is  sent  out  of  the  district.  By-laws  are  in  force. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES* 

There  are  four  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  They  are 
kept  fairly  satisfactory,  but  are  not  well  constructed. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES* 

There  is  one  at  Leintwardine,  kept  in  satisfactortory  state 
Bye-laws  are  in  force. 

BAKEHOUSES* 

There  are  two  in  Leintwardine  and  one  in  Wigmore  and  are 
kept  in  order. 

SCHOOLS* 

All  the  Schools  are  provided  with  a  water  supply  except 
Adf  or  ton  and  Burrington,  a  supply  at  these  two  Schools  is  badly 
needed. 

The  Schools  at  Wigmore  were  closed  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  measles. 

The  Schools  have  been  inspected  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 

THE  FACTORY  &  WORKSHOPS  ACT  OF  X90X- 

There  are  four  Mills  in  the  District,  which  are  Factories. 

WORKSHOPS* 

The  Workshops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year. 
Number  of  Workshops  28. 

THE  MIDWIVES  ACT. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  superintends  the 
general  working.  There  are  seven  practising  in  the  district. 

The  want  of  a  Midwife  in  the  village  of  Leintwardine  is  badly 


felt. 
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PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted. 

I  append  report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and  five  tabular  state¬ 
ments  for  the  year  1913. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LAWDER  T.  WHELAN, 

Leintwardine,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February,  1914. 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

For  the  Year  1913* 

During  the  past  year  a  good  deal  of  work  in  connection  with 
the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  cottages,  and  drains  attached 
to  them,  has  been  carried  out.  Sixteen  owners  of  cottages  have 
been  notified  of  sanitary  defects  which  existed,  and  in  the  majority 
of  cases  these  have  been  satisfactorily  attended  to. 

The  water  from  the  pump  supplying  four  cottages  at  the 
Marsh,  Brampton  Brian,  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  polluted 
and  unfit  for  domestic  purposes.  The  use  of  this  water  has  been 
discontinued  and  the  owner  has  provided  a  pure  and  excellent 
supply  from  a  spring  about  400  yards  distant  which  has  been 
piped  to  the  cottages. 

The  water  from  a  well  at  Sbobdon  was  also  on  analysis 
found  to  be  polluted  and  instructions  were  given  by  the  Local 
Authority  for  the  well  to  be  cleansed  and  protected  from  pollution, 
this  has  been  done  by  concreting  around  and  over  the  top  of 
the  well  and  by  draining  off  the  waste  water  from  the  pump  and 
from  the  wet  land  surrounding  it. 

The  Wigmore  Sewers  have  wrorked  satisfactorily  during  the 
year  and  no  extra  trouble  with  the  exception  of  replacing  a  broken 
manhole  cover  has  been  caused. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  visited  the  various  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  Workshops,  Dairies  and  Bakehouses  in  the  district  and 
found  them  fairly  satisfactory.  Two  new  Bakehouses  have  been 
constructed  in  place  of  old  ones  which  are  not  now  used  for 
baking  purposes, 
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I  have  inspected  the  houses  where  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  have  occurred  and  disinfected  them  when  required. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Notices,  &c. 

Notices  served  ...  14  in  respect  of  35  houses. 


Notices  complied  with  ...  23 

Notices  outstanding  ...  12 

Letters  written  ...  ...  20 

* 

Complaints  investigated  ...  5 

Infectious  Diseases — 

Number  notified  ...  ...  11 

Enquiries  and  Inspections  made  11 

Premises  disinfected  ...  10 

Housing  Inspections — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  72 

Found  defective  ...  ...  35 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  23 

Represented  for  closing  order  1 

Closed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wells,  Pumps,  &c. 

Cleansed  and  pumps  repaired  3 

Closed  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  supplies  ...  ...  1 

Drains,  Sinks  &  Spouting— 

Defective  drains  put  in  order  20 

Spouting,  Sinks  and  Sink  con¬ 
nections  put  in  order  8 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  3 

Dairies  &  Cowsheds  ,,  ...  2 

.  Lodging-houses  ,,  ...  1 

Nuisances  Abated — 

From  animals  improperly  kept  3 

Accummulation  of  manure  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  ...  5 


ALFRED  DUNNING,  A.R.S.I. 

Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


February  14th,  1914. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

27je  ZlHedtcal  Officer  of  Tbealtl), 

For  the  Year  1913. 


Hill  House, 

WIGTON, 

4 th  March ,  1914. 

Cbe  Urban  district  Council  of  OTUgton. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  first 
annual  report  giving  you  the  Vital  Statistics  and  particulars  of  the 
Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  for  the  Year  1913. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  1,002  acres,  and  its  geological 
formation  is  gravel.  The  Climate  is  very  variable  with  more  than  an 
average  rainfall.  The  population  of  the  District  at  the  1911  Census  was 
3687,  and  I  take  the  population  at  the  middle  of  1913  at  the  same 

figure. 

The  inhabitants  consist  of  persons  in  various  forms  of  business, 
including  tradespeople,  workers  in  a  tannery,  a  clothing  factory,  a  jam 
factory,  and  in  timber  yards.  The  town  forming  as  it  does  the  centre 
of  a  wide  agricultural  district  is  each  week  the  seat  of  a  cattle  market. 

Sanitary  conditions  of  the  District. 

1. — Water  Supply.  The  principal  water  supply  of  the 
district  drawn  from  the  Bolton  Park  and  Thornthwaite  Springs 
continues  to  be  abundant  and  pure  and  free  from  risks  of  contamina¬ 
tion. 

During  the  month  of  July  a  sample  of  water  taken  from  a  well 
in  the  district  and  used  for  dietetic  purposes  was  submitted  to  me  by 
your  Inspector.  After  examination  I  could  find  no  reason  for  recom¬ 
mending  an  exhaustive  analysis  of  the  water  as  I  considered  it  free 
from  anything  likely  to  be  detrimental  to  the  health  of  those  using  it. 
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2.  — Rivers  and  Streams.  After  careful  treatment  by  the 
precipitation  method,  the  waste  products  of  the  Tannery  produce  a 
satisfactory  effluent  flowing  into  Burnfoot  Stream. 

3.  — Drainage  and  Sewerage.  This  is  most  satisfactory 
and  owing  to  the  abundant  water  supply,  flushing  when  necessary  is 
easily  carried  out  and  the  outfall  discharges  upon  a  sewage  farm  of  15 
acres. 

4.  — Closet  Accommodation.  Water  Closets  are  in  use 
more  or  less  generally  throughtout  the  district,  the  number  being  more 
adequate  than  in  previous  years. 

Scavenging. 

The  ordinary  house  refuse  is  removed  regularly  twice  a  week 
from  barrels,  boxes,  and  other  receptacles.  In  several  instances  there 
are  moveable  ashbins  with  proper  coverings,  which  constitute  the  ideal 
receptacle,  but  in  many  cases  an  improvement  in  this  direction  is 
urgently  required. 

I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  menace  to  public  health, 
especially  in  the  poorer  quarters  of  the  town,  which  open  ash-pits 
constantly  afford,  and  I  should  recommend  that  all  ash-pits  be  closed  on 
that  account. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

Over  200  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year,  fuller 
particulars  of  which  will  be  dealt  with  in  your  Inspector’s  report. 

Premises  and  occupations  controlled  by  Bye-Laws. 

The  former  consist  of  7  cow-sheds,  6  slaughter-houses  and 
7  bake-houses,  all  of  which  are  regularly  visited  by  your  Inspector,  and 
found  in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  condition,  with  the  exception  of  an 
underground  bake-house  mentioned  in  a  previous  Annual  Report  of 
your  late  Medical  Officer.  There  is  one  lodging-house  in  the  district 
which,  however,  has  scarcely  conformed  with  your  bye-laws  as  to 
cleanliness,  etc.,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  will  be  remedied  shortly. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  and  the  health  of  the 
scholars  is  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the 
County.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  mumps  in  the  district,  your  late 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommended  the  closure  of  the  Infants’ 
School,  and  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  Roman  Catholic  School,  from  25th  June 
to  11th  July  last  inclusive.  May  I  be  allowed  to  state  that  such  a 
recommendation  would  in  most  cases  be  unnecessary  did  parents 
exercise  reasonable  care  in  preventing  their  infected  children  from 
mixing  with  children  not  so  infected,  i.e.,  have  them  isolated  until  the 
period  of  infection  is  past. 
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Food. 

1.  — Milk  Supply.  The  supply  of  milk  is  good,  a  considerable 
quantity  being  imported  into  the  district.  There  are  7  cow-sheds  in 
the  district  and  6  purveyors  of  milk  from  outside  the  district.  The 
cow-sheds  and  cows  both  within  and  without  the  district  are  regularly 
inspected  by  a  Veterinary  Inspector,  quarterly,  and  his  reports  state 
that  all  are  in  a  satisfactory  and  healthy  condition. 

2.  — Other  Foods.  The  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  number 
6,  and  the  bake-houses  7.  All  are  visited  regularly  by  your  Inspector 
and  are  invariably  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

No  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  have  been  condemned  for 
tuberculosis  or  other  unfitness,  for  human  use. 

Housing. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations,  1910, 
50  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  I  give  particulars  of 
such  inspections  in  tabular  form  at  the  end  of  my  report. 

The  accommodation  for  the  artisan  class  is  for  the  most  part 
sufficient  and  satisfactory,  though  one  notable  case  of  over-crowding 
has  come  to  my  notice.  In  this  particular  instance  a  family  of  two 
adults — man  and  wife — and  six  children  whose  ages  range  from  4  to 
16  years,  occupy  a  house  of  two  apartments,  the  total  cubic  capacity  of 
which  is  only  requisite  for  4J  persons.  Your  Inspector  has  notified 
this  highly  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  to  the  occupier  who  has 
promised  to  move  into  a  more  adequate  dwelling  whenever  opportunity 
offers. 

The  removal  of  many  obstructive  buildings  in  certain  parts  of 
the  town  would  greatly  improve  matters  and  in  many  instances  such 
would  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  proprietors  before  now, 
but  we  have  been  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Farrar,  the  Local 
Government  Board  Inspector’s  report,  which  doubtless  will  contain 
many  valuable  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  Housing 
conditions. 


Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

1.  — Staff.  Your  Inspector  fulfills  the  duties  of  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  and  Inspector  under  the  Housing  and  Inspections  of  Districts 
Regulations  in  a  very  thorough  and  painstaking  way  and  I  am  indebted 
to  him  for  much  valuable  information  in  preparing  this  report. 

2.  — There  is  no  hospital  accommodation  available  for  infectious 
disease  in  the  district. 

3  —The  only  chemical  and  bacteriological  work  done  during  the 
year  was  the  examination  of  the  sample  of  water  to  which  I  referred 
under  the  heading  Water  Supply  earlier  in  this  report. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Acute  Infectious  Disease. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  note  that  during  the  past  year  the  district 
has  been  remarkably  free  from  acute  infectious  disease.  The  total 
number  notified  to  me  was  5,  namely  : — 3  of  Erysipelas,  and  2  of 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  former  were  isolated  cases  and  though  every 
investigation  was  made  no  source  of  infection  could  be  found.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  likewise  isolated  cases  occurring  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  town  and  not  at  the  same  time.  In  one  of  the  cases  no 
source  of  infection  was  traceable,  whilst  in  the  other  a  possible  source 
of  infection  lay  in  the  fact  that  a  foul  odour  emanated  from  the  mouth 
of  a  drain  situated  in  the  yard  opposite  the  house  and  a  few  feet 
distant.  I  think  the  foul  odour  arose  owing  to  the  collection  of  soiled 
water  round  the  opening  into  the  drain  which  was  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  disinfected  at  the  time,  and  verbal  notice  given  to  the  persons 
using  the  drain  to  be  careful  to  empty  the  soiled  water  into  and  not 
round  about  the  drain  entrance.  In  both  of  these  cases  directions 
were  given  as  to  proper  isolation  of  the  patient,  and  adequate 
precautions  of  those  in  attendance.  As  a  result,  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  the  disease  was  limited  in  both  instances, 

It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  district  does  not  possess  an 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  I  would  specially  urge  the  great  necessity  for 
some  such  means  of  combating  the  outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  as  we 
never  can  forsee  the  moment  when  some  dire  epedemic  may  visit  us  and 
find  us  an  all  too  easy  prey.  This  is  specially  true  where  Smallpox  is 
concerned  as  the  number  of  unvaccinated  children  is  regrettable  in  the 
extreme.  I  learn  from  the  Registrar  that  roughly  speaking  one  third 
of  the  children  born  in  the  district  are  never  vaccinated,  and  this  is 
due  in  many  cases  to  a  too  elastic  conscience  on  the  part  of  parents 
where  the  exemption  clause  is  concerned.  Frequently  I  have  asked 
parents  why  they  object  and  many  and  varied  are  the  replies — genuine 
in  some  cases  I  admit,  but  not  so  in  most.  The  most  common  excuse 
is  that  the  child  will  be  so  upset  as  a  result  of  the  innoculation 
“  taking  ”  that  the  harmony  of  the  home  will  be  temporarily 
jeopardised.  Is  that  a  conscientious  objection  to  th©  Act  of 

Vaccination  ?  I  think  not  and  yet  you  would  find  that  should  Small¬ 
pox  come  amongst  us  those  and  every  so  called  conscientious  objector 
would  be  the  first  to  rush  to  the  aid  of  vaccination  as  a  possible,  and  I 
firmly  believe  a  reliable  prevention  against  the  ravages  of  this  loath¬ 
some  disease. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  first  day  of  February,  1913,  there  came  into  operation 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  which  simplifies 
and  consolidates  the  Regulations  of  1908  and  1911.  These  new 
Regulations  apply  to  non-pulmonary  as  well  as  to  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  new  order  of  notification  will 
simplify  the  investigation  of  the  source  or  cause  of  infection  and 
materially  help  in  securing  improvement  of  the  conditions  in  which 
the  sufferers  live,  for  statistics  show  that  a  very  large  percentage  of 
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the  sufferers  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  children  in  the  first 
few  years  of  life. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  since  the  new 
Regulations  came  into  force  is  10,  namely  : — 5  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
and  5  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Of  the  latter,  in  three  of  the 
cases  notified  the  disease  was  situated  in  the  glands  of  the  neck,  one  in 
the  peritoneum  and  one  in  the  cerebral  meninges.  The  three  cases 
having  the  glands  affected  have  all  undergone  radical  operation  with 
complete  removal  of  the  diseased  parts.  The  respective  ages  of  the 
children  affected  were  12,  13  and  13  years. 

The  ages  of  these  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ranged 
from  28  to  60  years,  one  of  the  cases  being  a  vagrant  admitted  to  the 
Wigton  Workhouse. 

From  Table  III  of  the  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  two  cases  of 
Phthisis  proved  fatal  during  the  year,  and  one  death  was  registered 
from  Tuberculous  Meningitis.  This  gives  a  Phthisis  mortality  of  -5  as 
against  T35  for  1912, 

We  are  fortunate  now  in  having  the  assistance  of  a  Tuberculosis 
Officer  appointed  by  the  County  Council  and  resident  in  Carlisle. 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  District 

1—  -  Births.  85  births  were  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  6  were  the  offspring  of  non-residents  whieh  brings 
the  nett  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  down  to  79,  and  is  a 
birth  rate  of  21-4  per  1000  per  annum  of  the  population,  as  against 
22-2  for  1912,  Four  of  the  nett  births  were  illegitimate. 

2 —  Deaths.  58  deaths  were  registered.  Eleven  of  these  were 
of  non-residents  which  reduces  the  number  to  47  ;  but  one  resident  died 
outside  the  district,  and  with  this  addition  the  nett  number  of  deaths 
for  the  district  is  raised  to  48.  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  13  per  1000 
per  annum  of  the  population  which  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  1906. 
28  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  and  7  were  of  infants 
under  one  year.  These  facts  doubtless  largely  contribute  to  the  low 
mortality  for  the  district. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Seven  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  recorded  during 
the  year.  This  gives  the  low  mortality  of  88  per  1000  births  as  against 
85  for  1912,  and  219  for  1911.  The  causes  of  death  are  as  follows  : — 
2  from  Injury  at  Birth,  2  from  Debility  and  Premature  Birth,  1  from 
Atelectasis,  1  from  Bronchitis,  and  1  from  Enteritis.  Of  these  fatal 
cases  4  were  of  legitimate  infants  and  3  illegitimate. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate.  No  deaths  were  registered  during 
the  year. 
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Tuberculosis  Death  Rate.  As  stated  earlier  in  this  report 
two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  proved  fatal  which  gives  a  Phthisis 
death  rate  of  *5.  One  death  occurred  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
giving  a  death  rate  from  other  forms  of  tuberculous  disease  of  *27  per 
1000  per  annum  of  the  population. 

I  enclose  Tables  of  Statistics  Nos.  I,  II,  III,  IV,  with  Forms 
572  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  1901. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  to  the  Urban  District  Council 
my  indebtedness  for  their  courtesy  during  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SMITH  HAN  NAY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  showing  Summary  of  work  done  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations, 

1910. 

YEAR  1913. 


1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and 
for  the  purposes  of  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909 

50 

2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection 
were  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation 

1 

3 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a  view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders 

0 

4 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

0 

5 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  a  Closing 
Order 

40 

6 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making 
of  a  Closing  Order  were  put  into  a  fit  state  for 
human  habitation 

0 

7 

The  general  character  of  defects  found  to 
exist : 

(a)  Water  supply 

0 

( b )  Closet  Accommodation 

7 

(c)  Drainage 

4 

(d)  Conditions  as  regards  light,  free  circulation 
of  air,  dampness  and  cleanliness 

37 

( e )  Paving,  drainage  and  condition  of  yard 
and  outhouses 

3 

(/)  Disposal  of  refuse  and  ashes 

3 

(g)  Any  room  coming  under  Sec.  17  (7) 

0 

( h )  Other  matters  rendering  house  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health 

13 

TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1913  and 

Previous  Years. 


o 

H 

O 

s  * 

o  o 

a  s 

s  $ 
|  22 

m 


E h 
<! 
H 

ft 

Eh 

EH 

W 


w 

© 

bo 

d 


<2 


+3 

<1 


© 

bO' 

d 

=4H 

O 

h-i 

<3 

© 


0) 

rd 

g 

& 


© 

43 

d 


Joqiunjq 


©3 
?H  4-> 
©  © 
ft  G 


02 


®  O  ’g 

^  O'H 


73 

0) 

?H 

0 

+=> 

QQ 

•  r-H 

bO 

© 

S-i 


hH 

© 

-Q 


G 

£ 


02 

rG 

+3 

c3 

© 

« 

© 
f— I 

-Q 

d 

u 

© 

02 

c 

<3 

Sh 

H 


4-3  >-rt 
.  ©  © 

•i-1  G  G  © 

M  ©  -- 

©  03  43  q 

4-3  02  ^  ©3 

02 


© 


r-1  G  TU  e  m 
«+h  ©  2G 


02  r0 
•  -P  “ 

s  3 

o  © 

02 

"4-1  CD 

o  £ 


© 

?-i  © 

©  44 

©3  03 

02  ^ 


5b.S 

f-c 


43> 
© 
•  rH 

f-t 

CO 

n 


02  •, 
a  2  h 
t;a2 

^  I  g 

QaS 

<i  M 

HOW 
OHM 
Hq  EH 


© 

-43 

c3 

PH 


?H 

© 


© 

43> 

c3 


9  rH  to  10 

<i>  <b  05  cb 


10  co  go  co  o 

10  ©  to  ©  «o 


to  IM  (M  05  10 

b-  CO  1 — I  1 — 1  00 

r-H  1 — I  (Oq 


1>hO©N 


£—  <M  0s! 


10  50  O  1 — 1  IM 


Ob 


9  9  o) 

Ol  6  05  © 

(M  r-4  r— I 


CO  0-  r-H  (M  O 
©  I>  N  1>  © 


CO 


00 


00 

co 


1  - 

>0 


00 

10 


cq  00  t—  00  cm  j  rcfi 

©  CO  lb  05  C5  J  r-H 

Cl  (N  (M  H  (M  I  <n 


Births 

© 

& 

Num¬ 

ber 

73 

82 

79 

•joqumjq 

pa^oojjooufq 

ci  co  o  r—  co 

Ob  00  GO  £-  00 

85 

Population 

estimated 

to 

Middle  of 
each  Year. 

nfiOlOHN 

O  00  50  GO  00 

1C  Hli  ©  © 

co  co  co  co  eo 

3687 

Year 

co  0  O  H  Cl 

02  r— H  r-H  r-H 

G  G  05  05  05 

r-H  r-H  1— t  r-H  r-H 

CO 

r-H 

2 

01 

o 

o 


(4 

© 

©3 

d 

z 

Ti 

G 

d 


h3 

g 

d 

03 

G 

d 


02 

© 

Jh 

© 

d 


4-3 

o 

•  rH 
fH 

44> 

02 


cS 

© 

u 

< 


e4H 

c 

GO 

02  rH 

G  q 

©  05 

O  ^ 

4-3 

<1 


4^ 

i 

1 

© 

02 


t-  1- 

00  05 
CO  00 
CO  I 


© 

Gh 

32 

G 

o 

m 

Ch 

© 

PH 


02  © 

©  02 
bo  G 

<3  O 

^H  rG 

r— I 

d  ’xi 

-g  +s  <4H 

d  .tc  O 

G  *2  tH 
c  2  <D 

•rH  r-H  r> 

5.5  S 

rj  CM  G 

Ph°  ~ 
Oh® 
&  ®  b£ 

r-l  ^2  g 

c3  £  h 

43  2 

H  £5 


TABLE  II — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913, 


No  cases  sent  to  any  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year. 


TABLE  III. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year 
1913,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Wigton. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

|  Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of 

I  ‘  Residents  ’  whether  occurring  within 
|  or  without  the  District 

Total  Deaths  whether  of 

“  Residents  ”  or  “  Non- 

Residents  ”  in  Institu¬ 

tions  in  the  District. 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

1  and  under  2 

2  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

lO 

xf 

u 

CO 

33 

31 

3 

33 

3 

3 

13) 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  upwards 

.  „  f  Certified 

48 

I  7 

!  14 

Ail  causes  <  ,.n 

\  uncertified 

.  .  . 

I- 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  &  Croup  . . . 

•  •  t 

„  „  , 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

(  «  • 

Influenza 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  «  . 

i 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

Q 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

.  .  , 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

•  «  • 

,  ,  , 

. . . 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

^  • 

... 

... 

•  .  - 

... 

•  •  « 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

•  •  « 

... 

-  .  , 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

2 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

Meningitis  ... 

... 

... 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

6 

. . . 

3 

5 

Bronchit:s 

3 

1 

... 

.. 

... 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  organs 

1 

•  .  . 

. . . 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  *  » 

Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis... 

2 

1 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

.  •  * 

. . . 

,  ,  . 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liyer 

... 

. . . 

Alcoholism 

... 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

Peurperal  Fever 

.  . 

. 

... 

. . . 

... 

•  •  « 

♦  «  * 

Other  accidents  and  dis- 

eases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition  .. 

2 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

Congenital  Debility  & 

Malformation,  in- 

eluding  Premature 

Birth 

1 

1 

... 

•  . 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Violent  deaths,  exclud- 

ing  suicide 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  f 

Suicides  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  5 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

20 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

iu 

8 

1 

18 

7 

•  • 

1 

3 

9 

28 

14 

TABLE  IV.  WIGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Ag 
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FORM  572. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1913,  for  the  Wigton  Urban  District  Council, 
on  the  administration  <  f  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops, 
Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

1— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  ol  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Jb 

2 

None 

None 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises  included  in  Part  3  of 
this  Report) 

C 

o 

<3 

2 — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act — 

Illegal  occupation  of 
underground  bakehouse 
(s.  101)  ... 

1 

3— HOME  WORK. 
Outworker’s  Lists,  Section  107. 


Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Sending 

o 

twice  in  the  year. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Lists 

Outworkers 

Workmen 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  &c. 

2 

8 

4 — REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Number 

Joiners  8,  Blacksmiths  and  Farriers  6 

14 

Printers  2,  Plumbers  3,  Painters  4 

9 

Dressmakers  9,  Milliners  4,  Tailors  6 

19 

Shoemakers  and  Cloggers  6,  Curriers  1 

7 

Clog  Sole  Makers  3,  Saddlers  2 

5 

Slaughter  Houses  6,  Bacon  Curers  2 

8 

Bakehouses 

7 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

69 

5— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  Year  ...  None 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  Year  ...  One 


A.  SMITH  HANNAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Wigton  Mvban  Bistvict  Council . 


INSPECTOR’S 

ANNUAL.  REI  JRT 

For  year  ending  December,  1913. 


Gentlemen. 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  bearing  chiefly  on 
matters  of  Sanitary  Administration. 

The  Urban  District  of  Wigton  has  an  area  of  1002  acres,  and 
its  population  numbers  3687,  In  altitude  the  district  ranges  between 
55  ft.  above  Ordnance  Datum  (sea  level)  at  Spittal  to  178  ft.  above 
0.  D.  at  Highmoor. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  has  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  free  from 
contamination,  the  source  being  Boiling  Spring  and  Thornthwaite 
Spring,  about  4^  miles  south  of  the  town.  The  storage  reservoir  with 
a  capacity  of  149,850  gallons,  has  a  top  water  level  of  247  feet  above 
O.D.  the  highest  part  of  the  district  can  therefore  be  given  a 
continuous  supply  by  gravitation. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  town  has  a  most  efficient  system  of  sewerage,  and  the 
gradients  throughout  are  such  as  will  give  self-cleansing  velocities, 
though  flushing  tanks  are  provided  and  are  regularly  used  during  the 
dry  months  of  the  year. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  is  by  screening  and  detritus  tanks,  the 
effluent  from  which  is  treated  on  laud  15  acres  in  extent. 

During  the  past  year  the  inspections  made  under  various 
Sanitary  Acts  and  Regulations  number  over  200.  The  number  of 
dwelling  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  number  50. 
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The  general  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  is  shown  by  the 
following  percentages  : — 


Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

14  per 

cent 

Drainage  defects 

...  8 

» 

Insufficient  ventilation  ... 

...  31 

>> 

Insufficient  light 

8 

>? 

Dampness  ~ . 

...  18 

jj 

Faulty  provision  for  house  refuse 
Other  matters  tending  to  render 

5 

)> 

house  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health 

...  16 

>  j 

Of  the  defects  found  a  few  remain  to  be  remedied,  but  it  has 
not  as  yet  in  any  case  been  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

Inspection  of  certain  portions  of  the  district  is  being  held  back 
owing  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Farrar,  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  covered  this  ground  in  the  course  of  his  inspections  over  16 
months  ago  and  his  report  thereon  is  not  yet  to  hand. 

Twenty-six  visits  have  been  made  to  places  used  for 
preparation  of  food  for  human  consumption,  such  as  slaughter-houses 
and  bake-houses.  8  visits  were  made  to  registered  common  lodging- 
house;  10  to  workshops  and  factories. 

Where  plans  for  new  buildings  were  presented  and  passed  as 
conforming  with  Bye-laws,  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the 
works  during  progress  to  ensure  their  being  properly  carried  out. 

As  the  Medical  Officer  shows  in  the  details  of  his  report,  the 
district  has  been  singularly  free  from  notifiable  infectious  disease, 
therefore  the  cases  where  it  has  been  necessary  to  fumigate  rooms  have 
been  few,  a  fact  which  speaks  well  for  the  general  healthiness  of  your 
district. 


I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


JOHN  J.  DAVISON- 


